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Search we the records of an ancient date, 

Mowbray's strong Castle forms th' eventful tale : 

Read we what modern Histories relate. 
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PREFACE. 



: I 



xT Ipas been said tbat no department in the whole 
xange of literary composition, involves more variety 
and information ; or is more capable of being con« 
Terted to purposes of general utility, than Pjio- 

TINCIAL HlSTORT". 

Much, indeed, of the information and general 
utility of such works, must naturally depend upon 
the nature of the materials, and the diegree of 
interest which attaches to the scene of description. 
Yet it should seem that no town, however obscure, 
no vicinity, however unnoticed, is so barren as to 
afford no object of Antiquarian research^ no subject 
^f Historical relation. . 
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5'he History of Thirsk may not be sufficient t# 
•xcite the curiosity, it may fail to interest the 
ftttention o£ the stranger; but it is presumed, that 
its natives will feel anxious to preserve every par- 
ticular relating to the destinies of the place. As 
olji^ towns in the neighbourhood have bad their 
Ilistcnriaiifi, its inhabitants, too, may wish to posses* 
iKMne inibimartion on those questions, which &pon« 
taneously arise in an intelligent mind, with regard 
to the origin and progress of the town« 

To some persons, whose curiosity never led 
tlieir enquiries beyond the bounds of their own 
Iiabitations, the labour of the Compiler may indeed 
appear lost, operose nihil agendo t but (o others^ 
whose attention is laudably directed to the con* 
fideration of men and manners, any attempt to 
^ev^lope the History of the past, will be candidly 
received^ and attentively perused. 

V FcT the authenticity of the n^rative, various 
Mtherkies are frequently adduced; and on tho 
•tilgeets of local description, eye-witnesses are 
deemed sufficient authority. Tba substance q£ 
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TRBFACtfi liii 

tliose particulars which relate the siege of ThMk 
Castle, is ancient, and was furnished'.'to Ae Pteb* 
H^faer in manuscript. Some yaluable infdrmati^ii 
respecting the genealogy and history of the nobUr 
iktdily of Mowbray, was famished fay the fcindnelMr 
of a gentleman, after the former part of the work 
had gone to press. It has, however, been inserted 
in the Appendix* 



The Publisher takes this opportunity of express* 
ing his obligations, to those gentlemen who have 
kindly furnished him materials for compilaUoh; 
and only regrets that a greater supply of infer- 
mation has not fallen into his hands, to render the 
work more worthy of the public patronage. In 
•uch a work as this, errors and mistakes must 
naturally be expected, which the candid readbr 
will know how to excuse. 



To the natives, then, of the town of Thirsfc ; te 
those who, like himself, are casual residents; to 
all, finally, whose interest is excited by the re* 
mains of Antiquity, whose attention is directed 
to subjects of History; the Compiler most r9^ 



/ 



fill preface; 

spectfully dedicates the followiny pages, as am 
Easay towdrds the History, of Thirsk, ;and the 
Vicinity; leaving it to the industry of a more 
extensive and more able investigation, to perfect 
gnd polish, what is now first presented to the 
public. 

— si quid novisti rcctius istis, 
Candidus impertl : si non, his utere mecum. 



J. B. JEFFERSON, 

Thirsk, 
Feb. 1821 
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" HI RSK, tbe subject of the following pa«:e55 is 
an ancient Borough, by prescription, situated on 

a small river in the Wapentake of Birdforth, in the 
North-riding of Yorkshire, 220 miles distant from 
London, and 23 and a half N. W. of York. 

< 

Thirsk (formerlv written Thrusk* and Thursk) 
m the termination of the name seems to present a 
•on of anomaly, as compared with the names of 

every other town in the kingdom. It is not im- 

^i^— "^ III , I I , , I , , i» 

f Tbreskand Thrusk.— Camdea. 
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pobable that it may have some refeivnct to At 
Saxon f|;od Thor^ which occurs in so many namea 
of plac^ in the Neighbourliood compounded widb 
not J Thur^ and Thir, 

In the lOth ceninry, it appears to have oen« 
•isted of onl^ a tew cottages, built by the vassala 
auJ retamei» of the bauglity liarou^ whose for* 
miaabie catitie lir»t gave rise to the town. Tha 
earliest return of reprettentaiivea to Parliament 
from this borough, waa in the S^rd £dward I , 
after which time no return was made till the last 
Parliament of King i:kiward Vl.j when the Sheriff 
of Yorkshire summoned Ue^cion and Thirsk to 
elect two members for their representation. The 
right of election is at present vested in the burgage 
tenures, to the number Oi' 50; of which 49 are now 
in the hands of one proprietor. 

Bj the brook Codbeck, the town is divided intp 
two parts, usually denominated the old and new 
tovi'.i The former contains the properties whidi 
con%^ey to their possessors theriirht of voting in the 
elections of the borough : but the latter presents a 
more modern appearance, and is the principal part 
of the town ; occapyin|2f t^e ancient site of Thirsk 
Cnstle, from whose ruins it has nndonbtedTj ris^n. 
It IS snid that no less than Fii»='VFN F^uNnirant 
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fhftifted Cafittes were, built in this country, betweeE 
^ yewn 1140 aud lid4| and Uiore than a tbousaud 

Were standing in the reigii of Henry the ISecond« 
Those times exhibited little else than the disousN 
ing seenes of intestine broils, discordi and rapine; 
the hateful concomitants of the feudal sv^teni : and 
the weakness of Stephen has justly been ceiisured^ 
ifk permitting the erection of so manj ibrtressesy 
the4iurserie9 of tumult, aud the sources ot coutea* 
tion between the Monarch and ilie iiaroas. 

Thirsk Castle, howei'er, was erected at a more 
distant period, and claims an antiquity of a huiiared 
years before the Norman Conquest: and its ciesti* 
flies are so intimately connected with thone ol the 
^ town, that the history of one aiwti comprise the 
liifitory of the other. 



THE CASTLE. 



Hie foundations of Thirsk Castle, wlikli appears 
io have been very cousiuerable, were laid in the 

last ^ear of Edgar the Peaceable, I2ih Aing ol aU 
England; who ascended the throne A D. 959, and 
M eaid le haM bee& present on the occasiofti His^ 

B 2 
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Edgar died tfie 8th July, A. D. 975, having Ve^ 
et only 16 years. The buildin*^ was finwhed at 
the time when Edward tb« Martyr, the son of the 
llite Kdgar, was murdered ,' which event took place 
in the vear 979. 

The Castle of Thirsk was built by thft fiimily of 
Mowbray, to whose Lordship the whole neigh- 
bburhood was anciently subjected. The first men- 
tion oi' the name in history, is afler the Conquest, 
when we tind Kobert de Mowbray, a powerful 
Nornjan Jiaron, created Earl of NorthumberIand| 
in lOiSO, and afterwards joining in an unsuccessful 
conspiracy to depose King William Hufus, and to 
het up his eldir brotheri Robert/ Duke of Nor* 
niandy, A. D. 10S9* 

To alone for his rebellion, he afterwards signa- 
lised Ijimseif in opposing the progress of a Scotch 
invasion, wl.ich took place in the ^ear 1091 ; and 
proved f:)t»l to Malcolm^, King of Scotland, as also 
to Edward iiis son. 

Robert de Mowbray had done the King* signal 

fervice by his victory over the Scuts; and being 

piittl'd up with success, he injagineti that no favour* 

- '■ ■ ■ " ■ ' ' ■ ' II ■■■>■!■ m 

. *^ lUpiu's England, by Tindal, voU.Ij p. 183« 



movHA sufficiently reward so important a service* * 

fiut the *King expressed so little gratitude, that 
the Earl's haughty spirit led hiiu to devise means 

to make the Monarch repent his disrespectful 

treatment. Nothing Ipsr could satisfy his revenge, 

than the fVthronins: of William Rufiis, and setting 
the crown on the head of Stephen, Earl of Alhe- 

marie, grandson of William the Conqueror. He 
drew into this plot a great number of Lords, who 
also were dissatisfied with the harsh and scornful 
behaviour of the King. William besieged th« 
Castle of Bamborough, where Mowbray was, who 
fled to Tyneraouth, and there fell into the hands of 
his enemies. The fortress was then surrendered, 
and Robert de Mowbray was confined in Windsor 
Castle, where he remained a prisoner thirty years.* 
His estates were confiscated to the crown. 

Henry, younger brother of King William II. was 
crowned the 5th of August, 1100, under the title 
of Henry !., surnamed Beau-clerc. The estates 
which had been forfeited by Robert de Mowbray, 
Governor of Northnmberlan-^, and owner of Thirsk 
Castle, to the late King William Rufus, were now 
given to Nigel Albani,t who, being a Mowbray by 

* Rapin, by Tindal, vol. I. p. 186. 

+ William de Mowbray, whose heir was Nigel Al- 
Ibani, founded a Chapel and Chautry iu Thirsk, dadi^ 
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tiis rootb^r^s side, directed his son Roger t0«9d^iM> 
tfce title of Mowbray. This Roger de Mowbrajr. 
was the founder of B^^land Abl>ey,* and other reli- 
gious houses in Yorkshire, to the number of thtrtj-' 
five. 

" The family of these Mowhrnys was a^ consi* 
4erable as any for power, honour, and wealth: 
Aey possessed very great estates, uith the Castles 
4>f Siingesbj/^ Thrtsh, and oihers, in these part^ 
The rise of this f mily was in short thus '.-"Roger 
de Mowbray Earl of Northumberland, and It de 
Grandebeofj being for disloyalty deprived of their 
estates, Kins^ Henry the first gave a great part of 
them to Migell de Atbeme (descended from the 
same family with the Albenies Earls of Arundellj a 
man of very noble extraction among the Normans* 
He was Bow-bearer to William Hufus, and enrich-* 
ed to that degree by him, that he had in England 
140 Knights' fees, *nd in Normandy 120. His son 
lloger was also commanded by him to take the 

<%ted to St. Nicholas, which had connexions with the 
Abbey of Newburgh. Some »einjiiriB. of a Chantry were 
supposed io be standing witk an inscription upon them, 
80 lately as the year 1784, constituting the Parlour ot 
the late Keeper ot the Hou^e of Correction. Chantries 
•were dissolved in the 1st Edward VI. by Act of Parlia* 
inent, and their endowments vested in the Crown.*-* 
Gent. Mag. April, 1782. 

-*— ^ Brit ^^ 



of Mombrayj from whom the Mowbrajii 
Jj^ls of Nottinirham^ and the Pukes of J^orfoik, 
ace doBcendeiL*** 

la the third year of <he rcfgn of King Stephen', 
who wat crowned at Westminster, the S6th De- 
cember, 1 1 35; Roger de Mowbray distinguished 
himself hi a battle fought against the Scots, near 
Korthallerton, commonly designated The Baiile of 
ihe Siandardt and on Candlemas-day, 1 140, wap 
taken prisoner by Matilda, at the battle of Lin« 
coin ;t'. but when the Queen and her son Henry 
were obliged to retire into Normaady, the prisonera 
obtained their liberty. 

A. D, 1147, Lewis the Young, King of France, 
led a body of troops to the Holy Land. He was 
'attended, annong others, by Roger de Mowbray, 
who signalised himself in this expedkion. ^ 

At ihe accession of Henry II, to the throiie of 
^JESngland, the eondition of the English Boroughii 
was greatly improved by the privilefipps granted 
them dorinff the strMsrsrle between their late Ktnsfs 
and the Nobility. Henry perceived the eraod policy 
of this Circumstance, and «*ill fnrt^pr extended 

thefr pri vileg-ea to snch a d(p£rr*>r». ihf*f 'Ta bondmaa 
%t I . '- 

♦ ramden*^ PritnnT^iR, by Gibson, 1695, c. 757f 

t *^J»pin, \o!. T, p ^Of>. 

% Rapin , Toh I, p. 208y i&nd note ( 1 5.) 
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or servant resided in any borough a year and a'di^ 
he was by such residence made a freeman. Th« 
King was resolved, however, to demolish the Cas** 
ties of those Barons, who had bf»en the promoters 
of these conspiracies, which had disturbed the 
reijS^ns of his predecessors ; and had aimed at hit 
own dethronement. Roger de Mowbray was among 
the conspirators, who, in 1173, had oppose^ th» 
King, and wished to place his son upon the throne* 
The Rebels were however defeated, and compelled 
to retire to their fortresses. The Castle of North- 
allerton* was besieged by the Kin^, and obliged to 
capitulate, and the same fate, it appears, befel als« 
the Castle of Thirsk. 

This strong and warlike fortress, whose formi- 
dable walls overlooked the few houses which 
composed the town of Thirsk, was of immense 
magnitude, and inferior to few in the Kingdom, for 
the magnificence of its external appearance, as well 
as the sumptuous grandeur of the interior. Its 
towers were high and numerous, and of such ex- 
cellent stone, that they at once displayed all the 
^richness of gothic architecture, and all the dura- 
bility so necessary to preserve them from the rage 
and violence of the feudal times, to which thej 
were subjected. 



* Rapin, vol. I, p. 23g» 
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iPfaa lafge* domains of the Mowbrajs, which I^y 
che scene of Henry's successes, had been expo^- 
#d4o all hn furjr; frtin which it was iaipossible 
to n^wrd then any lens^th of time. But Mowbray 
mw^ alwny^ well provided with stores fora'sieofc, 
%nd thftmoft orderly di^pipline if as ob«ierved amon^ 
his trooos, which sfen'^nlly amounted to SOO^effectiye 
men^ who were willing at any time to lay down 
their lires for their valiant leader, and would have 
thought them richly bestowed. Tlie castle itself was 
^ noble pile of bail ling, uiitinjf the raiq^niflc^nce of 
a royal palace, with ^he strength and security of an 
impretifngLbTe fortres*?. T^e soldiers werj spruns^ 
from the different clans of the Mowbrays, an 1 with 
their warlike leader had often foi^a^ht valiantly and 
gnccessfuUy, and had defended with fidelity incor- 
rnntible, the ris^hts of their beloved commander. 
This castle of Thirsk, from its enormous size, was *a 
guide to the fffirth, from all the abbeys and small 
castles which surrounded it To the Eastward, ffro\n 
its lofty turrets, a romantic and diversified prospect 
was seen of the rugged steeps of Hambleton. Near 
, those rocks, was a hermitage on Hood Hill; con- 
nected with Whitby Abbey, and founded by the 
Ihmily of Mowbray. Beyond Felixkirk, on Mount 
8t John, stood a Preceptory of the Knights of St, 
Jt>hn of Jerusalem, founded by William Percy, in 
the preceeding reign, and which was afterward^ 
jl^anted in exchange by Henry VIII, to the Apcb-r 
l^i^hop of York. Northwards \ya8 the ca^tl^ Qf ypt 
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gall, now also in ruins ; reported to limiret>cJifft4rftf 
built on the spot wheie h^d been discovered a tirl^ 
•ure hidden in the ground, and from whose mittit ilfti 
more modern mansion, New-building, seemft to faai% 
arisen Six miles East of Upsall Castllf) wias^ tht 
noble abbey of Rievalle, now Rivialx, near H^Xmi^ 
sley. This abbey was founded in the year Mdl, ili 
the reififn of King Henry 1., by Walter de Espec^li 
Baron af high rank and ample possessions ; who 
introduced the Cistercians into the North of Eng- 
land, by founding this abbey of Rievalle, which he 
peopled with monks from Clarevalle. This wai 
C^ the head of the surrounding abbeys of Bylan^ 
Fountains, Hood Hill, St. Mary's, and ijervis; an4 
was also the burial place of Walter de Espec. T6 
the West from the turrets of Thij*sk Castle^ wi^ 
seen a wide view of the Western Hilis, in a stat^ 
of higher cultivation than those to the Eastward. 
Amongst these hills was situated the town of 
J?ipon: farther onwards, the celebrated abbey of 
Fountains, which owed its origin to.the separation 
of ^ome monks from the Benedictine Monastery of 
St. Mary's at York, who embraced the rule of 
Cistercians, and established themselves in thii 
abbey, whose patron Saint was St. Bernard tbi^ 
Abbot of Clarevalle. It is observable, that in tb^ 
year 1526, WiJIiam Thirske,* B. D. was the Abbot 

As It was not unusual for ecclesiastics to take their 
Mines from tlio places of their natiWly, it U highlf 
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%f ti'oQntainft Abbey.* To the South were seen 
the towers of the c^$tle of Topcliffe, the seat of 
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yrobabte that this ce(ebrated character, was a na- 
tive 9f tfur borough of Thirsk. irath obliges us to 
ml^Q rather nn unfavourable report respecting him, out 
We copy the words of Henry i'ercy^ the Sixth Karl of 
fForthiimberlaiid : ^^ The Abbot of i* ouutaiiis do'th uot 
indeavour bin^self lyke a discrete father towards the 
Imid couveut and the profet of the hous ; but haith, 
ligainst the same, as ^ell solde and wasted the great 
f^te or all theyre store in c»taill> as alsoo theyie 
Ifooddift in dy verse contries, kc,^ &c. 
itTki- J r i Your's, assury'd^ 

TfcMxxTjdajofJune. „ NOHTU U>1 BKttLANB.- 

*' To my bed fellow Arondell." 

One of the visitors reports of him thus : 

^' l-^lease your worship to understand that the Abbot 
tof Fountans hath so greatly dilapidate his house, 
^sted ye woods, notoriously keeping six whores; and 
iUL days before our doming, he committed theft and 
iacriiege, confessing the same ; for at midnight he 
^QHUsed his chaplain to stele the keys of the sexton, and 
took out a jewel, a cross of gold with stones ; one 
"Warren, a goldsmith of the Chepe, was with him in his 
chamber at tuehour; and there they stole out a great 
<e'merode with a rubye. The said Warren made the 
Abbot believe the rubye was a garnet, and so for that 
lie paid nothing, tor the emerode but Jlj'2.0. He sold 
itim also plate without weight or ounces. (Subscribed) 

^' From Richmont, K. LA^TON. 

tJn Com' fclbor') the 20th Jan." 
• This Abbot, as well as some other», was executed at 
Tybiira ou an accusation of being coucerued in the 
InsurrectioB In Vorkshire. Some have bjsen supposed 
th suiter on false charges^ iiut iiurnet says, '^ it was 
l)elieved that most of the great Abbots cherished it."— - 
Vide Hist, of Kipou, part^, |>. 1«4. 

^ iDtierent grauts to the monks of Fountains Abbe(}^ 



Earl Percy, a strong fortress, and noted for it§ 
lieautiful pleasure- fcroiinds. To the left was the 

castle of Hinderykill, near Sheriff Hntton,* which 
%v^s built by the Barons de Greystock, at the tim^ 
Fountains Abbey was built, and called by soroe^. 
from the number of springs surrounding it^ Hun-. 
dred Skellt Farther still was the castle ^f €raike, 
and still more distant, the stupendous cathedrial of 
York closed the view from the turrets of Thirsk^ 
sublimed by the grand outline of the Hambletoa 
Kills ; wild in its bolder features, but yet abound . 
ing with the sylvan scenery of the vale of MowlH*aj^ 
beautifully variegated, and widely extended. 

The castle, with its outworks, occupiipd four «ci*ef ' 
of ground; but now scarce a 6tone remains upon^ 

another, to mark the scene of alJ this bustle and 
ionfusion. The view, on passing the grand en- 
trance, was calculated to strike terror into xhii 
beholGer. 1 ite poiiiieruus iron gales turneu bea«, 
vily on their hinges, *' grating haish tliuuder/'^ 
The courts were filled with the warriors of tbe 
Mowbrays, who nightly traversed the ramparts, to 
keep diligent \^atch over the inmates of the ciMStle^ 
and to prevent a surprisal by lurking violence/ 

by the family "of Monbray, are recorded iu Hargrove^l'' 
liist. of Knaiesborough, , 

* " Built by Bertrand de Bui mer,"— Camden^ 

f Camden^ 



Thii great hall was of spacioud dimensions ; and ittat 
decorations were of exquisite workmanship ; hung^ 
with waving baiuiers, the fruits of hard earned 
victory; it was the glory add delight bf the as- 
sembled chieftains, at the sumptuous banquet, to 
riecount the days that were past, the battles wh^re 
those bloody trophies had been won, and the vali- 
ant achteveihents of th^ir departed ancestors. The 
scene is finely described by the poet of antiquity^ 
" Th^ night passed away in song: morning i^- 
tumed in joy. A thousand chiefs leaned forward 
from their seatd, to hear the voice of the bard."* 
The grand stair-case was likewise of curious work- 
manship; its carved work displayed the hand of 
«n ingenious artist; and all the other principal 

rooms were proportionally superb; particularly 
those of the South Wing ; as became the owner of 

inch large doiiiains. 

In Roger de Afowbray, the unfortunate alwajrs 
found a friend ; one that not only pitied their mis* 
fortunes, but also used his endeavours to relieve 
them: in battle he was valiant, and like a genuine 
bero, spread slaughter and destruciion around him. 
He was of lofty stature; and his noble mien and 
tondescending manners won him many friends : 
amongst them . unfurtanately was the son of hii 

■ ■ ■!> I<i ■ > IIIB^mA till ■■ ». . ■> ■■■ I I I ^Jlt P 

• Ossian. 
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Sovereign : this Prince sb insinuated himself inttk 
the afi'ections of Roger, as to be the occasion of hi4 
greatest troubled, in attempting to raise the son to 
the throne Of hiis tUther.* 

in tl^e reign of king Henry II; his son Heniy 
Wns assigned ati equal share in the tjovernnieat 
wUh hiniseU', and afterwards rebelled against his 
father The said Roger de Mowbray joined with 
ihe party otthe son in this attempt which proved 
unsuccessful. Sir Roger having escaped to Aln* 
wick, and fearing that his castle of Thirsk would be 
attacked immediately by the King, instantly dis^ 
patched a messenger to his Nephew, John de Mow^ 
bray, informinfif him that their plans had proved 
abi)rtive, and of his feat-s respecting Thirsk ; but 
charged him on his salvation, not tosurrenuer the 
castle, should King Henry's troops demand it; 
as he was raising some men amongst t^ie degraded 
Jtiarons, and doubted not, in the ix)urse ol a short 
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♦ '• 1 iiKEi^K, commonly Thhusk^ h*ad formerly a nerf 
strong castle^, where Roger de Mowbray began hi> rebel* 
lion, and call'd in the King of Scots to the destruction 
of hiscouitiv ; K'ng Hent) the'second haVing very uni 
advisedly orcVt) ins oun gkave, by taking his son int^ 
Qn equai share t»f the government and royalty. But tbil 
^^edition was, at last as it were QytN(HT with blood, and 
the castle utterly demolished, so that I could see nothinf^ 
'of-U ther€, besidet the raia|Mre»* ^ «" C e mdgaV Britannii^ 



tiin^, to bring; some iloldiers to its relief; being de-> 
termined to withstand the utmost vengence his en** 
iraged sovereign could inflict. 

John received if ith great regret the neirsoftfae 
ftilure of these plans of his Uncle, and of the other 
Nobles who were engaged with him in theenterprize. 
He was determined, at all eventn, however, not ta^ 
give up the possession to an enemy, and to sell hi§ 
life at as dear a rate as possible. 

In every part of the castle, all was now bustle and 
fonfusion, and in preparation fur the assault which 
was shortly e^^pected. £very entrance was well 
ruarded, the most orderly discipline observed in tbt 

garrison, and scouts were dispatched ia all direct 
tions. 

On the evening of the 8th of March, in the yeatr 
1175, a strolling party from the castle suprised a 
King's messenger from the army, near Topcliflfe 
Castle, who was on his route to Dunbar: when 
^ught prisoner to Thirsk, he informed them that 
liord de V^ulence was marph^n^ at the head of ten 
thousand men, to reduce all those rebellious castle^ 
Jn the hands of private persons; suffering only 
those to 3tand, which were necessary for the de* 
#Mice of his Sovereign Lord's dominions; and that 
the troops of Henry were expected to beatYorJ[ 
9n the l^th} the veiy day on ^hich Roger df 



*^ 
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Mowbray .lexpeeted to arrive at bis ancestral easlle 
of Thirsk, witb a considernble reinforcement. Wow 
dauntless was the determination of the man ! With 
a ^andf^l of troops, he hopel to r/>nqner a host of 
foes ; thowsrh he could not but despair of a Tongf 
resistance to his powerful enemy, as Henrv was 
resolved to chastise the insolence of the Barons^ 
and make them subject and submissive to Kui 
tsovereign will. 

All passed on quietly at the castle till the nis^ht 
of the 1 1 til of March : they were eagerly expecting 
the arrival of Sir Roger and bis troops ; when tho 
gentinelon duty at the highest turret espied the 
troops of Lord de Valence coming from Easily 
wold, after reducing Craike and Hjndejrskell Cas- 
tles, and peoplins^ them with their own men : yet 
John was determined to resist King Henry's at- 
tacksv ^^ Undoubtedly," said he, " the lives of 
my family are forfeited; why then should I yieW 
tamely to my tat**? Much better will it be th^t 
I should bravely die, in defence of our rights and 
liberties " He therefore retired for the night, aftejT 
having seen the gates secured, and the sentiqek 
posted on their respective btatipns, 

John arose in the n)ornin^, after passing a sleeps 
less night, hoi at all benefitted by his rest : having 
buckled on his. armour, he examined the respective 
wards; aiid found all in battle s^fray. H^ 9u|py 
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liianded the standards of the house to he bro'ig^'it ; 
aad, havia^ plaateJ them in the iniJst of the i;;re.it 
kally he called a ijener.il asssuil)ly of tl\3 kiii^jiU 
and warriors, who received him with tumjltuoai 
applause as he thus addressed thjm : 

*^ Warriors and Friends ! I hive assembled yo^JL 
here, to ascertain if jou are readv to defend with 
mf this fortress. I fully expect my Uncle this 
day, with the troops he has promised to bring- ; but 
the King*8 army is now encamped on Felixkiric 
Moor; and I suppose they intend to atfack this 
castle at suiiset. I, therefore, wish to know if you 
will remain true to my standard ; if not, you are at 
full liberty to retire from the duties which will 
otherwise be imposed upoii you.'* 

They all declared, with one consent, that ther 
would not surrender the castle, while one drop of 
blood flowed in their veins : and each retired to 
his station. 

Shoi-tly after, a herald appftare^ at the jsrate, and- 
sounding a blast, demanded a parley. John de 
Mowbray ascended the battlem'-ntR of thejofty 
gates, and leaning^ over the parapet, listened to the 
hostile commission ofthpKinsr's messeno^er, " Lord 
de Valence," he announced, " waives not war with 
the feeble ; he commands this castle to be delivered 

D 
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Up to hjm, er the ruin of it is inevitable ; yield tf^ 
him the castle, and you may expect such merqr 
as obedience desert es ; but should you and your 
people rashly dare to brave his anger, and disdaia 
'the mild clemency of these terms, the chastisement 
of war will quickly teac you the danger of an ob- 
stinate resistance: and an jgnom; ious death awaits 
the traitorous offenders." *' Say to your comman* 
der," John firmly replied, " <hat I vilue not his 
threats, and that I will defend the castle to the last 
extremity. You have your answer.** 

The herald quickly disnppeared; all now aj|i» 
sumed the formidable aspect of a brave defence: 
and the most determined spirit of loyalty totheir 
conmander seemed to prevail throughout tb| 
castle. 






No attempt was made on the eastle that nkrht, 
but at dawn of day the follow inir morning, a mes* 
sender arrived in breathless ha«te with the doleful 
tidings of the total defeat of Roger de Mowbray, 
near Northallerton, by the King's troops, who were 
inarching from Bernard Castle to meet the forces of 
Lord de Valence, and make one strong body to 
crush the sons of rebellion ; but that Roger bad 
escaped, favoured by the darkness of nisfht, and had 
i}oi been discovered by the enemy. This bad new§ 
was a ^reat damp to . Johpi asit was juow im|iosaifa]§ 
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inrbfrff't^defiind (be castle with ^access, those sup 
flies being cut off, and the army oi Lord de Valence 
Ma^lj at>he gates. 

At noon the rojal armies were in possession of 
fte castle/ which was surrendered by the general 
consent of the garrison. John de Mowbraj wat 
conveyed prisoner to Craike Castle, an I there con- 
fined ; but at the accession of Richard to the throne 
(theeldest surviving son of Henry II)) he was re- 
leased, and reinstated in those possessions which 
Itad been forfeited by his Uucle, Sir Roger de 
tlowbray. 

After his ifefeat at N^rthallepton, Roger d^ Mow? 
V»y veot a second time to the Holy I^and ; wherf 
he^remfiined during the remainder of Henry's reigi|« 
In the second year of Richard Cceur de Lion, ot^ 
<he Igth day of July, A. D. I19I,thecity of St. Joha 
de Acre surrendered tp the armies of the Crusaders^ 
^nder tbp con^ipand of the King pf England, an| 
^hiljp pf France. No |es« than 300,000 Pilgrimf 
flTfS said to have perished in this expensive siege ojf 
two years ; among whom were very many Princes 
and noble personagec^, whose armorial bearings still 
fjSt^iil soine b^()ge of this HoLy War^ as Escallop 

^kBtl$9 SftF*! CrescenfSf ?ipd Crotses. The esr 
•tttcheen now visible at the S. £. ang^le of thi^ 
tower of Thirsk Church, aqd which is conimonlj 
sscribed io the fiimiTy of Mowbray, bears to this 

J?2 
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day a Cross mofine^ which may possibly have beeH' 
the honoumble distinction bestowed on the valiant* 
achievements of Sir Roger in the crusade of Richard 
the First. 

. ■ . • -. - • > 

The arms of Lord Dacre, the Earl of Lincoln; j 
the families ofSt. Johi^ IMinshuJ, Tiluey, Mowbray,^ 
&c. are recorded on the page of History* as dis-^ 
tinguisLed by this lasting memorial of their ajiices-*^ 
tors* mistaken piely and fruitless valour* , \<t 

On the ISihj Acre was equally divided between' 
the two Kings of England and France. The Earl|| 
and Barons who attended them in this expedition^ 
desired that they also might be sharers in the gaina, 
as they had been in the labours and dangers of this^ 
destructive siege: but as they received no satia-" 
faction, most of them were compelled to sell their 
arn s and return homewards. Probably Roger de 
Mowbray might be among the number; for we* 
find that he retired shortly after to the solitude pf 
By land, for the remainder of his dajs ; where, after 
a short iilnest^, he departed this life ; and was buH^' 
in the chaplei-house of that abbey. 

m . * 

After the lapse of more than COO years, Martini 
Sta|7lt6n+ Esq. discovered, Irom ancient Ml^Hlj 

^ _ ■ .... ■ I . I i») 

* lia^ii. b)liiidal,i, 250, note (3.) v. t 

t ^iartiii SU].yitoa^ Esq. is liLeally descended fro^ 



the exaet place in By land Abbey, where laj the 
bones of the illustrious Roger, which he caused to. 
h^ disinterred, and convened them in bin carri«fg«i 
to be deposited at Mj^tou, in the month uf July/ 
1819« Fragments of the coffin, and small pieces of 
the bones, &c. were obtaine i b^ different persons ;' 
and are now preservett bj^ their possessors with the 
Teneratioo of relics. 

Kin^ Henry 11., who wds at Northampton, when 
the castle of Thirsk was taken, made use of the 
fieaceable times which succeeded, to. demolish all 
the fortified castles still remaining in private hands,, 
which had been so great a check upon the power of 
the Sovereign. Thirsk Castle Has if<volved in the 
calamity; and the halls of feudal maguiiiceuce u ere 
levelled with the dust. 

** Hark ! the loud engines fear the trembling walls^ 
And from its base the massire fabric falls, 

And all at once these ancient honours fade; 
These lofty towers, and all .these noble spoils^ 
Sink into silence, 'midst intestine broils 

Id prostrate ruins lost, and dark oblivion laid.'' 

The only remaining vestiges yet retain the ap- 
pellation of The Castle Ydrd: and the subterranean 

' — '> 

Sir Miles Stapylton, one of the original Knights of the 
Garter; and also from Beatrice^ daughter of Kin^ 
Henry IIL 
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vaults having some jrears since given trty, eati 
the earth to subside about Four fbet at the surfadr* 
If the «pot were explored, Ronjething curious mighf: 
pdsifiblj be discQvered|, well wprth^ of th^ under^* 
taking. 

The remaining ruins are^ so many memorfaTs of 
the vanity of earthly grandeur, which, {tke man' 

himself, is humbled and laid low in the tomb of 
0blivio]>^, and frequ^tly irrecoveFaMy lo^t, even to 
the exertions of the moat diligent securidy w Eiiam 
ipsce periefe ruinm. The very raint are decayed 
and lost* ■ '■ ^ 

With this period the History of Thirsk Caslli 
closes for ever; its later destiiiies s^eiu to be be«^ 
neath the notice of History; and to have escaped' 
the search of the curioqs. Its venerable reoaaipa 
are well worthy th^ exQ^ininatioaof the annquaryij 
and thcj vestiges of departeu g^qatness pannot but 
excitp a ine{s^nc;My pi^fisun^ in tb» l^fast of tho 
visitor. 

If Thirsk and Upsal Castles in our own neigfr* 
bourhood, and many others in the kingdom, no 
longer exhibit their warlike towers and stateljl 
walls in a posture of defence^ we aire thankful they 
^re no longer needful. Now, we behold in tho' 
aspect of nobility, a philanthropy and benignity 



^ffbfting teal bl^singf^, iti the ptitrotULge ef every 
lofititutioB^ which has for its object liie instruction 
of the Ignorant, the relief of saffering humanity^ 
and the general amplioration of sodety. The be^ 
fiign influence of Chriitiaaity hag produced tbm 
pleasing .ehaii^e. 



RevuMf K« the Hifttoiy ef the femily of Mowbray, 
we find William de Mowbray^* A D. 1 199, susped>» 
ed of favouring the claims of Arthur, Duke of Bret^ 
i|^n«», in opposition to those of King John, for the 
throne of finsrtand : but by the promise of restoring 
tb thetti afl thHr rights the hostile lords were pre^ 
Tailed on to take the oath of fealty to John. . Th0 
Ranre of William de Mowbray stands honourably 
vecbrded, as one of the nobility who demanded «t 
diarter of that King. A. P. llSU.t 

Roger de Mowbray, who died in the fifty-first 
year of Henry III, A. D. 1267, was interred in 
the priory of dominicans at Pontefract J 

♦ Rapin, I, 250, note (3.) 
. 4: Raping I, 275, note (2,) 
X fioothroyd's History of Pontefract^ 340. 



In the reigfii of Edward II., John de Mowbraj^ 
Governor of York, was ord«n»d to array all the 
iencible men within the wapentake of Staincross, 
to attend the Ktnsf'? expedition to Scotland. • He 
^8« one of the barons who opposed the King'g 
fevourites, the Spencers ,• bnt was taken by the 
roval army, at the battle of Boronghbridge, A. D. 
1321, and with two others, was executed at York, 
and hunfi^ in chains by a sentence passed against 
them by the King, at Pontefr»ct Castle. The 
cau^e of this civil w ir, which drenched the scaffolds 
with noble blood to such an extraordinary degree 
as has not since been witnessed, was the King's 
obnoxious fondness for the favourites, who were 
the objects of popular oiituio, on account cf their 
6ppressions and haughty demeanor. During thrm 
reign, in the neighbourhood of Thirsk were fWught 
dgainst the Scots, the battleisof Myton on the Swale, 
Northallerton, BoroughbriHs:<*.Knaresborousrh, and 
Rir>on : Norton llerton and Ripon were ransomed by 
Edward for 1000 marks each ; but Knaresborouglr 
was totally burnt by the victorious Scots. ' 

" To BonouGHBRYnGE, by Fast nnd West he* brent 
And hoTT>p aeavne, ^ith many a prysouer, 
Without harrae or lette of his enteht 
With mykoll <;ood, but in My ton meadoWe nere 
To Swale water, laye then with great power 



• Robert Bruce. 
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Wai^teu Wakeyn among the hay kockes biishr.l, 

. Upon the Byshop*so(Ienly wifh Scottes yssueO." 

Hardy ng's Chron. Kdwnrd If. 
Fol. 17i2, col ^2. 

■i 

■. A battle was foui^lit near Northallerton in the 
reij?n of Stephen, Aua:. 22, 1 138, and on ^ther d;iys 
of the same y6ar, skirmishes have taken place near 
that town. 

. John de Mowbray, at his death was found to hold 
the m^nor of Thirsk, in capile of the King, which by 
favour of King Edward HI. was restored io his son 
John in the year 1327, who was afterwards present 
• at the memorable battle of Crecy. At the corona- 
tion of Richard II., A. D. 1377, the title of Earl of 
Nottingham was conferred upon the head ol the 
house of Mowbray, which descended to his brother 
Thomas in the 6th of the same King. Thomas was 
distinguished, A. D. 1378. by his opposition to an 
invasion of the Scots; but was afterwards blamed 
as an accessary to King Richard's design of mur- 
dering the Earls of Arundel and Warwick, and the 
.good Duke of Gloucester. He was, however, in- 
duced by the King's haughty demeanour, to resign 
. his command as Admiral of England, together .with 
the, Earl of Arundeljt A, D. 1387, and was doomed 



♦ Archbishop of "VoriL* 
I Rapml,463. 
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by the arbitrary Monarch to feel the effects of Kit 
resentment, with Arundel, Gloucester, Warwidk, 
and Derby, but the Parliament afterwards passed an 
act granting a general pardon. During the reign 
of this Prince, John de Mowbray was also createa 
Duke of Norfolk ; but the heirs male failing, hir 
estates passed to the families of Berkley and Howard^ 
to whom the title descended by intermarriages.* 

John de Mowbray, it appears, was present also 
at the roemorablie battle of Agincourt, and tfafe siege 
6f Harfleur. And his Successors are frequent!]^ 
(nentibned on the page of history, as filling vafrioaisi 
Situations and offices of honour and profit. 

In the year 1402, the Earl of N*orthurol)erlan4 
(a Mowbmy) having received as he thou^bl. an in? 
jury and affront from the new King, Henry 11^^ 
raised the standard of revolt, and was the cause jof 
the bloody battle of Shrewsbury. Jjnofraterui for flip 
free pardon he received from th^ King after tlift 
battle, he a second time rebefled, anH w^th X/ora 
jftariloif raised an army in Scotland to lAvsiqe l£h|f« 

land. They entered Yorkshire, and set up Dki^lr 

hostile standard at Thirsk, deckriri^ tTi>ir i/bfett % 

^ the rest(Mr6ti6ii of Edward MoVtjnier, &^t*fif 

March, who, their manifesto asserted, 'hsA ^hein 
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Kapin I, 637^ note (3.) 



tL%|^9% 4i5tW«ft4 from th§ Crowij. $i.r Tlioinag 
J^ul^ej)^, Sl^ierif of Yp/fc, pnga|;e(^ t^e /-ebel^ uith 

V 9V<^?^.?f*?Wj^ **^^* ftfo^rbra^ wa# slain on the 
W9^# 9R^ :^9f <i Bardolf was captured^ so severely 
•'frpufid^dj t^at lie died in the coursjr of a iew days. 
f-ijkis ^,att}e was fought near Haslewood^ on liraiii- 
]^ I^opr, Feb 19, 1408. The Abbot of Halea 
l^eipg t^ken in arms, was hanged at York^ with 
^i^fiy others of his partj ; and the heads of the two 
Ir^ds were sent to the King, and exhibited upon 
^odpn-bridge.* On account of the number of 
Ecclesiastics robed in their Surplices^ slain in this 
)>attle, it has usually been denominated the FFhiU 
fiaUle. 

A. p. 1469, an insiirrection in favour of ^th| 
Bouse of Lancaster brpke out in Yorkshiie, whic^ 
John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, was summoned 
*^ 4(ing £dward 1 V^. to quell. The royal army, 
,|yii4Srlhe cpmniand of the Karl of Pembroke and 
^^^ distinguished Jieaderp, proved finally unsuc- 
§f^tffy^ AjPthe b^tUiB pf iii^nbury, ^uly 26, 14(}9,t 

* 

# Ailo^her flsuie of rabeHion likewise broke out 
Aere, in King Jyenry the J^venih's reign, A. D« 

^ 4iapin I, 499. 

+ iiapia 1, 605, note (7 ) 
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1488. For the lawless rabble repining most grie-' 
vousl^^ at that tirue, that' a sitiall subsidy was laid 
on them bj the Parliament, drove awa}^ the col- 
lectors of it, and forthwith (as such 'madness, upo^' 
the least success, ^purs on without end or aiirb)' 
tell here" (at Thirsk) " upon Henry Percie, E^rf 

of Northumberland, who was Lieutenant of this 
Count)', and kilted him : then, under the condtfat 
of John Egremond^ their leader, took up arms 
against their King and Gountry. Yet it was not 
long before they were brought to such heavy pun- 
ishments as were due to' them."* John a Gbambre^ 
of Thirsk, wds a distinguished ring-leader in this 
insurrection. Th^ rebels were reduced by the 
Earl of Surry ; and John was executed at York 
•nith a score of his accomplices: but was graced 
by the honourable distinction of hanging twenty 
leet abovie the heads of his fellows. -^ 

About the time Thirsk Castle was built, there Vas 
erected a small watcli tower at Sowerby, another 
at Felixkifk, another i«t Kirb^-W iske, and anothet 
at Pickhill. From those towers the lofty lurretii 
of Thirsk Castle were discerned, and when an ene* 
my was near they could alarm the castle by their 
•blazing cressets, whose bright flame was seen, for 
, miles around, and soon discovered by the sentinels 



* Gibson's Camden, 766. 



THIRSK, &C. 37 

«n watch at the castle. The iiount, near Sowerbjr, 
on which this watch tower was erected, is still re- 
maining : though some have taken it iTcr a sepul- 
chral tumulus, raised by the Danes after a battle, 
as human bones have been dug up at its foot. 

Such tumuli are frequently met with, both sepa- 
rately, and connected; sometimes extending; in a 
long line placed at regular distances. The erectioil 
of a sepulchral tumulus is finely pourtrayed by the 
Poet, who coloured from nature, and may be quoted 
as an authority : '' I took a stone from the stream, 
amidst the song of bards. The blood of FingaUs 
foes hung curdled in its ooze. Beneath, I placed, 
at intervals, three bosses from the shields of foes, 
as rose or fell the sound of UUin's nightly song. 
Toscar laid a dagger in earth, a mail of sounding 
steel. We raised the mould around the stone^ and 
hade it speak to other years y* 

Closing the eventful History of the Town of 
Thirsk and its Castle, which are so intimately 
connected with the family of Mowbray, it is a 
melancholy reflection that the page of History, 
even that small portion of it which relates to a 
comparatively obscure town, is none other than the 
relation of crimes and bloodshed. It is recorded 
of our celebrated moralist. Dr. Samuel Johnson, 
that, being asked why he did not more frequ6ntfy 

* Ossian* 
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irad f lifttorr, |ie ropIM* "I ^ l^et IwrlH 4^^ 

may weii ^ drop a teur/ when sucb dvbje^d |m4I 
presented to his pen < Happy would U >»| Q|^h14 
a thousand tears wash away the crimes iviiich it 19 
the business of the Historic Muse, laithfuUy to 
transmit in impartial colours, to the e^^ of p^s* 
terity J 

" O'er History's lengthening totifse 
The vein of perseferrng fary rutts^ 
And be that reads iti$ pages, rightiy <$a14« 4?l^tfli 
ItecoFds •£ Caraage, Ciiroaicles of Mood.*' 



Ins survey of the to wit, as it wjjf f^p^^'^i'^ 
traveller is naturally led to begin with 



"Wln^i&^hr^e ^gqve of nohlp J^ismmm^ wd 
ipdPtM^Gf many j^ppd house^.h»tsU»toi:t)W?^te.]^ 
4ia%fH«pd ,|)y.8oinefliuiWing8 4P .tb? tflB!i4i;e. T^ 
jkoU^boQt'bf.or town-toll, the c^afa\lto,4vnd^e^eml 
i:tther huilditig^ XHXupy the middb* xf ihe JDauayck§t 
place, on each side of the cross. 



Th^ C^fi^^s iSs an uncietit s«qnnfe edltmraof flie 
Doric order, erected on an ascent of four steps, Thd 
shaft is nine feet in heijs^ht, bearing on the cornice 
of its capital, four dials, facing the four cardinal 
points of the Hori*cm. I'bcVJTgh fir from elegant, 
the cross is venerable as a relic of antiquitv. 

\^ .lb% ToLii 'B(^eTi>l, is tr»nsa<5ted liie bu»iiies9 
ofthe niarlor ^Thir»b, by the afxpointed officers. 
The ilnifiricipal ^vehfifneitt of the town, \» ve^^tM 
ifi a bailiff^ who i^ chosen by the burgage holders^ 
and i»>sworn in by the Meward of the Lord of the 
manor ; for whom he holds a court-leet once in the 
y^f, kt Midiiielftms, The presiMit Lwd of tlie 

•Aa extenBiv?* circle foi* tfce fmrp^K^e rf bull bait- 
ifi^^ yjet HemsriifSy wilh 4he iPJ^-.-a iwRuiPiieui of 
barhirftjr which is fvow bsffiiiy sMitfbtd^ 

tbe Btifrket jp^ie^i 
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Jpads io Cioirpujphbridg^, Ripan, and SowjpA/. 
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Leaving the town for York, the road passes 
through 



FINCLE STREET, 



[Vincle, Danish ; an angle or corner.] ^ i. e. a 
street near the corner of the town. In the towns 
of Stockton-upon-TeeSjKnaresborough, Hull, Rich* 
mond, Carlisle, Workingkon, and Portinscale, near 
Keswick, this ancient name is given to a street. 

Fincle Street leads to an eleg^ant stone bridge of 
three arches, formerly very narrow, till it was late- 
ly considerably widened^and is now a strong and 
ornamental fabric, of sufficient magnitude to admit 
the violent floods, which are caused by the heavy 
rains, and melting snows of winter. The river 
which divides the old from th«* new town, is named 
Cod'beck^ or Caudehech from the Celtic cod a forest* 
and bee the embouchure of a river, denoting a ri'oer 
skirted with woodA There is a river in Normandy 

also spelled Caudebee, 

Were a stranger to travel over our bridges ia 
the heat of summer, he might justly wonder at the 



* Hargrove's Knaresborough, 6th Ed. p. 59. 
^ + Bullet, Celtic Diet. Hutchinson's Hist, of Cumber- 
land J vol. 2; p. 374. 



•ize'ahd number of llie "arches across so snrtiill a 
str^airi: But le't him come this way at tte time o€ ' 
a VinWi'fldddjaHil there wHl be abundant proof 
thait th^y ar^ not too lar^e for the overflowing tor- 
rent pouring ffbiM the higher hills. The lincfs des- 

crtptiyeofaribthferr bridge aiid river, may be applied 
to the present subject : 

Ni1^-« — r-.habet musis vel carmine digoum, 
Prster magoifice structum slue flumine pontem ; 
Quav-.»*-4..^erat sine fliimine pulvere plena, 
, I^uac habet immensum fluyium, et pro palvere latum. ^ 

Nov. Sd, 1754,Thirsk bridge was entirely washed 
down by a tremendous inundation, unequalled in 
th^ memory of the oldest inhabitants Great damage 
vr'as'sustained by the inhabitStnts whose property was 
situated near the banks of the river. A sudden rise 
of thie river Ryd oii the same day, happened at 
Helmsley, by which two houses were entirely de- 
stroyed, and th6ir inmates, to the number of thirteen 
persons perished ; one woman who was ill in bed, ' 
only, escaping. She was conveyed safely in bed, by 
the violence of the stream, half a mile down the 
river, and ^t la^t washed on shore into a field where 

she was found the next morning. Other bouses 
were seriously injured, as was also the stone'-^ 
bridge at the entrance of the (own. Fourteen h^jr 
•tacks w^re driven away by the watersi upon dhsi 

F 
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of nhicli sailed in safety a fine calf, which waft, 
extricated at length from its perilous situation*:) 
The garden i^alls and part of those of the park, the 
property of Charles Dunconib, Esq. were also de*- 
inolished, with two bridges at Rivalx. A mill, 
built upon the river Rje, was destroyed^ with a 
tan-jard at Ijelmsley. 

A fter this terrible catastrophe, the present bridg# 
in Fincle Street was erected. 

Over the battlements of this bridge, on the Soutb 
side IS the Wharf, where a strong jpier remains 
with commodious stairs, erected for tlie purpose 
ofjiavigatlon, in the year 176S. According to the 
iJUrve/ of the Brook Codbeck, from Thirsk to th® 
River S»rale, which was taken by Mr Richard 
Firth, and r^-surveyed and corrected by Mr Isaac 
Milbourne, in J767, there should have been five. 
Locks on the river, to establish a navigation to^ 
XopclifTe; as follows, from the Section of the 
Country, formed from* the levels of John Grundy^ 
engineer; 

From the River Swale to Thirsk Bridge. 
Jst Canal or reach, 1st. Lock 9 feet hiffh- 
2nd do. do. fSnd do. 8 do. ^' 

3rd do. do. Srd do, 7 do. 

4th do, do^ 4 th do. 7 ^o. ^ 

5th dp. do.* 6th do. 7 do.. ■. 
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and from the last lock, or 6th reach, the barges 
•hould have come into Thirsk Wharf. The lock 
called Sowerbjr Lock, was demolished, and made 
into a bridge, now termed the Lock- bridge, Tbt 
Jplan was certainly calculated to promote the interest* 
of the town, but the work was tor certain reasoui 
Suspended, and has not again been resumed* 

Proceeding over the Bridge, Ingramgatb 
leads in a direct line to the Helmsle)' Road; and 
to the right the entrance to the town called Bar* 
BECK, q. d. Barbican^* is upon the road to York. 
To the left th^ Stockton and Sunderland Koad 
passes through 



LONG STREET, 



• wideftnd oommodioua street, 440 yards in length. 
To the laudable improvements of some late sur- 
veyors of the high- ways, the town is indebted for 



* ^^ Barbicaiuft wpre watch towers, designed to descr}c 
mxi enemy at a distance, and were always out- works,, 
and frequently advanced beyond the ditch, to which 
l^ey were joinect hy draw-bijdges." 

A street in. LiQndon is named Barbican, which Stow 
says, was so cabled from a watch tower formerly there^ 
'%bicii la some language 13 calle^ a Barbican*. 

F 2 
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tbe adraotageff,* with which id this, a^cl-mw^ 
.4>iber partfi.of Think, the puUie .are jooir acoom* 
foodated. 

This, street constil utes a considerable; paK ofilha 
Old Town; some houses uow standjiii^iAn{ti;aco 
of great antiquity : touarils ^he JNorthefA ^^^f^ 
mitj, stands the Work- house, which bears Uiarka 
of au 'd'^e^ to which few houses can pretend. Two 

inhabit^itts of this sjtreet^ died about the end of the 
year*18iy, who were opposite neii^hbours; pfnd botik 
of whom had attained the uncomiiiun age of ninety- 
five years: both named tfolui IlarribOii. 'but 7i<ft 
anywise rehited. PooiuiotsE Lamjb leads but 
ot Long fetreet into ~. 



St. JAMES'S GREEN, 



a spacious and healthj area, which has latelj 

undergone great improvements, in the way of 

levelling and covering with gravel. Upon or near 

this square Stood an ancient Chanfry dedicated to 

1 St. James, and founded by William de Mowbray, 

\ ,in the reign of Ilenrj I., frop ^{lich.^tl^js.^paijt cjf 

] Old Thirsk has been tiamed. No vestige of 4lua 

* building now remains ; but within the memory of 

many still living, ^there ?tjWd jn .j^d. ft?ijge.:,|fi 
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St. James's Green, with an antique ponderous 
door, studded with lar^e nails, supposed to have 
been an old church door, which might possibly 
have once belonged to St. James's Chapel. Hu- 
man bones have been found in dicing near the 
Old Elm Tree, which seems to prove that there 

may have been a place of burial attached to the 
aneijent chapel. ^ 

Till the year 1818, a venerable Elm, which h^d 
been planted near the porch, was tlie wonder and 
ornament of the Green ; when on the night of the 
5th of November, it being nearly dead, was luck« 
lessly consumed by the mischievous sport usual on 
that celebrated occasion. The ancient Elm Tree> 
being the property of John Bell, Esq. Lord of 
the Manor of Thirsk, supplied its owner, in some 
of itS; undecayed branches, with materials for two 
substantial smoking chairs, which have beeumada 
^ith a Legend, cut in relief on each, VThe 0}4 
;Elm.Tr^, 1880.' ^ 

^oDflircb of Elms ! now prostrate on the ground ! 

Long had'st "thou bravM the fiercest wintry blast j 
Bat when the flames thy aged roots surround. 
Thine ancient grandeur falls subdu'd at last. 

Jn vain had time and storms their pow'ressay'd^ 

7hy hollo w'd trunk to rfbite with deadly MH}UDd| 
Youth grown to age might in the grave be laid| 

Ei9 v^etabk deatb thy branches found. 
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What Tarying changes human life has seeir^ 

Since first thy planted root in earth was placed ; 

Farewell I for now no more thy branches green 
With spring's returning honours shall be grac'd. 
«• • 

Man falU like Thee ! but roan again shall rise, 

-And flourish ia fair yerdure in the skies. 

It should be observed, that beneath this tree the 
elections of noeinbers for this borough were accus? 
tomed to be held. Some young tree$ have bee^ 
planted on the spot, to supply its place. Leaving 
St James s Green, 
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leads over another stone bridge of three arches int# 
the market-place. Tliere are also three wooden 
briciges over the river ; one of which, originally 
constructed by an individual, is called I^olij/ Bridgey 

but tiwiprop^rly, as it is a convenient gtructure. 
Many edifices have been called Follies. This ia 
ancient; for the castle begun at the suggestion 
of Hubert de Burgo in Wales, in 1:^28, was named 
by himself Stullitia Huberti^ and proved to be sa 
at last ♦ Again, passyig the market place/ the 
Great North Road to Edinburgh leads through 



* Pr. Fegge'g Anonymian** 
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KIRKGATE. 



The traveller can scarcely fail to notice an an- 
cient house inKiRKGATE, which has sometimes 
attracted the attention of the curious, the front of 
-which is ituccoed, and ornamented with a varietj 
of figures of arabesque work, some of which are in 
tolerable preservation.* 

This street, as its name imports, leads towards* 



THE CHURCH, 



tvhich is dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and 
appears to be partly ancient, and partly of a modern 
date. The living is a perpetual curacy in the gift 
of his Grace the Archbishop of York ; Matthevr 
Butterwick, Esq. of Thirsk, is the Lay Rector. 



* A few years ago, acurinus remain of ancient earring 
was discoTered in the pannels of a door of oak, in a 
small tenement near the market place. It consists of 
two carred persona/^es in ancient costume, with square • 
shaped beards ; well executed, with the date 1417; iii_ 
excellent preservation. They are now in the possession 
of a gentleman, who has had them placed m the pannc^l ' 
door of an el^nt nevr cabinet. 
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It 18 a liandsome structure of tke order oT architec* 
ture, commonly termed /7o/AeV, though some emi- 
nent antiquaries have stated that the term English 
should be substituted as more appropriate; sinca 
there is little doubt that the high-pointed ardi 
struck from two .centres, was first invented in tbwi 
country The poet Mason coincides m this opinioB^iv 

<<•••... A Mansion rose 
In AwciKNT English grandeur- 
Coeval with those rich Cathedral fanes, . 
(Gothic ILL nam£dO—-^'^ £NG#:QAiiD£V#:^> 

The view of the church which is gradually pre* 
sented to the traveller in passing through Kirkgate^ 
has been deservedly admired; the appearance oC 
this building is extremely fine in every point^f 
view; but from the steps leading up' to the altair^ , 
the internal prospect is peculiarly grand, (>resentiag^ 
to the eye a lofty and extended vista of Gothic « 
arches, terminated by the organ, which corresponrds v 
in. its decorations with that majestic order of archie i 
lecture. The internal length is 160 feet^ andtto* 
lei igth of the Cross aisle 60 feet. 

-. .. •. r 

The tower^ which is about 80 feet in height^ itrft > 
pfoin structurev siirmoimted by on open parapiBil' 
of ornamental appearance, corresponding to tJiQ 
battlements which surround the whole roof d£. thdn 
f^urch. It is supportedat'ths' aogtea lye butli^M<M'^ 
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af TStt BoIS^Ktf^ presenting a profile far from ele- 
gant. On the West side is preserved a niclie^ 
containing an imas^ of the Blessed Virgin and the 
inftuit Jesus, doubtless more ancient than the tower, 
iad probably belonging to an older building. The 
belfry contains no more than four bells : the deep 
lQ«lloi^ tone of the tenor is justly deserving of 
admiration. 

The large bell, which tradition reports to have 
come from Fountains Abbey, is the most ancient 
of the four, and bears the following inscription in 
beautiful Oid English Capitals :— 

« Anno S milleno * quater ** cento * quoque ** 

Hi' ^ ^ 

den J est ♦ hec * ^^amp * 

o ana ** lesus * 

. It was the practice of the Uomish Church not 
49nly to consecrate, but also to baptize bells for 
religious u&es, appointing them both names and 
iponctors^f. These consecrated bells were held to 
be sovereign antidotes against all magical conju? 
rations^ jEpparitions, thunder-storms, tempests, &c. 
Tfaetr various uses are described ia the 'following 
eotplet: r 



ii^,^ 



* Stopford*8 Fafaao*Fftpismu8j 14^; 
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« 

'^ Funera plango, fulgura frango, sabbata 
Excito lentos, dissipo Tentos, paco cruentos." ^ 

• • * 

The bell now under consideration, with Ihe datf 

]4i0, bear^the name of Jesus; as did the famous 

bell in Lichfield Cathedral, which was knocked to 

pieces in the Civil Wars, in 1653, and which W9t 

inscribed, 



^^ I am the bell of Jesus, and Edward is oar King; 

Sir Thomas Hey wood first caused me to ring."* 

■ ■ . J. 

The other bells in Thirsk Church are moderHy 
bearing the names of church- wardens, and the dates 
]7S9, 1775, and 1805. The former is also inscribed 
Voco"V€ni"Prtcare. > 

^^ The ringing of the curfew bell, rooming ftflid 
evening, is still continued at Thirsk. This wte 
first instituted in the city of Winchester, by 
William the Conqueror, to keep the subjugated 
English from meeting over their cups, and ddMiUag 
on their grievances. At the time of its eveniiig 
sound all lights and fires were to be extinguisbsid ; 
nor might they be rekindled till it announced the 
morning." 'Hence its name couvre feu^ or c6v0r 
Jire. This was done by raking the ashes of t|ie 
wood-fireS) which our ancestors used, over . the 



Harwood's History of Lichfield*^ 
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glowing elnbefSi as they lay upon : the hearth.'* 
The lam ivas rescinded by. Henry I. the Capque- 
ror's youngest soU; though the ci/^^om isyelgeae-^ 
Tally observed. • 

The steep and lofty roof of the nave^ which is 
covered ivuh lead-in the ancient luannej, together 
with the gothic pinnacles of the battlement^ give 
the whole building a noble appearance^ not unlike 
a cathedral, The interior of the ^' hi^h embovved 
Toof, With antiq^ie pillars massy proof/' especially 
exhibits a curious speeiitien of aacient workmanship, 
which has been much admired. It is constructed 
0f Irish Oak,, which is said to possess the property 
of securing it from the spiders aiul their webs. 
The same circumstance is mentioned by Pennant in 

his account c^f the curious roof of Westminster- 
iblli 



. t 



iibove the arch leading tothe chancel,.are curious 
' Atitique paintings of the devices commonly attached 
to the twelve tribes of Israel: and many of thjs 
Hnift0vrt appear to have beea formed of curiously 
■painted glassy^ htBTitig coats of arms, and other 
devices' With inscriptions. But they have been 
kuffer^d tb fall into decay, and the numerous re- 
^ 'i^airs whi^h th^ have undergone^ have rendered 






• Mutter's Wiaehester' 1, 189. 
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hem ^^ worse for mending;; "and noir 0XliiMt iti^ 
ibe eye of the indignant antiquary^ tbe Taoerabla 
fragments onlj , of 
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'Storied windows ridhljr Aigltt 



Casting a dim religious light/' 

t 

These windows having constituted a part of *« mo0 
ancient church, from whose ashes or ruins the priB^ 
sent structure has arisen, exhibit also memotifti^ 
of a superstition, which, though the ^eilieociff^ 
orthodoxy may condemn it, did in a singular de^TM 
foster in thi? country the fine, and till lately Jfltag 
lost, art of painting in ^Iass« In the window Af^Ai^ 
Testry, on the North side of the North Aii^ie^^aM 
f'everal figures in excellent presentation* TI|o 
principal personage bears the honourable 4itle of fl: 
Leonardus ; below him are seen two femaled^oi^ 
designated Elizabeth - - - ; the other exhibitiBflr, 
in tbe hem of her robe, the well known exhortation, 
Orate p bono Statu. In the East Window of 'the 
isame aisle is one figure of beautiful executioii^ 
wearing a ducal coronet, probably of the ifrinilf 
of Mowbray, some members of which bore thetiile 
of Duke of Norfolk. The East Window qf'.Ae 
South Aisle, is decorated with numerous armocial 
bearings; one escutcheon is of frequent occurreBCgj 
Sable, a fess gules, between three asses paflsaoi^ 
argent. T^o legsTTian three escutcheons bear tb«i« 
arms, ^ith a mullet for distinction r? and jO]ie.wi|£^a 
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Ctfescent*.. A*ibiDal« figure in thb window bears on 
ker breast ibe royal arms of England quartered 
with France; the metro curiously spelt, in Old 
^OgUfii wclBirtusters, -Dieu et nionn drot. Beneath, 
^^, figures are labelled Anna* and Cleopas^ 
Ifanj other figures have once been painted in 
tbfiS;' 'beatttifiil window, which the ignorance of 
|i)fftdcfrf!i and the accidents to which so fragile 
a #i|]irip is liable, have long ago reduced to a 
sir^i^e: medley of .broken panes. Below thic; 
lupc^wiii observed a curious specimen of antiqu^ 
^viqg ;i^ coat graven in relievo in oak^ on each 
aid^Jdfa.pew door; being the scanty reniuaats 
which have escaped destruction, and which were 
much more considerable in the recollection of many 
persons-tQpw living in Thirsk. This South Aiste 
app^Cp Id have been a chantry, from a piscina 
whic)i ia-Zpund in the wall; and which was cus- 
tomarily placed not only at the high altar, but also 
in the aisles and chantry, chapels, where there were 
side altars for private masses. The use of the 
piscjna was^ it is well known, that if a fly or other 
irisect^^iiould fell into the chalice before consedri- 
tibn, it might be thrown, together with the wine, 



• It appears that there was formerly a chantry of St, 

.Ann,' at Thirsk, to. which, on the suppnegsion of reli« 

gioifs. houses^ wa^ granted the priory of Carthusians 

near Richnu>nd.- Chantries also^ were in their turn 

speedily aboliiSbed. 
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into ibis receptacle : but sliould this happen after* 
"wards, it was ordered to be burnt mper piscina. 

' The Monuments, and sepulchral inscriptioni 
contained in Thirsk Church, are extremelj feff. 
Tlie most ancient and worthy of observation is a 
flat stone at the East end of the South Aisle, (which 
Mfe have supposed to be a chantry), inlaid wit|i 
bras9, which on^e bore two inscriptions ; but it is 
^ver to be regretted that the unceremonious feet 
of heedless passengers have nearly obliterated the 
tvhole. The only legible characters remaining art 

on a brass plate, near the top of the stone, in Old 
English characters : 

Hie lacet Robtus - - - clerus nup Rector Ecclic. d. 

obiit xvi 

Id. dmbr. A. dm. m,cccc,xix. cui ppicietur Ds. Ameflu 

On a brass plate lower down. 

JSs testis - P9 • « lacet hie lapis iste 

,£copu8 - -- - - -- ^* 

- - - tu qui - - - - sis 

pro me turn pees sit venie spes. 

r . 1 ^ 

• ■ ■ ■' ' ' . - * ' 

On an elegant marble tablet on the North side 
,orthe diancel^ ^fs ^be following in8cri{^tion totba 
iu^cdory 6fa lady :-*- - 



. Near this place are the remains > 

Of the Honourable Amelia Frederica Wilbelmina 

Melesina Sparre ; 
The only remaining; child of Charles, Baron Sparre, 

Bj Elizabeth, Countess of Gjlleliborg Sparre. 
He was Aid de Camp to Charles XIL, King of 

Sweden, 

And with him in all his wars ; 

A Major-general ; and twenty years Minister from 

Sweden 
To the Court of Great Britain. 
If e'er sharp sorrow from thine eye did flow, 
If e'er thy bosom felt another^s woe, 
If e'er fair beauty's charms thine heart did provej 
If e'er the offspring of thy virtuous love 
Bloom'd to thy wishes, to thy soul' was dear. 
This plaintive stone does ask of thee a tear. 
For here alas too early snatch'd away, 
An honest faithful hearf death made bis prey. 
Obiit vi. Oct. M,DCC,LXX7III. 

Over this monument is placed a funeral hatchment; 
. bearing Azure, a chevron ermine. Motto— ilforf 
jmua vitos. 

On aflat stone over the vault :— . 
The vault of the Hon. Miss Sparr^. 

DoomM to receive all that my soul holds deaf^ 
Give her that rest her heart refua'd jbf r h^rci^ 
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O screen her from the pain the tender know, 
The train ofKorroivs that from passion* flmr. 
And to her envied new-born state adjoin 
That heavenly blL»8 fit for such hearts us tliiiie. 

The hatchment of the late Ralph Bell, Esq. Lord 
of the M.mor of Thirsk, bears — Sable, a chevron 
between three church bellS| argent. Motto— -Aos 
omnis nwriar. 

Affixed to a pillar in the nave is a Latin Epitaph, 
sculptured on white marblei to the memory of H 
clergyman :•«« 

M. S. 
Joseph! Midgley, A. M* 

Hujus £ccle»iae Pastoris ; 
Qui 

Linguarum Peritio, 

Lectione Sacrft, 

Morum Integritate 

Modestia l^uuinifi, 

Exornatus; 

Gregem ad Pietatem, Unitatem, 

Caeterasq. Virtutes, 

Non mihore Facundifi, concltavit ; 

Dpnec^ Fato, Eheu! cektri nimis subl^us^ 

Nondum Quinquagenarius, 

8 Kal" Jul. 1704. 
Turn sammo Soorum Lnctir 



DeceSusit. 
Saram dqxit, Johannis Pybus Fillam, 
(Viri huic l^unicipio olitii pernoti perq, grati) 
Patris di^nissimi FiU^m baud Degeiierein^ 

Quae 
Pia, Fida, lienigna, 
Deo, Marito, Pauperibus. 
Filii unici, septem deinde Filiaruai 
. Mater Charissinia, 
Hie jiixta Maritnm 
' Uu^ cum tfibus d Filiabus, 

Jam Quinqua^enaria 
8 Kil. Aii^. 17 fO, 
FlacidA recubuit. 

The tablet is Riirmounted by an eseutcheoii, 
BpPTV often, or and «able, a chief erminois. 

No other monument has been erected in this 
church, with the exception of the followino^, inscrib- 
1^4 o» ^ beautiful marble, in the South Aisle : — 

Sacred 

To the memory of 

A(ia PyJl)Ms, Spinster^ 

A native of this parishu 

Wherein she lived 

Seventy- five yeard, 

She died 

The 13t|i of January,. \V% in the 

H 
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83d jear of her age. 

Sincerely lameRted 

By all who knew her» 

Or 

Mad heard of her. 

When the best heart and pureet manners joined 
To ni^nl^ sense, \i hich dignifies the mind; 
AVhen humble worth, from youth to age approved^ 
Alike by rich and poor, admired, beloved ; 
When merit, such as greater heav'n ne^er gave. 
By heaven is sentenced to th* oblivious grave : 
We mourn the loss, and grieve that such depart, 
AVith eyes oWflowing and with woeful heart. 
A loss like this, here calls your sorrow forth. 
Bestow your tears and emulate her worth. 

This monument was erected by John Pybus, JSmy 

ofGreenhill Grove, in the county of Hertford;, to 
rescue from speedy oblivion the meipory of. a 
beloved Aunt, universally respected for the various 
good qualities which adorn the Woman and tli% 

Christian. i 
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Three flat stoiies in the nave bear inscriptions to. 
the memory of different persons; which do no*, 
require particular mention. 

Here it may not be irrelevant to mention, that 
on the 18th of Feb. J601, one John Pibush was 
executed at St. Thomas's Watering, for discharging 



Ilia functions as a Catholic Priest; under a sentence 
bjr Lord Chief Justice Popham.* He was a native 
of Thirsk, and not improbablj an ancestor of Ann 
Pjrbus, spinster. This was one of the triumphs 
of Protestant Intolerance. " How painful a subject . 
of regret is it, that Protestants should have imitated 
the church of Rome, in one of its wor«*t practices. 
Could some people reason, they would perceive 
that the same arsfuraents which vindicate their own 
liberty, establish that of all mankind." 

To return to Thirsk Church. — On the North 
side of the chancel near the altar, a j9ight of twelve 
steps leads downwards to a chapel, beneath the 
chancel, resembling the ancient crypts; now used 
for the purpose of a Grammar School. It is to be 
observed that this is not a free school ; the master's 
salary arising only from his pupils* The patron is 
the Lay Reetor, Matthew Butterwick, Esq. 

Near the altar, in the South Wall of the chancel, 
are to be observed three stalls, under as many 
beautiful, subdivided, Gothic arches, supported by 
buttresses. Seats of this nature are to be met with 
in several churches, and have furnished matter of 
conjecture and controversy to the antiquaries. 
Their use appears to have been for the priest> 



f^ Challoner's Memoirs of Missionary Priest8| I, 909. 
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deacon, ard subdeacon, to sit on durinf^ some pititi 
of the hlifh or solemn mass:* and their existencJft 
in Tf.irsk Churcli, together uith the piscifia, pro\e$ 
the ahtiquily of the chancel; while the abgieinee 
of the stone bason and the Western door, seems to 
render probable the more modern ereclioti of pArt 
of the nave. 

On a brass plate in front of the sonndinp board 
of the Pi' f,i>iT, which is esteemed a U^ll executed 
specimen of inlaid work, is engraven, 

' George (.'ooper fecit, 
Jul)' je 7, 1736; 

-At the West end of the nave is situated the 
Font, of ancient octagonal lorm, the lafge oak 
co\er ot \\hich is richly car\eu in the figure of ft 
florid (iothic I'^ramid, and susuenaed iroui Xtfi 
galkrj' above. 

A list of benefactions contains the following 
articles :—" Ucnr^ Davison Lj his will, eaten I4&9, 
gave !^0s. per aiinunt in laidscailett (>k.b). Willi 
Wrightson bv his will, dated 16M, gave - 
two rood of land called Wetland. Kichard Wr'igl*- 
son b) his will, dated 1725, gave Ss. |,^er aiimini-lb 
be given in vvhite bread on ( l.ristn as-dt»), in lilBf 
an acre of land called Kill-hill. The Itevereiid 
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♦ Gent. Mop. Aug. 1787. 



iff. iiirdgley by his will, dWed 10 Not. 169^/ 
gave th^ ^iim of I5s. yearly, i(nd chtirg;<*d the close 
ta!!lM BrAn'siby Ooft ivith the payment thereof: 
Dtreto the p6or lOs. yearly from the Methodist 
Meetiftg tionse m Old Thif^k, da^d SMh August^ 
J761 Henry Croe by his last will, dated 22 
September, 1657, gave four wands* of land lying 
Jn the NfM^th In^^, P^yi"? '^s. yeariy. Timothy 
Place, E^tlj. df Lotodon, but formerly of this town, 
left by his will, bearing date June I, 1810, One 
Thodsahd Pounds^ S per «enfr. Consolida:ted Fund, 
to the podf of thispdriflii, for ever; a proportionate 
part of the interest and dividend of which to be 
laid out every week in the purchase of bread, and 
distributed amon^' such poor people of Thirsk, not 
receiving alms from the said parish ; with this 
express condition, viz. that sQch persons shall be 
regular in attendance on divine worship in thii 
church. — The above named Timothy Place left 
also, by his last will, Two Hundred Pounds, 3 per 
cent. Consolidated Fund, towards building tli» 



Organ in this church. 



*j 



It appears (hat these are only a part of the 
^benefactions w4iich have at ditierent times beea 
Inscribed on the tabtes; different items having beea 
^^xputiged with the painting brush: as in the castt 



it 



* Waod, a Yorkshire term for the syaoD^moiu iBea« 
TWre,a^te. 
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cff William Wrightson't legacy,^ gave - - - 2 rood 
of land ;' where a vacancy is visible. For what 
purpose these expuogements maj have been per- 
formed, He do not presume to conjecture. We ooljr 
f tate the matter ot (act. which is well known in this 
bortiugh. 

The Oac AN is situated at the West end of thft 
church, and was ^ erected in the year 1813; 
Rev. J. Holmes, Minister 
Messrs. J. Hudson and Joseph Dresser, 

Church-wardens 
Muir, Wood, and Co. Edinburgh, 

Makers.' 

This instrument is not a finger organ ; bat as a 
harrel organ, must be acknowledged to be credi* 
table to the builders. It contains six barrels^ each 
playing ten standard tunes; among which, we need 
scarcely mention, Luther^s inimitable Hundredthr 
Psalm; and Handel's celebrated 104th. The stops 
are twelve, of which the Sesquialtra, Principal, and 
Double Diapason, for clearness of expression, and 
^fweetness of. tone, are not frequently exceeded^ 
The fine full bass of the latter, especialljy cannot 
l)iit be remarked. It is further observable, that the 
J)ouble Diapason is placed in front of the OrganV 
which not only supersedes the customary decoration 
of wooden pipes for gilding; but afibrds a freer 
play for the noble sound of that most excellent stOD» 



One most singular circBaifaTice must not be 
bmitted, which is the rarfe position of many of 
the graves in the Church-ykrd, attached to this 
beautiful edifice. An invariable custom has been 
transmitted from antiquity to the Church of Eng- 
land, of placing the head of the coffin towards the 
West and the feet pointing to the East, for this 
plain reason, that the* face of tjbe rising dead may 
be turned towards the rising of the Sun, from which 
quarter the second advent is expected ; with how 
great justice, each one must determine for himself. 
But in this cemetery many graves are posited 
North and Soufhj as well as East and TVest^ The 
circumstance may have arisen from a scarcity of 
consecrated ground, which induced the Sexton to 
place the coffins a^ closely as possible. In the 
opinions of some, this accidental misplacing me^ 
be deemed of vast importance, since, but a few 
years ago. His CJrace the Archbishop of Cashel de- 
clined consecrating a church erected in Ireland, for 

no other reason than its aberration from the cardinal 
points of the Compass ! With due deference to the 
decision of the Archbishop, it has been said that 
that point of the Horizon, where the rising Sun is 
first discovered on the festival of its Patron Saint, 
is the canonical East for the disposition of any 
particular church, and may be regarded (pardon the 
gqlecism) as its meridian line ! It is well known 
that many churches, and amongst them in this 
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countj, the churdiea of Rivalx an4 Kirl^ll 

Abbeys, as well as some churches in Lpn^QP^, d^ 

not point due £ast and West, but even Nortb. Vl4 
South. 

The Parish Repster of Thirsk be^ns in the yea* 
1556, and contains the following insertroo fti tlk^ 
first page: — Sic incipit primus liber. Liber factut 
vigesinio Die Septebris A^ D5ini 1556, AniK^. 
Regnoru Philippi et Maris tertio et 4^. But in 
the same page it seems to be suggested (bat there 
hkve been some previous documents, which were M 
defaced that they could not be made but. In initto 
desunt qu&m qus obscurata legi iHHt poterant. 

The following are the names of the If iniatete 
of Thirsk, so iar a» can be ascertained iron tk# 
llegister i— 

About the beginning of thp year 
IfiOO, Revd. Thomas Todd 
16S2, . T. Gilleys 

Matthew Hill* 

■ • 

1704, Joseph Midglf y died . . ] 

1746, Mr Williamson died 

>- !: ' '. ; — 'J^ 

• In 1662, Msitthew Hill, M. A. Minister of Thirsk| 
was ejwted from the church by the Act of Uni formi tjr; 
pfthis ActMr Locke ^ays, that ^^ BartliQl9|?T^tt>Pf||r 
Mas fatal ,to oup cjiurch ^pd r^ligion^ by.throwjng ou^t a 
▼ery great number of wonTHY, learnxd, pious, aad( 



^ 1746, Revd. A, Routh made Curate (resigiied • 
' , . about the jear 1762) . . 

J76«, D. Addison 

1783, T. Birker 

1798, J Holmes, the present Minister. 

m t 

* - ' • • • 

The Rectory of Thirsk was granted by Henry 
VIII. to Robert, Archbishop of York, in an inden- 
ture bearing date the 6th day of February, in the 
95th year of his reign; having been parcel of the 
possessions or revenues of the late priory of New- 
burgh: together with the churches of Braffertoa 
and Thirkleby. 

NORBY, ^ 



(i. e. North-by, a village North of the town) is the 

name given to that part of the town situated upon 

• . : : — .^ '' -* 

Mr Hill was of Magdalen College, Cambridge, a man 
of considlerable talents and, learning, particularl)' in the 
Hebrew langaa^e^ and a serious and li?ely preacher. 
After being deprived* of his curacy at Thirsk, he went to 
London, where after a ?ariety oi' changes and triaU^ he 
lost his little all by afire, upon which he Subscribed a let- 
ter thus ; '' Four brother, sine rej sine spe, tantum non 
sine se, M. H.'* , He afterwards einbarked ifor the West 
Indies, with little besides a Cew clothes, a Bitde, a Con- 
cordance, and a small parcel of MS>. He fixed at Charles 
County in^ Maryland, in Ui69, where at first a bright 
bcene of usefulness and comfort " began to open, but 
iifterwaidi' new 'trials exercised his faith aiid patience^ 
' .t ' ' No'nconf. Mem^ tol. 3. 
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the Edinbiir|[;1i Hoad, on the baslu of the trmtm 
It i» a rural situation, and forms a pretty entranee 
to Thirsk from the North. 

In the marshy near the church, iBows a spring 
of pure and excellent water, commonly called 
Lady-Well; doubtless a name of no modera 
l^scriptiom 



LADY-WELL. 



* Fies nohilium 1u quofue foniium* 

Inspir'd by Greece^s hallowM springy 
Blandasia^s fount let Horace sing ; 
Whilst fayourM by no muse, I tell 
How much I loye sweet Ladt Well. 

Amidst the willow shades, obscure, 
From age to age her s^reanf runs purtf : 
Yet has no seer aris'n to tell 
The bliss thai flows from Ladt Wsli» 

Saye that, in those dark distant days^ 
When superstition dimm'd truth's rays^ 
The moak promulged from his cell, 
That virtue dwelt in Lady Well. 

The ancient heathens dre known to Aaviei pia^ 
adoration to wells and fountains ; the Romam 
Catholic Church also adopted this practice^ and 



||6QQ»i|ri9;i|7, wells are still termed Hotv Wbl^ls • 
i)r freCa^i^ <t^ na^ie of soipe saint, to whoin thej 
were dedicated. No doubt this well was dedicated 
<$» "ijfir ,.(<fK/^," Uie Virgm Mar/. 



THE NUNNERY. 



About two miles to the North of Thirsk, wai 
Irituated a Convent, Gomnionly called Harden Nun* 
nery ; surrounded by the woods of Dowlands, and 
tocompassed with a deep moat. Little is known of 
its history, but we may safely reckon it among the 
objects of Henry Vlirt plunder. 

Let Us however, not grieve at the abolition of 
«uch institutions ; whicli at the best, could lay claim 
<o no more than negative efficacy. They miglit 
chain up the struggling passions, and hold them in 
bondage ; they might effect a specious external al- 
teration ; but they could never change the heart :* 

** But, hark ! the cloister doors unbar I 
The imprisoned victims hurry forth. 
Lo ! pale-eyed beauty, lettered worth, 
To heav'n their raptures lift in grateful strife. 
And drink anew the gales of liberty and life. 



i»* 



^ Dr Johnson ^aid to the Abbess of a convent which 
<h6 visited in France, ^^ Madam, you are here^ not for the 
^ovE of VIRTUE, but for the prA.a of vici." 

13 
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' The end, however, does in no wUe jastifyUie 
nieantii. The ble^fiin^ which have attended the 
Reformat ion' in this country, cannot be allowed to 
justify that irreliii^ioiis rapacifv, which confiscated 
the revenues of six hundred and fort^'-five monastic 
institutions ; ninety colleges ; two thousand three 

hundred and seventh -four cbantries and free cha- 
pels; cind one hundred and ten hospitals; amount- 
ing to the enormous sum of J^l() 1,000 aimually. 
The ostensible reason for Henry's zeal was^ the 
irregularities and corruptions ot the monasteiies 

and convents; his secret motives let posteritj 

judge— 

*^ Dicite, pontifices, in sacris quid facit aurum." 

The site of the convent is now occupied by a 
coppice^ and overrun with underwood. The moat 
is yet distinguishable, but is neiirly overgrown 
with briars and thorns, the seat of silence and 
desolation. 

*• The thistle shakes there its lonely head: the 
moss >^ histles to the wind. The fox looks out; 
the rank «irass of the wall waves round his head. 
Desolate is the dwelling of beauty 2 silence is in the 
house of Moina." 



THIR8K, &€r. ^ 



ANCIENT ENCAMPMENT. 



In a meadow, near the bridge in Millgate, (the 
property of Miss Storj j bearing E. N. E. of the 
church, is found an ancient encampment, com- 
monly ascribed to the invading Danes. Its foss 
and valluniy together with an agger or tumulus at 

one of the angles, are well defined, but of verjr 
small dimensions ; (not more than 130 feet square.) 
It is, however, an object of curiosity to the lover 
of antiquity, as having probably been the scene 
of soiue attack on Thirsk Castle, or the vestiges 
of still earlier hostilities. 

The Roman Antiquities of the place are few 
indeed. The Roman Military Road from Derveri" 
iio, or Aldby on the Derwent, to Cataractonium 
passed throus^h the town to Northallerton, giving 
name to the village of Thornton-le- Street. 



NATURAL CURIOSITIES. 



At a little distance out of the town, on the great 
Korth Road, rises a Mineral Water or Spa> 
conveniently provided with accommodations for 
bathing,* as well as for drinking the water. It is 
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rollectpc] witliln two bath!n«^ houses, behind the 
Spa hill, and ^^ is a brisk, Hparkli:)<^, chalybeate 
ifiater. It ies.nUo piin^atiT^ and dcure^iC) resembling 
the Scarborough and Cheltenham waters."* 

Inuring the sprnmer n^oiv<hs the Spa is consiclerr 
.ItbJ^ .reiyt^rt^d to^ b^ ihe inliubilants pf Thirsk and 
the viciuitv ; it uas analysed hy Dr. Pearson cff 
Xnnd(M), and Ibuiid to possess virtues of a medical 
4iature, wJiich are hy no meaps contemptible. 

In the 8p9c!ous Gravel-pit behind the chundl^ 
from which materials for the public roads are pr^ 
cured, dittV-rent impressionsof Org amc Remains 
are freq»tently met with, such as cofftun ammonik^ 
gryphilcsy vrussn^h oi different species, v^c.t Of* 
old poet, Drayton, in his iVly-Olbion, mentiofrti 
>be ^e^pAuiti-stones apiong " the wonders of the 
.^'©rth^JU4ii>g,''— f 

" And stoijps like sorpjQpls Jhcrc, yet inoy yee mpn^ 

behold 
That in their natural gyres are up together rol'd ; 
Stones of a spherick forme of sundry mickles fram'd. 
That wei) they i^Iobesof stene or .bJuUet-s rvi^ht beiiam^d^ 



♦ Dr John Elliot's Mineral AVaters, p. 271. 

.* Sonie-.b/'a*itiiAi«l ^^pectrnens of these or^uic rev^aina 

areJn the posses-Jon of the ^ev. J Jefferson, of 'YhiVsk^ 

%hd hds tiho a t'oUection of other fosr.i^s,t»heliB;l]ritidh, 

xitoiMiti AfiKlKytheTjfDivtiqiiirtijes ; iijoinan, ^i^on^ |UJ^^^c»§a^ 

. }lf|lian^^ud,oUiiar U>i^^ ftiiQieiit.ftpd dgnojdern. , , ^ 



IfeiMtess stmkes of stbti^, witlriti tfaelf^ lotAids^Q- 



.The existjence of these marine relics^ found at. 
Aucb a distancf firom the sea^ a- circumstance npticed, 
byOvid,, ,. 

Et procut apeiago concnce jdcuere marince^ 

Atf sorafetfrtiei WO f&tTk)his b^ldtr its level, 
rft 6t*er tiWes dif the io^M i6f ifWJiihtaifts, ha* 
^flled t«te inv^sfigatidri df pWlos^pfiers. They 
seem to exhibit the ei^idence of sondfe great con- 
vulsion of, nature. S«me consider them -as. a proof 
of tbeUniyersal Delude,. "These petrified bodies/V 
iajs tha Abbe Pluch^^ "so seemjn^y useless, do 
epeak demonstration to pur senses^ and ^re a lan-»: 
Huage which is understoad by the most cpRiiDoa 
capacities, having been appointed by^ Ppovidence^ 
as sa many standing monuments of the most re« 
markable of all transactions, and are, with regard' 
tp the History of Moses respecting the Deluge,f th^' 
fame as medals to the Roman History." The pvpp^ 
•tudy of nature 

Fiiids tongues in trees ; books in the running brooks j 
iferliioiis in stores ; and good' in eVery thfng. 

If we should mention the large deta&hed tnil&a 
«f Grrniite^ formerly i^'mg in the bed tii l^'fit&v 
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near the church, but now removed to the hea4' 
o( the Ripon Road, as a curiositj, perhaps eoM, 
of our readers might be inclined to smile. Such 
masses are not unfrequentlj met with, rttinded iind 
worn away as by the action of currents. As there 
are no rocks of granite within a hundred roi1<P8 &t 
this part of the kingdom, how are we to accbunt tdt 
such distribution of such masses of primitive, rock? 
Geologists refer us to the awful era, when " all the 
fcmntainsof the great deep were broken up,^ apd. 
the primitive rocks were torn from their bases, and 
in many instances broken into fragments^. and' 
tossed about in the shoreless ocean. 

We are informed by naturalists that the Nifhih'^ 
gale does not visit our Northern counties, and tme 
writer affirms that it does not, in general, exteiod- 
its flight more than about 150 miles in different 
directions from Dover, over the various parts^bf 
England.* It is asserted, however, that the noteiP 
of this bird, '* most musical, most melancholy," maip 
be heard in the season in Birkham-wood, near"^ 
Kriaresbrough.t In the remarkably fine and warA^ 
summer of 1818, it was noticed in the public news-*' 
papers, as a very unusual circumstance, that- IW 
nightingale was heard in the counties of North^iikY 
berland and Durham, and even near Paislfy, iqu 



♦ Monthly Mag. July, 18 IS. 
T History of Knareibr^u^h, g» 



i > 
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^^ikni. Sfariy p(^r8Dn<5 in the rieijtbourhood 
if ifhfrftk W^r6 ako gratified w^ith the nocturnal 
iSfeh'ade of' this rard a-cis in Cotcliffe-vrood, i)e$r 




All night 
.f'^^h'doQ tlfe hough, she pUintnre staf s, and filU 
, Tl^e wide^;(t6nded woods with melancholy strains. 

i^ as it IB s^id^ §^low- worms constitute the food 
#f Di^htinisr^tes^ it is certain the vale of Mowbray 
•irpplies abundance of these little luminous o^a^*. 
jture^ to invite the visits of this sweet songstress. . 

Amotig the crooked lanes, on ev'ry hedge, 

^be glow-worm lights her gem^ and ^ thro* the dark^ 

A moving radiance tn inkles. 

jLimmg fbe i^aWal curiosities of Thirsfc, tna;^ 
W jnentioiied the flocks of living Gees^^ traversing^^ 
and abmetimrei flying, in the market-place and 
streets. To a oattve of the town^ this may not 
appear remarkable; but to a traveller from the 
Southern part of the kingdom, who has been accus* 
tomed to consider cackling geese as among <^ rural 
£]ght8 and fufal sounds,'*^ it appears somewhaf 
AingUlar. To be sure, these animals may ptead 
the precedent of aome of their species having Saved 
ancient Romei when by their cackling they awoke 
Manlius so Of^rtunely, to df iv^ lii^y th« inviading 
Gauls. W# %p6de tti6 inctopuj^^ of th^ com« 

K 
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mons* may occasion these creatures to Urtiifooi 
as (liey can in our streets, and we indulge them 
in the liberty, as the inhabitants^ \<re auppose; 
find them useful birds enough— at Michaelmav 
and Christma«( ! 

Besides the Established Church, there are in tbe 
town, Dissenting Chapels belonging to tb^ 
Independents, Methodists, and Quakers. The 
Friends* Meeting House, ivith a burial grooiHl 
attached, is situated ifi Kirkgate, and is a spacioM 
building of modern erection. The Methodist 
Chapel, a large and elegant edifice, sitnated ill 
St. James's Green, was built on an old site, in^the 
year 1816. The Independent Place of Worship 
stands in the lane nearest the Sowerby Flats^ oil 
the road to Boroughbridge. It was erected in t^ 
year IS03. The nearest Catholic Chapel is ^t 
North Kilvington, about 1| mile distant. The 
'Society of Friends havje another burial place ill 
^<hat part of Old Thirsk called Barbeck. 



>-■ ■ ■ 
hi -J . 



• > » — * 






« The follbi^lng little jeu d 'esprit was written o» 
- the inclosure of the commons:— 

' The fault is great in man or woman. 

Who steals a goose fVoin off a common; 
.. But who can plead^ that man's excuse, 

W ho steals the commoA from the goose? ^^ 



.i 



iTHIRSK, &c. 75 



9CH00L FOR THE SONS OF THE 

CLERGY. 



There was, formerly an academy of some note in 
Thirsk, at which were seldom less than 150 young 
gentlemen from different parts of the kingdom, 
under the tuition of the late. Rev. D. Addison. 
The Society for the Education of Clergymen's 
Orphan Children, were accustomed to place all 
their boys at this school, which has lor some years 
been given up. lu the school-house, a charity 
school i& at present established^ for the education 
of girls. 

There are two Benefit Clubs for Men, and 
one for Women, in Thirsk. These are excellent 
institutions when they are properly conducted, as 
providing against a time of sickness, and for a de- 
cent funeral.* 



♦ It is to be lamented, that any of the Societies 
should be held at FudHc Houses, as it ii a matter of 
fact, that many persons from being called periodically 
to a Public House, to look after the affairs of their 
Clubs, ha?e thereby contracted au habit of drinking. 
It has been computed tnat near one million of His 
Majesty's Subjects belong to such Societies, and that, 
to the circumstance of their being held at Public 
Houses, may be traced much of the crime and misery 
&at prevail in the kingdom. The eTidence of the 

K 2 



The pre^«nt Members in PsrHament fot tntf 
Iwroagb oC Thirsk, are Robert Frankland^ E»^ 
■nd Uotiert Greenbill Uulaell, Es4]. 

fiuBinees is transacted Tor Messtrs. BacbhoaB^ 
& Co. Bankers Darlington, by Mr Storejiy in tb* 
qiarket-place ; for Messrs. firitaia & Go. of JUfAn^ 
bj Mr HanEell, io Miilgate; ud fer Messra. lU* 
per, Swani>, jk Co, York, by Mr Arniit^ ia 1b« 
i)isrket-f lac«. ' j 

- ^hepHncipal Inmare the 1!%reeTnns, £in^Mii|' 
and The Golden Fleece, Bly the; posting boufieis. * 

■ MarkefH are on Monday : Pairs, Shrove-MuBtftW 
and April 4 and 5; for horses, horned cattle,- Aeapi^ 
leather, &c.» Easter- Moud^ and W|)it-;lV{L»pd«y} 
for nooUen cloth, tf^ys, &c., A»^. 4 an<^ ^« P!^*- ^ 
and g9, for sheep, horned cattle, and^ttlUer; •^ 
first Tuesday aAer December 1 1, for bprned f:»tl% 
leather, &c. The leather fairs of tljii tpVJi ftrf 
among the largest in England; 



ReT. J. W. Cunningham, Vio«r of Harrow, before j| 
Comiiiittee of the House of Cotnniritis soipe time hkjii 
!i')iindant1}r proied the (rplh of tliree rcm^irkj. Tbaf 
^. nlleman has e^^taMii^bed a Scciftj nt a J'riule Hoasf 
III h:| Pariih, and has witnessed its good pffert M 
t!he industry and fporalg of iti nipmbers. Sw w 
Ueoi^t Clubs, &c, f^ljiijt^tfoiiig Ga«tl% Effc J§ 



^bc»' p9pulati4ti of ihe town^ acpprdioi; to th« 
^nsu8 in 181 1, i$ ae follows ^-v- 

fi38 inhabited housei 
541 femiiies 
ISO fliraaerfi, &e. 
S82 traders 

] S9 not included in th» iwQ fpi'^yer cbfiteif 
JOPS males 

1156 femalei 
Total 2158 

litis tlipiigM tl|^ ^iijo^liai: h^ ffeatlj locreasej 
4f^ ^^^ time. 

In the winter of lSi9-S0, the town of Thirsk 
tras flirnisbed with lamps^ bj subscription, which 
liaye proved a great convenience to the inhabitants^ 



As thje facetious Barnaby, in his " Four Journeys 

to the North of England," has honoured the towa 

of Thirsk with bis notice, the reader will not be 

displeased to have hit rhjmes recorded in this 

History, particularly as thej supply us with a 

learned etvmologj of the name of the town, hithertd 

a desideratum in oar worii, and inform us that the 

place was two centuri?? Bgp fm^}^ fi?r fifHVf^h 
pottage^ sakdiuUoikii 
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** Thence to *Thyr$ke, rich Thyrsis* casket 
AVhere fair Phyllis fills her basket 

With choice flowers, but these be vain things^ 
I esteem no flowers, nor swainlings; 
In Bacchus ^ard, field, booth, or cottage, 
I lore nought like his cold pottage." 

And again, enaraerating the '* Northern Fairs," 
" Thence to Thyrsk, where bullocks grazed. 
Are for sale ith' market placed." 

The town of Thirsk was formerly noted for the 
tanning business, and the manufactury of saddlerj 
goods, particularly bridles, a considerable quantity 
of which were engaged for the army. These trades 
bave declined of late years, particularly since tb^ 
peace. 

The situation of Thirsk is remarkable for it» 
Salubrious air, and the fertility of its soil. Tha 
beauty of the surrounding country, comprising all 
ihe extent of the vale of Mowbray, can scarcely 

be surpassed. And the traveller, who is.Mn.se^i'ch 
of the picturesque," will feel disposed to exclaim^ o% 
beholding so enchanting a prospect,— 

^ Had Pope this Valley erer seen, 
His Windsor Forest ne'er had been.* 



t^ 



-^ 



* *> Here Thyusis fed his lambkins on the plain: ^ 
i^o Thykkke from Tuyrsis took her ancient name* 
Here Titykus and Phyllis made them bowers^ 
Of tender Osiers^ Bweet-breath'd Sycamour&l'^ • 
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Villages, ^c. 



TuE Tillages in the Neighbourhood, which art' 
the most worthj of mention, are the following i 



SOWERBY, 



(Sour, boggy land, and it, village,) about a quartei* 
of a mile South of Thirsk) is a large and respectable 
Tillage, which, for beaut j and fertility, is not oilea 
exceeded. 

* Camden speaks of ^ Sourehy and Brakenbak^ 
belonging to the truely ancient and honourable 
fsmWy of Lascelles* By an indenture of assign- 
ment, bearing date the first day of October, in the 
4Sk]d year of the reign of her late Majesty, Queen 
Elisabeth, the leasehold premises in the township 
of Sowerby, were assigned by Sir Thomas Lascell^s, 
Knt* and William Lascelles, his son and heir ap« 
parent, (to the family of Meynell, now of Yarm,^ 
fbr the term of 2000 years, subject to a small annual 
X'ent, or acknowledgement, paid in money and hens 



At the feast of Saint Michael the Bishop, in winter^ 
The respective owners now pay 6d. in lieu of each 
hen. 

One of the members of this family of^ Lascellef 
was executed at York, abput the year 1642, for 
the crime of popery. He was the eldest son of 
Chrtstopher Lockwood, Esq. of Sowerby, by N» 
Lasceilefe, hid wife. He was apprehefided tf| 
Wood-end, at the house of one Mrs. Catenby, i| 
widow, by some pursuivants from Thirsk, whose 
leader was Cuthbert Langdafe, a man whose name 
is handed to posterity with deserved infamy. 
Many circumstances of cruelty are related of fais ap^ 
f)rehensi6n and cdnv^yance td Votk Ckst!^, yitS^ 
he wd« conderiined ktid exe(^Ut€d Aptil 15, iMiA 
^he Sheritf wrho attended the ex^cUttoli, W« itik 
Ilichard Hutton^ of Goldsbrough^ Knt. 

^meflyf i^ § p6Ltt df Thirsk Pa^rhih, thii liiln|, 
Is in the gift of hk QtUe tU Arch6lslu)p of Ywltl 
ihe church is of f emrsble tod ancient apjyearioKi^ 
t^ut »ppai^ently built sifrce tli^ R^fbfMatiim^. Tiff 
pottit e6tt6«^ls ttbtii ^tibltcrty d ciSfibm Smtf^^ 

Ijf carved w6rfc, v^kh^ frbtti t!te iL^ of ^Jie 6WJ, 
Md th^ gr6ies(^^ cktpitah of t%e pfUaf^^ ippm^ i$ 
liirtd beeff ^X$«tirt«d in a \%tf d'l&tSiM A^, pHhiVi^ 
B^xm^ but ^rtaiUfy tk(A niore^ tnoderh tMh thtl 4ff 
ihe Noftnsns. 

* Challonert Miwlpaary Priefifo, ?, JP6. 
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18 a pleasant village, about three miles W. of Thirsk, 
'havings a Chapel under Thirsk ; from which Mr, 

iPiinkinson was ejected by the Act of Uniformity in 
166!2. About half-way between Thirsk aad Sand- 
Hntton, across the fields, stands an ancient rude 
Stone; Pillar, placed in a massj pedestal, called 
Swd^HuHon Cros9. It is not known for what 
purpose it was erected. Perhaps it may have been 
intended for a boundary stone, as the division of 
th^ parishes is near it. In ancient times, the boun- 
ditries of lands were marked out by crosses, as 
among the ancient Romans they were by the figure 
of their god Terminus. A similar cross is seen 
fit Borrawby, the boundary of AUertonshire and 
Birdforth Wapentakes; and at Craven- Cross, in 
the West-^Riding, one of the boundaries of Knares* 
through Forest. 

Five miles South of Thirsk, stands 



TOPCLIFFE. 



** !(*opcliffe from top of cliffs first took her name^ 
And her cliff-mounted seat confirms the same ; 

L 
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Where streams, with curled windings o\eHlow% 

Bestow a native beautv on the town.** . .«> 

• •• \ 

A romantic little town on the road to Borougli* 
brirfge^ which Leland designates ^^ an uplandisli 
town : whose pretty manor-place stands on a Bdl 

n)>oi]t haTfa mile from the town, almost on the riM^ 
of the Swale." Marianus calls it ^TADENCl-iFify 
nnd says that, in the year 919, the Staties 4Jf 
Northumberland took, at this place, the oath df 
alleo^rance to Eadred, the West Saxon King m 
England. Rut tngolpfans^ who is in this case' a, 
preferable witness, says that the business i)faii 
dispatched by Chancellor Turketnle, at York,* "* 

Williano the Conqueror granted this manor, wMk' 
many others, to William de Percy : it was three^ 
miles in lengthy and of an equal breadth, and con- 
tained 26 canreatesf of land, which were taxable S 
35 vilians ; and 14 borderers ; with a wood, half g 
mile squ'cire. This manor, containing nine squarb 
miles at the least, was chargeable with a yearljf , 
rent of five pounds. \ 



In the fourth year of Henry VII., a subsidy 
granted by Parliament, for carrying on the war ia 



♦ Camden, by Gibson, p. 768, 

+ This ancient measure appears to haye been of rasioas 
dimensions : it may perhaps be stated at from 90 to 120 
teres. Vide Young's Whitby, I, 270. - ,.- 



i 
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Bretagne; which was so oppressive, that the coiin- 
try was roused to indignation against the exactors 
of so odious a tax. Polydore Virgil says it was a 
^poW'tsLX—Tribulo in singula capita imposito—Bui 
According to Stow, every roan was taxed to pay 
the tenth part of^all lands and go»ds. It was, at 
all events, as large a subsidy as had ever been 
granted to any former King up<Jn any occasion.* 
All the counties, except Yorkshire and tlie bishopric 
of Durham, readily paid the tax ; but in these pc^rts 
"imere the Yorkists were very numerous, it was 
ndt sd easily collected. Henry Percy, the fourth 
£arl of Northumberland, then Lord Lieutenant for 
Yorkshire^ informed the King of the ferment which 
had been excited, and begged the King's direction 
as to his future proceedings. The King answered, 
that not one penny should be remitted, lest other 
counties should be encourao:ed to desire the like 
mitigation. Upon this answer, the Earl assembled 
the principal men ot the county, and declared to 
them the royal pleasure. The annunciation of this 
harsh sentence inflamed the populace, who rose and 
assaulted the house of the Earl, at Topcliffe, forced 
it open, and murdered him with many of his ser- 
vants, A. D. 1489. The following lines were 
written on the occasion, by Skelton, j^oet laureate 
*D Henry Vill. :— 



lUpln, I, 662. 
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*^ Trustinge in noblemen that wcr with -hyin theie s 

Bot all they fled from hym for falshode or fere, . . 

He was envyronde aboute on every syde. 

Withe his enemys that were stark mad and wode i • 

Yet whils he stode he gave them woundes wyde^ 

Alas, forrouthe ! what thouche his mynde were good^ 

His courage manly ; yet ther he shed hisbloode, 

All left alone, alas! he fawte in Tayne; 

For cruelly tmonge them ther he w as slayne." 



^ 



This Earl was one of King Richard's commaQdfei 
in the fatal battle of Hosworth-field. On the 
morning of the engagement, the Duke of-NorfoH|: 
found these verses written on the tent-door <rf EbA 
Percy :-— . . 

" Jack of Norfolk, be not too bold, 

For Dickon thy master is bought and sold/' 

The King was slain, and his general, Northumber* 
land, was received into the conqueror's favour I 
* Put not your trust in Princes.' 

This Nobleman married the daughter of the Earl 
of Pembroke, who, with her Lord, has a monuiben^ 
in Beverley Minster.* 



* The following extract from the Northumberland 
Household Book, may serve as a specimen of tlie~finre , 
of a Nobleman's family, at bis castles in Yorl^birejin 
theyear 1612|— 






Tliomas Parcy, the succeeding , Earl, took up 
artus against Queen Elizabeth, and narrowly es- 
caped being tal^en at his house here ; but wai»' 
afterwards decapitated at York, ld7^. 

^ King James 1, ,in coming to take possession of 
the Crown of England, stopped with hisretinua 
a night at Topclifie. 

In the year 1646, the Scotch Army was quartered 
in this vicinity ; and the commissioners from the Par- 
liament agreed with the Scots, that upon payment 
of jg400,0U0,* the army^should retire into Scotland, 
and the King should be delivered up into the hands 
of his enemies. Upon the arrival of half this, sum 



Braikfastis of flesch-days dayly, 
B/aikfastis for my Lorde and my Lady ; 
Fursf» a loof of brede, in trenchors, jj manchetts. j quart 
of here, a quart of wyne, half a chyne of muttou, or ellE- 
a thy Die of beef boiled— j 

Braikfastis for the Nurcy, 
For my Lady Margaret and Mr Yngram Percy ; 
Item, a maochett, j quarte of bere, and iij muton bonyi 
|>oi]ed. 

Swannys, Hearonsewys, See Gulls, and Pacokes are 
among the provisions ordered for table by this Nobleman. 
'It is the remark of Hume, the historian, that nothing 
can be more erroneous, than the magnificent ideas of the 
moderns about the " Roast Beef of Old England," as if 
%t were the noble fare of antiquity ; nothing like it ap- 
pears in the cookery of the Northumberland Household 
Book, where such a Tariety of proTisions are apecified* 

f Raping 11^ b%5i 
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At To{>cIiffe, tbe conditions of the treaty were t» 
lie performed. On the 1 1th of Mav, 1646, the 
Kius; passed throus^h the town, with the S^tclif 
iVrmy, in therr route from Newark to Newcastle; 
His Majesty dined here, and -bade adieu to OM 
of his most faithful servants, Sir Henry Slingsbfs 
aiui on the 50th of January following, was delivered 
to the Parliament's Commissioners. It has beeni 
observed, that ^ this seeoM to have been the only 
niurket in England for the sale of Kings*** 

The mansion of the very ancient and noble family 
of Percy, stood at the distance of half a mile fironi 
Topcliflfe ; the vestiges which remain are 0OW 
known by the name of Maioejn^ Bower. 



THE CHURCH. 

ft 

The Swale, which passes Topcliffe and joins thi 
Ure at My ton, was held sacred by the Saxons, and 
termed the Jordan of England, on account of th6 
wonderful baptism in that river, of ten thousand 
men in one day. This great feat was performed at 
Ilelperby by Paulinus, the Roman Missionary, in 
the year 627. The same exploit is related of St. 
.Austin; and both the rivers are called Swale^ 
though the one runs into the Thames, the other 

* Uutton's Trip to Coatham, p. 105. 
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into (he Ure» It may seem incredible that so manj 
shoald be taught and baptized by Paulinns in one 
day; bat the difficulty respecting Austin is solved' 
by an ancient fragment, quoted by Camden.^ 
^^The Archbishop, after he had consecrated th« 
river Svoalcy commanded, by the cryers and prin- 
cipal men, that they should xvith faith go in two 
by two, and in the Name of the Holy Trinityj 
baptize each other. Thus were they all regenerate, 
by as great a miracle, as once the people of Israel 
passed over the divided Sea^ and Jordan, when 
'twas turned back. A strange miracle this was : 
but what is yet a greater, the river cures all difl- 
easea and infirmities. Whoever steps in faint and 
discnrdered, comes out sound and whole.*' Thus, 
says the fragment, ^ upon one single Christmas-day, 
('to the^etemal honour of the English Nation), 
Austin baptized above ten thousand men, besides 
an infinite number of women and children."t 

This we may suppose to have been the introduc- 
tion of Christianity to TopcliflTe. . The present 
Church bears evident marks of antiquity, and is a 
vicarage, dedicated to St. Columbus. It was 
granted by William de Percy, in 1226, to the cathe- 
dral of York, and is at present under the patronage 
of the Dean and Chapter. 

. * Ri^tD, I, 70, note (10.) Gibson^s Camden, In* 
trodaction, cxxxi. 

+ Mr Hatton, (Trip to Coatham) calls this a proof of 
tkepfior aiiiiqai^ of adult baptism ! 
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Kin^ Edward VI, by his letters pgterit^ itt Hbm 
gecond year of his reign, granted to an assistant 
Curate to the 'church of Topclifie, and his sucoea* 
eors for ever, the sum of £5 per annum; .whidl 
was confirmed by Queen Elizabeth, 1559. 

On a flat stone in the North Aisle, the toWovnng^ 
inscription, in rude characters, merits the nc^ca 
rf the visitor, 

Mr, Franeis 

]Vorton was 

Buried May 

SO, 1649. 

Another stone of greater antiquity, andoPmoM 
polished workmanship, may be a still greater pbj^l^ 
of curiosity. It is inlaid with brass, and coA^taini 

the full length figures of Thomas de Topclifi^. aoc^ 
his Lady ; their hands clasped ; the feet of the 
man resting on a lion ; those of the lady are covefed 
with her long robes, whose hem is fantastlcallj 
decorated with the efligy of a monkey. A superb 
canopy of florid gothic, is engraven over thefar 
heads, and round the whole runs the following' 
epitaph, in Old English characters :— 
♦ hie • iacet . venerabilis . . . . Tppc^ff 
. •qui • obyt . aa . • . • m . ccc • I^ir • quorft • 

ume ,•.... quondam , uxor . ejok 

. que . obyt . anno . domipi » m , cop • ^u « 
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.'tlAQrii ants'? prbpicietur . deti^* + The af.tts 
"docur fWce in the course of the inscription, bat do 
inocad^itof blazooiiuc, from their present imper- 
llbction. "l^artof tWe epitap'i is aUo defaced, but 
eil6a<^ remains to shew the antiquity and valiio 
"olf thfe tomb, which is trampled under foot by every 
pa^i^geir, and bids fair to be toUliy despoiled hi 
the course of a few years* 

. The femily of Topcliffe was connected with that 
of Rercy^ anfd .waa anciently distinguished in the 
'anoais t>f the Yorkshire Church. John Topcliffe 
.was.Oector of St. Mary>, Castleo;ate, York, IJOi 
Jl'i^otlher John Topcliffe was Rector of Allsiintsj* 
Churdi^ IB that city^ 1466: and a tlih-d Joh^ 
^opdiflb» alias Hexham, a native of Topctiffe, wa9 
Canon of the priory of Hexham, and .Abbot of 
Whitby : Abbey. Amidst the troubles pn ceding^ 
the dissolution of the monastery, he resigned nis 

'office in tSSc^.* 

*• ■ •- — . . . 

» -• • . . 

- Abof^ this antient tablet, si large and elegant 
)ii6niiimeflt has beeti erected to Sir Melcaife Robin* 
^on, 3art who died th^ 6th of February, 1688, aef. 
S9r A marble bust of the deceased is supported 
y^ warlike instruments, as cannon, standards^ See. 

Above is suspended his helmet in martial pomp; 

> • . 

■■■ I I ■ I ■ ^ I ■ I ■ ar 

• Voiinf 8 Hirtory kyf Whi»by> I, a65. 
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hi» shield, bearing: His armorial diltinctiods, fell 
down a few years since, and uas barbarously des- 
tri ved. The sword and gauntlets^ on one side, antd 
spurs, on the other, have as jet with the helmet, 
escaped destruction. The arms are yert^ on a 
chevron between three stags at gaze; or, an ine^* 
ciitchcon argent, bearing a sinister hsuxd couped^ 
gules. 

Close by the above lies interred the body of Sip 
William Kohinson,* who was High Sheriff for the 
county in 16S9, and Lord Mayor of York in ITOO. 
He was many years M. P. for Northallerton, and 
returned in eight successive Parliaments for the 
city of York. Died 22 December, 1736, set. 88. 
Arms — Robinson, impaled with gules, three lo^ 
zenges in fess, argent, between three lions' head* 
erased, or. 

On the South side of the chancel, are deposited 
the remains of Sir William Robinson, Bart, eldest 



♦ The following curious I-#etter, from the Spectator^ 
No. 3^8, mdy amuse some of our rca'iers. It wi^ 
faithfully taken from the original, written by a York- 
shir.3 Gentleman of a good estate, addiessed to 'Sir 
William Robinson; the form and spoiling are exactlj 
copied :— - 
^^ For Sir William to go to Ipndon at westmister le^ 

member a parlement. 

Sir 
^^ ^^illiam, i hope that you are well, i write to let yon 
" know that i am in troubel about <i ladj foy^ 



« 

I611 bf Sir James Robinson, Bart, of Newbjr; Drho 
departed this^ life 4 March, 1770. Arms— Im- 
paled; Dexter, quarterly, first. and fourth, Robin^- 
'son, second and third, azure, a manche, ermine; 
ine^irutcheoQ, argent^ bearing a sinister hand couped, 



^^ nease ; and 1 do desire that you will be my frend ; 
^^ for when i did com to see her at your hall, i was 
" mighty Abuesed* i would fain a see you at topeciitF, 
*''and they ^ould not let me go to you; but i desire 
**^at you will be «iir frend s, for it is no dishonor 
^^•neitker for you nor she, for God did make us all. i 
*^ wish that i might see you, for they say tliat you are a 
^^ ^odd man ; and many doth Wonder at it, but madam 
^^ liortou is abueSed and ceated two i beleive. i might a 
^^ had many a lady, but i con have none but her with a 
^^.good consons, for there is a God that know our harts, 
** if you and madam norton will cbme to ^ork, there i 
^^ shall meet you if God be wiUiag and if you pleased. 
^^ so be not angterie till you know ihj trates of tnings. 

I give my to me 'ady, and to Mr. 
GeOkoe Nillson* Aysenby, and to madam norton, 

March the lyth, 1706.'' 

The above is accompanied by two other letters of a 
Similar kind, written oy the same Gentleman, addressed 
t6 Madam Mary herself, of wnich we shall ouly give 
the sttperscriptions :-— 

^^ This is for madam mary nortoa disforth Lady she weat 
to \ ork." 

f^ This is for madam mary norton to go to londoa for a 
lady that belongs to dishforth." 

The original^pape^r of the Spectator, which x^oatains 
these letters, was written by Steele, but withdrawn in 
later editions, and another written by AJdison, sabsti*- 
tated for it. V¥e were favoured with the ^oan ei ^^fc^ 
priginal folio tditioa by a <>entleinaa of Thifiilu 
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glilet: Sinister, argent, fire bnrB^gulesradiltfQt' 
the first. A hatchment beai^iug these anus liaeill|iC 
motlo^ Amore niihos. ^r -'-Tr 



* ' 



Other monuments and sepulchre] tabled' a^ 
met iiith in Topclifie Church, too numeronr-ibr 
specification. 

The East Window presents a noble appem^f^* 
being large and loitj; but has been stripped' bl>ijii^' 
painted glass. Much do we regret the niisgifiS|^^] 
zeal, which prevailed during the commotidnSj' 8^. 
civil Har of the J7th centur)*;, and wbiichia just(|r* 
char^ireable witb the destruction of the atitlkttik* 
* religious lights,' which were tl|e or;^amenVs|xy^' 
pride ot' each venerable cluircfa, - Mar cio we^peto*^* 
^ ceiVe the necessity of breaking Hiese ^iWHHf" 
windows^, hy thp ejection of the JPrajer I^Q^I^^ 
since, as a writer remarks, the same hole mtgbt 
'have served, throii^li which the Mass Book bad 
formerly beep hurl/?d. Bjjt vely scanty renj^aii^ 
are now seen in TopcliAe; in the ^o^tll Aieto; 
one pane, defended by the. large, aiulijons.of:|l|Qft^ 
window, has escaped, and exhibits the Perc^Jtttbilk 

The Chancel contains the three stoUs so filB« 
^jueiitly met with in old churches, and tl;e pis<;iq«^s^ 
clear proofs, if all others a ere wanting,* of' tti: 
antiquity prior to the Kefbrmatibn, ' ' ' *^' ^^ ^ 
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A degree, of peculiarity attaches to this buildings 
from the circumstance of its having a North Aisle, 
coeval with the rest of the church, but never hating^ 
had any South Aisle. North Aisles of this dee- 
cfiptioh are frequently met with in the Cornish* 
Churches, but are seldom found elsewhere. I'hey 
are conceived to have been chantry chapels, founded 
by persons of substance residing in the parish, who 
endowed them with houses and lands, for the main- 
tenance of one or more priests to sing masses at the 
i\\lax of some fevourite saint, for the soul of the 
founder. They were also burial places for the 
founders of the families; which after the Refor- 

« 

niatioQ, were appropriated to public use, and fur- 
nished with pews as the rest qf the church.t In 
the present instance, the Percy Family may have 
fpunded this Chantry or North Transept, their arm» 
Appearing to tl^is dpy in one of the windows. Or, ' 
Thomas de Topcliffe, who is buried in this aisle, 
and was connected with the Percy's, might hava 
been the cause of its consecration. 

One circumstance is greatly tol)e lamented— the 
I^orth Walls of the whole build iBg, but particularly 
tOwafdH th<?ir Eastern extreiuity^ exhibit symptoms^ 
of approaching dissolution, having diverged fronii 



.i<^ 
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* Gent.Magv July 1781. 
t Gent Mag. April 1782* 
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ike perpendicular in so alarming a degree^ tfi \4 
have occasioned the erection of two enormous but- 
tresses in the church jard, and the aid of two sub^ 
^tantjal props in the church itself. We should 
much regjet the fell of this edifice ; yet the appear*^ 
ance is at pre«5ent not a little alarming. The inters 
nal length is 115 feet, and breadth 51. 

Tn 1GC2, in the rcign of Charles II., Mr Jamei 

Calvert was ejected from the church of Topcliffe, 
by the Act of Uniformity. He was a graduate of 
iMare Hal!, Cambridge. About 1675, he became 
Chaplain to Sir William Strickland, of Boynton^ 
niul afterwards to Sir W. Middleton, Northum- 
berland. He was a man of great learning and 
|H(>ty, and died in ]69'^. He was the author of a 
work entftled, ^ Napthali ; scu Colluclaiio Theolo^ 
fTfcq de Reditu 10 Trihuum, Conteriione Judosorum^ 
et Mcnsura E::fehiclis.'^ Lond. 4lo, 1672.* 

. Among the Gentlemen of the county of York^ 
i^ho compounded for their estates, during the Civil 
War in the reir^n of Charles I., was William Arrni- 
tjgo, of Topclifle— -the sum jg^OU.t 

A Free School was founded in 1549, for the town 
of Topcliffe : the present Master, Mr Bovill, is paid 
by the feoflees. 



* rr.lmor*8 Nonconformist's MpmoriaL 
i Yorkshire Gazetteer. 
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Topcliffe still retains its Cross, thoug^h it ha« 
lon/^ discontinued its markets. Large fairs are 
held on July 17 and 18, for sheep^ horned cattle, 
and horses, which are larger than could possibly 
be expected from the present reduced maguitudf 
•f the town. 



SESSAY, 



The seat of the Hon. and Rev. W. H. Dawney, 
is a pleasant village in AUertonshire, formerly the 
property of the Darells, but now of Yiscouqt 
Downe, five miles from Thirsk. 

The Parish Church appears to have been once 
an ancient building; but the improvements^ which 
have of late years taken place, have almost obliter- 
ated the vestiges of antiquity. 

The Porch, which is in a modern stile of archi- 
tecture, was added in the year 1713; at which time, 
frohably^ the brick tower and the Ionic column oq 
each side the altar were also erected. 

In spite of the sash windows, some remnant* 
of antique painted glass are yet among the chief 
treasures— one pane bears the cpiumpn initi^ls^ bi^t 
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in an uncommon formr— IHC, which is cbtiMidet<ed* 
M abbreviation of the old Greek IHCOYC, rath* 
than oF the Latin, Jeans Homfnufil S^lviajtot* 
Another fragment is ornamented With a. . ct!^ Xir 
device, whidi is met with on an ancient moniimeUt 
in the chancel ; an agnus Deiy bearing th^ fHOCt^ 

As God will. 

A large flat stone in the floor bears a brass figuiv 
and inscription. A full length ecclesiastic in 
pontificalfbuff^ with hands clasped, wears on his 
breast in Roman Capitals, lESVS; a label from 
,his harids is inscribed) Jesu fill dei miserene vb&. 
Beneath all, in the ancient English character, ^ Here 
lyethe master Thomas magnu8,+ ArchidetoeiM of 






♦ Gen.t. Mag. 1796, p. 641. , 

t There is a common traditibtt, which we jgiTC as 
knch, that Thomas. Magnus, Archdeacon,. &c. wai tbUMi 
im infant in a basket on the morning of St. Thomas^ 
I)ay, aud brought up jointly amongst the inhabi&nilL 
As he was found on St. Thomas's Uay^ he wa's^cftTtMl 
^ Thomas^' and as he was kept by the inhabitants, waf 
eai|ie4 ^ Thoiqasamaog us,' (aorong us). Beinjj asteadj 
youth,, he was noticed by the respectable family who 
'th^n dwtled the Tiltage, and wantengaged as a serifaiAiV'to 
ioneof the yoang frenttemen ; ^hfcK affoided.iiaLJte 
opportantty of obtaining some learning. He improT^ 
his abilities to the best advantage, and rose to high pre« 
ferment in the Church. lie dignified his fonner name 
^ThomaJ ahi&ng lis,* by i)\e ibore tesp^ctiHtfe^ oAe of 
.Thomas- 1ii(agtia^ that is, < Thoutas the ^i«&^!i«jidJ9 
fuiid tohafe been a pious maa. There is a ^UMafai}} 
in the Kbman Calendar, 



thest Ryiyng in the metrepolitan chyrche of Yorke, 
and pton of this chj^rche, whicbe dyed the xxviii 
daj of August. A^. Dni. M®. ccccc®. I. whose soule 
God pdon.' ArmoHal Warinijs — Bendy of five, 
argent and sanguine, on a fess of the first, a lion 
passant gardant, between two cinquefoils, proper. 
On ttlie chief of the shield, is placed the motto, As 
Gx>d zsnU, The corners of the large stone are 
decorated with two inlaid brazen columbines and 
agnus'dei^s. 

» * 

On the North side of the chancel, a neat marble 
monument is erected to the memory of the Rev. 
Richard Kttchingman, M. A. late Fellow of Sidney 
Coll. Cambridge, and Rector of Sessay : wio died 
Jan. I8th, 1777, s^ed 58; and Dorpthy his wife, 
wbQ.diQd March ?9, 1808, aet. 89, At the E. end, 
another monument commemorates Sarah, wife of 
Hev. H. Kitchingman, Prebendary of York, young- 
est daughter of the Rev. W. Kndwler, L. t. D^ 
At the £. end of what may be termed the S aisle, a 
lalgd' Mevated tomb has been stripped of its brazen 
ornaments and inscriptions, and retains no intelligi* 
l^le marks, save in rude characters, I D sculptured 
pit the edgci of the ^at stone which coyers the tomb. 
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a stnaTl TiHacre five miles S. E. of TlttttA^ M ^H^ 
York Road, is remarkabTc as givi«i^. nanll> to- ilb 
Wapentake, Ao^Tjrh it is at preset* an ofciraMr 
hanilot. The Church does not appear v,%ty 9M$MV 
and contain? n^t one article worthy of notice, savings 
a stone iiv the North Wallof tlie Chaiicel, iiiserited 
in elegant old characters) 15Si5 % 

i T 

A G :^ 

Between these letters, in the cefttre, aft eficutchtddfl 
bears a bend charged with three roses^ and a mi^l^i 
for distinction; impaled with three lions ram panl 
on a fess dancette. Tlie indiscriminating daptb 
which has white-washed the stone, renders it im* 
possible to discern the colours of the seyeral be^i^ 



ings. 



A few years since, a considerable qiianlitjp of aifialX 
silver coins was found in widening Birdforth-beck* 
The treasure has heen dispersed, and not a piece 
now remains in Birdlbrtfc. The place where they 
were found being: near the Roman Koad, renders it 
not improbable that tbey might be Roman Coiiis» 



Under the head of Birdforth, it may not be im- 
proper to mention the origin of the name Wapjn« 
take^ at this place. In Saxon times was held the 
gemote^ or assembkf of the j>eopIe of this Wapen- 
take, for the transacting of all public concerns, 
relative to the district; and where, by the laws 
€$ Ki&i^ Bdgar, every freeman in such district, wait 
oUtged to altead. The custom of the people meet- 
iHj^tiOMeeiVe the Governor of the Wapentake, is 
^dtinctfy mentioned in the laws of £ Iwiird the 
Cbofesfiior. The person ap|>ointed repaired to the 
iisttal place of meeting, for that purpose, and Wad 
there met by the principal persons in that district ; 
after be had quitted his norse, and placed himself 
on some elevation, he held up his spear; each 
persotl then approached hini,- and touched his spear 
with theirs ; which ceremony of touching of aroiour, 
was looked upon to confinn that community in oiie 
commdn interest ; and hence the term weapontouch, 
or weapontack^ The Hundred, or Wapentake 
Courts, were, by statute of the 14th Bdward 111., 
1340, diseontinuedi and the business removed to- 
C!oMnt}r Courts, 
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COXWOLD 



36 a small town in the wapentake of BirdferiBi 
situated 9 miles S. E. of Thirsk. This was'wwe 
the residence, of Laurence Sterne, the authpir.. of 
Tristrarf. Shandj^; a Sentimental Journej in Fran^cei 
&c. ; works which reflect no honour od the charac* 
ter and office of the writer as a Clergyman ; ,and 
ivhich are as remarkable for their plagiurismSy as 
for their aflfected and indecent SentimeniiJUjf* 
Some of his Letters are dated from Coxwold; and 
i.t is said that he wrote pome of his pieces at Tbinsk^ 
at the Golden Fleece Inn. He held the liring 
of Sutton, and aftemards obtained the rectorj 
of Stilliligton, both in the county of York. ..He 
was a Irequent visitor at Newburgh. 

"It is a curious fact, which is not genergllj 
known, that the body of the celebrated Laurence 
Sterne, which was interred in the dhurch yard of 
St. George, Hanover-square, London, was taken 
lip shortly after his burial, and devoted to tke 
purpose of the surgical profession." This is said 
to be a fact ; we give it on the authority of a peri- 
odical Journal, published April, 1818. "Alast 
poor Yorick !'* 



Here is a Free School, bearing date 1662, en-*, 
tfowed by Sir John Hart, Knt. citizen and grocer 
«f the city of London, who w^s efecled Lord Mayot 
t)f that city, in the year 1389. Ihe Chancel of the 
Church contains several monuments for the noble 
family of Belasyse, and one peculiarily elegantj^Jbr 
the Right Honourable Thomas, Lord Faucon berg, 
whodiedDec. 31, 1700.* 

A more ancient monument to the memory of Sir 
William Belasyse, Knt. who died 14th April, 1603, 
exhibits the workman's name in the following curi- 
ous legend, ^ John Brown Did Carve this Tome> 
Himself alone, of Haslewood Stone.' But a still 
more ancient and curious stone ii> the nave, must 
not be omitted. A brass plate contains the follow- 
Hig inscription,— Orate pro, alabus, Jonis manston 
armig. qui obiit vi die roensis Octobris anno dni 
M • cccc . Ixiiii. Et Elizabeth . uxoris eis qui 
obiit . . die mensis . . . A. D. . M . cccc. . . , 
quor. alabus ppicietur Da. am. The reader will 
perceive a slight deficiency in the copy, occasioned 
by the erasure of the original. 

A small Barrel Organ is a principal ornament in 
this church, which was the scene of Sterne's curacy. 
The patron is T. E. W. Bellasyse, Esq. 
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fAout 7 miles S. E. of Thirsk, and 5 luil^s N. £• jof 
JElasingwold, ig the siaat of Thoams £dward WIqu. 
Bellasyse^ Esq. 

This was one of the estates forfeited by Robert 
de Mowbray, first Earl of Northumberland, in the 
year 1095; (see p. 14), and which were afterwards 
given to Nigel de Albani, whose son Roger assum-' 
^d the title of Mowbray. 

In the year 1145, Roger de Mowbray founded 
liere a priory of canons regular of the ordf r of Saioti 
AugUKttiie, which had the honour of posso8sing mk 
#0e ^ita naeaibers, the famous Historian, Wiiti^p^ 
^^Newburgb. Hia History biggins at the Conquest^ 
ai)d coftchides with the year 1197. He was. a 
irioient persecutor -ef Geoflrey ot Monmouth ; aiu^ 
is 9op|9iOsed to have written bt^tter Latin tiiam 
Matthew Paris, and fully equal to Itiaumer aifdl 
Malmsbury.* 

It was surrendered by the last Prior 23 Jan« 
1539, and many of the properties and revenuf^ 
granted by the King to the Archbishop of York^ 



m 
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sutl n^Hif tliem ws» the rectD!*j of Thirsk. Itt 
Aifnu<'il r^i^nites were rdted at £367 ISs. 5ii.«^^>i^ 
Camden hrieflv notices * iVfco^Mlr^ d^'friiM w» 
awe WiUiam of Newhfftrow^ a» English Historiait]^ 
learned and dHigent; B€nr it is the sedt of tlm 
£tnioi]& &mily de B^lasise, wha are originally frcwi 
the bishopffe-of Borham.' 

No ruins remain of this abbey— all is buried k| 
the dust 



'^ All has its date below ; the fatal hour 
Was registered in hear'n ere time began* 
We turn to dast, and all our mightiest werka 
tMe too : the deep fouodations that we laj^', 
iTime ploughs them up, and not a trace rem^in^ 
We burld with what we dfeem eterual rock, 
A distant age asks where the fabric stood ; 
And in the dw5t, sifted and searcbM la Tftin^ 
The un discoverable secret sleeps.^ 



BYLAN© ABB^Yj, 



ft|» d. Sdfettmd^ Camdeti) is sitlaated aboni id mifeiT 
Si E of Thtfrff, and was fo un ded by the fiiniOfS 
Koger de Mowbrajr. 
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Gerald,* the Abbot of Furness, fled with tw^ve- ^ 
monks to York, having been disturbed by the in- 
cursions of the Scotch Army, about the middle 
of the 12th century, They were afterwards 
graciously received by Roger de Mowbray at bis 
eastle of Thirsk, by whom they were presenteid 
with the church and town of Byland. About the 
year 1177, the abbey of Hode was removed to 
Byland, where the present monastery was erected 

I 

with the cathedral attached to it. Thus was trans- 
mitted to posterity the noble edifice called Byland 
Abbey, which flourished till the rapacious barbarity 
of the Eighth Henry plundered the retreats of 
* cloister'd piety,' and confiscated to his own emo- 
lument, their extensive domains. In the year 1540, 
the last Abbot and 24 monks surrendered their 
abbey to the royal heretic, and with it their trea- 
sures, consisting of 7 bells, lOQ fodders of lead, 516 
ounces of plate, and best pf all, a yearly revenue 
of £238. 98. 4d, Sir William Pickering was grant- 
ed the site, which subsequently came into the pos^ 
session of the family of Stapylton, 

To the calm retirement of Byland Abbey, did the 
unhappy Mowbray retreat, when wearied with the 
fatigues of a useless crusade, and robbed of his 
paternal mansion, by • the vengeance of the ^ King«. 

^1 ■!■■ ■ ■ I ■■ ' I I !■■ I I. ■ ■■ wmmmmimn0»mmf,mm-mm^ 
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Here did he spend his last moments, and here did 
1k^ lay his bones, when the cold hamd of death 
Consigned I)im to the grave. 

In the year 1819, the owner of the ruined abbey 
caused to be disinterred this ancient hero: his re-» 
mains, which had for 600 years slept in oblivious 
silence, were again brought to the light of day ; and 
his bones were transported to My ton, where they 
were a second time committed to the dust.* 

•♦'-*' ' . ■ 

At.Bvland Abbey was also buried Wismond, 

Bishop of the Isle of Man, an ecclesiastical warrior 

vin the time of King Stephen. Being at lens:th 

^ taken prisoner by the Scots, he suffeied the loss 

of his eyes, and retired in the reign of Henry IJ, 

to this abbey, to lament the imprudence whi<^h 

had involved him in the calamities of war, and 

rendered him destitute and helpless. But Byland 

Abbey is no more: it has long ceased to aftord 

: refuge to the distressed : itself has long been in*v 

rvolved in worse desolations than the desolatioii 

of war, . 

f 

, ^^ I do lore these ancient ruins-** 
We never tread upon theiDy but we set 
Our feet upon some reverend history; 
And, questionless, here, in the open court, 



w ■ ■ 



• ••♦•. 

I . ri l l*" 



O 



I III mut^mt'l*' 



106 HisToAIr 6)f 

"Which now lies naked to theinjnrlwi 

Of stormy weather, Jiome men lie Interred, •' 

LoTed the church so well, and gave s'6 large^ tO% '^ 

They thought it should have canopied their boues 

^ Till dbme^ day; but ail tfii'n'gs bare their -end '; 
-Chiirehes and cities, (^hich hare disieases iike to 

, Must have like death that we ii&ve.'* 






King Edward 1 1., in the month of July, IdSS^ hjfed 

penetrated the kingdom of Scotland, as fiir as the 

capital, but was compelled to retreat in September^ 

.by the ravages of famine. He took BylainS^ Atfbey 

An the way of his flight,* and was fhere surpris^ 

-% the army of the Scots, who pursued him/ Sb 

Budden was the alarm, that iti the hurry of fligM^ 

•he left his plate, money, privy-seal, and otMr 

Jireasures, a valuable prey to the invaders; ao^ 

^rdly escaped by Burlington to York, The Scotb 

t)urnt the monastery of Ripon in their progress^ 

iind ravaged the abbey of Beverley. t 

^ • ■ . 

The remaining ruins of this venerable edifice 
are well worlhy of a visit. The West end of the 
Church 18 yet in a state of high conservation, 
exhibitinsr a rich specimen of beautiful architeclatey 
(which is, however, but a medley of English iind 
Saxon,) and giving rise to ideas most melan^W^Ijr 
-and most pleasing. To enter the door- way which 
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lyw fcecn pft8|e^^ e^^ccesaivelj^ 1^ the r^oble Mo^brH/^j, 
Itffaloqg Iji^pf ecclesiastics of y^rioi^s ranks, ^nd 
^ t^ 9«cfind Ijl^ard himself^ i»^ ages long lo^t ia 
ttt? y»A« 9^ M^^f 5 ' is indeed | ^^ng^largra^i f^catjpji. 
. iQjhgf giifj^ gf tl}e buildj^ig ftf^ »? ^erjiW^ prpse^^r 
Tation, bat destruction aq|dc|e^o^tion are 9U]^ern9. 
in their ravages. 

^ A CKrioW dp^cttpient rf^pectipg Byland Abbej 
hifSi iwme tft q«r,^aqd9; and^ i^ cpajf be worthy 
ofiprf fi|f??yatiop, as |i gp^cjiflen pf ancient sMper^ti* 
tion; of legal verbosity scarcely to, be exceetied^ 
even in the present day; and of '' words that are 
stricken in years, and grown so aged that they have 
outlived their employment/^ we subjoin it in the 
Appendixi No. 11.^ 



THIRKLEBY, 



ft small village, 4 miles S. E. of Thirsk, is the peat 
4^ Sij* Thomas Frai^kland, Qart. w^t^q is dqspended 
of an ancient fainily^ supposed to have been Seated 
ur Yorkshire eyer since the Conquest. This family 
Ittsbebn s^Uied to several distmguished housies in 
l&e king^ddmj as ^ ell as to the Pro^ecto House 
i£ Cromwell. Sit Tkomas Fraja|flap4 .^H^{ ^.^i 

O 2 



of Sir Henry, the first Baronet, married a grand- 
daughter of the Lore] Protector, and niece of Lord 
Fauconberg. The present venerable and wortli0f 
Baronet is the second son of the late Sir Thomas'; 
ifas born in 1750; and received his education 4^ 
Merton Cdllege, Oxford.* 



Thirklc^by Church, a neat modem stmctare, 
rebuilt by the late Sir Thomas Frankland, in 1788; 
and contains several monuments to the memoiy 
of various branches of the family. On a flat stono 
in the aisle >-« 

Anna Ascough - 

Vidua mcBStissima, in memoriam - ^ 

GuLiELMi Ascough, Armigeri^ 

mariti charissimi, viri ingenio pollentis^ 

animo invictinRimi, moribus amsBnissimi^ 

fiiii natu maximi Gulielmi 

AsrouGH, MiLiTis, adhuc 

supersiitis, hoc monumentum posult* 

Obiit 18^ die Novembris, 

Ano. Dni. 1676. 

A similar fefone bears the arms and natna of 
Burgoyne. On a tablet fixed against the Soatit 



* History of the Baronet Family of Frankland,' in the 
Rev. Nfark Noble's Memoirs of the Protectorate llonsa 
of Cromwell, and of Families allied to th^ Frotecior**"^ 
Vol. 11, Wo. XXXIV. ^ 
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WaM liear thfe door, is inscribed art epitaph \o 
the ftiemory of Arabella, wife of Sir William' 
Franbland, attd daughter of the If on. Henrj 
Belasyse; who di^d 26 Feb. 1687, aet. 50. Near 
this, the monument or Sir William himself, who 
died August % 1697; aet. 69, bearing the Frankland 
arms, azure^ a dolphin naiant embowed, or, on a 
chief of the second, two saltires coupt gales : ini:.* 
paled with argent, a chevron, gules, between threa 
€eurs de lis, azure. On the N. side— - 

Near this place 
lies the body of Sir Thomas Frankland, Bart. 

(second son of Henry Frankland, 

Governor of Fort William in Bengal) 

Admiral of the White : 

V 

who represented the Borough of Tfairsk in sijt 

Parliaments. 
He died at Bath, on the 21st November, 1784, 

aged 66. 
He married Sarah, daughter of Wm* Rhett, Esq 
of South Carolina; by whom he left seven sons and 

three daughters. 

% 

Near the above, a similar monument in memorjr 
of Capt. Robert Frankland, who.died 35th Decenuft' 
ber, 1757, at'Bombay, while Commander of H, |l, 
S. the Yarmouth. 
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On the South (tide of the Chancel, an elegant 
nionument was erected in the year 1803, bj Sir 
T. Frankland, Bart, and Dorothy, his wife, to tl^e 
memory of Four Children ; three of whom arf 
there interred, the fourth in the Island of Mafleini; 
A beautiful groupe of sculptiire represents the 
parents weeping over the urns of their deceased 
offspring ; and an inscription in gold letters BWh 
mounts the whole/^ Thy Will be done.*' , 

One object of curiosity in this church must not be 
overlooked-— on the altar is placed a large brass 
charger or sacramental plate of apparent antiquity, 
cur]ou(*ly embossed, and representing in relievo, 
Abrahum^s sacrifice of his son Isaac. The youth 
kneels before a blazing altar ; the sacrificial knife 
is already lifted for the fatal blow ; but an Angel 
appears in the clouds, and the substituted nun it 
already detained in a thicket. The countenances 
of the patriarch and his son are wprq away ; ^ut 
the general design Is preserved. ' " * 

The Church, which is a Vicarap^e in the gift 
fif fJU Grape the Arpht^ishop of Yowk^ ffiTjns f9 
agreeable object from th^)>^autiful mansion of the 
worthy Baronet, which is seated in a parkofcoih* 
fiderable iBxtent, adorned with venerable trees of 
ooUe appearance. 

.V :- • ' p . ; 
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js situated on a rising ground, about 3 miles S; E. 
of Thirsk, and was, in the 12th century^ a consider- 
able place under the Mowbrajs, having an exten« 
sive Hospital for the sick and poor, >vhich wa9 
founded about the j^ear 1200. 

; .4, 

A guard of soldiers were, it is said, stationed in 
the town^ for the defence of the inhabitants from the 
Banditti who infested the mountains of Sutton under 
^hitestonecliff^ and spread their ravages . into /all 
the neighbouring villages and ha^mlets : till the/ 
.were dispersed by command pf Henry II., x^p 
dispatched 800 men to extirpate this band of outt 
Jaws. Hood Hill near Sutton w^s the scene of thf^ 
engagement, in whii^h the robbers were finally 
defeated. 

Bagby (anciently Ppghy) is a chapel of (^as§ 
under Kirby-Knowle, the parish chijjrch beitig 10 
miles distant. The tower was rebirilt in the yea» 
1751; 9ii4/the chapel has late]y been tcflw/j/E«?t|^ 
H^hitewashing and painting; the, latter in .a.t^ 
furious jBtile. A l^iscina^i near the alt;^, fieems to 
fro?€ afiti<iuiity ; but^in the aNsbit^setvlid i^teri#^ 
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the Tisitor will be unable to ascertain whether 
it was built by the Saxons or the Greeks; er 
whether it was not an imitation of the first 
dral erected at York, whi^ we are t<dd 
of boards. 

About S miles from the town of Helmakj, 
10 from Thirsk, stand the fine ruins of 



RIEVALX ABBEY, 



upon the grounds of Charles Duncombe, Esq. 
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This extensive Priory was (bunded about tl^ 
jear ItSI, and amply endowed bj Sir Walltffi 
L*Espec, a wealthj Baron, who was also' Hik^ 
founder of Kirkham Priory, in Yorkshire, and 
Warden Abbej, in Bedfordshire ; and was io 
in this abbey, at Riev^lx. Sir Walter, hayin|^ 
his son bj a fiill from a horse, devoted a considdHuS 
able part of his estate to pious uses. The abkaP/: 
of Rieyalx, dedicated to St. Mary, was fnduawjji 
with landed property to the amount of fifty iMfj^T 
cates, of which 9 were giyen bj the founder, IH^^^.^* 
the crown, IS by Roger de Mowbray, and e by <^0^j 
Bishops of Durham. There was also an exteniiijpi ' 
pastuUge for upwards of 4000 sheep and cattie,'|| \ 
the neighbourlM>od, with free warren, and olk^ 
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^rmtegvii ; but it is singular that not one donation 
'of a eliufth or chapel occurs, so that their spirituafl 
income must have been very small. Their whole 
'iBveniie is rated by Dugdale at j£278. 10s. 2d.; 

iijr Speed at £351. 14s. 6d.; and with so small an 
inieorae, there were at the surrender, 23 monks and 
^b/t Abbot. There were no less than 31 successive 

AKbots of Rievalx. William, the first, died in 
1146 ; Aelred, the third Abbot, wrote a chronicle, 
tieginning; with the creation, and ending with 
Henry I. ; he wrote also the Life of David, King 
^ Scotland, and some other pieces : he died in 
list. The Abbot at the dissolution was Rowland 
fifytdn, 

St, ^ernard^ Abbot of Clare val, despatched some 
iponks into England, who were honourably receiv- 
ed, by L'Espec, and allotted the ground of thi» 
^bey : this is said to have been one of the first 
institutions of the Cistercians* in this kingdom. 

The family of Roos were patrons of the abbey, ia 
1153. 

The abbeys of Rievalx and Old Byland, were 
«i.tuated so near each other, that they each could 
]^ar the sound of thie bells of the other abbey. 



* So called from Cistercium, or Citeaux. in the 
diocese of Chalons. They were first settleA in Warerley 
Abbey, in $^rrey ; and in 1151, there were 600 mcintLm 
•teries of that order* 
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The most ancient part, which has beancoemil- 
inith the first erection, appears in the tvansepibf 
nhere the small Nornaan Windows bear uaquet* 
tionable testimonj to the period of their ereetioA. 
The rest of the building bespeaks itself WMtre 
modem. It is a singular circumstance, tki^t tlie 
church, instead of standing East and West^* mfh 
proaches more to the direction of Nortk and 
South ; so that the choir is at the South end, and 
the North Aisle is on the East. This anomafy 
was produced by the rebuilding of the church, and 
making the body of the old serve as the transept €f 
the new. The ruins of the. cloister measure above 
]00 feet each way ; and the refectory extends to the 
length of 100 feet, and in breadth between 30 and 
40. Parallel to this, is another extensive rains 
several feet longer, and about the same breadth, 
answering to the description of a dormitory. The 
Infirmary, Aims-House, Abbot's Chamber and 
offices, are also distinguishable among the general 
wreck; and the remains of the whole are more 
entire, and more interesting, than any in the d^ 
trict.t 

The local situation of this romantic abbey may 
serve to explain a proverbial expression peculiar to 



tfftaiaqHMMk 



* See D. 64. 

+ Vide Young's History of Whitby, 1, 447, 
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4lii» part of Yorkshire. When a person cannot 
easiij reach a place, without a circuitous route, or 
fc»r wuit of a proper term, is compelled to make use 
of a circiimlocution, it is a common sajing, that 'S he 
is goings round about Rievalx to seek old BjlandJ* 
Ti^is adage is undoubtedly taken from the abbey, to 
which the road is almost circular ; first down a verjr 
steep and craggy mountain, by many serpentine 
windings; then rising again much in the sanie 
manner on the opposite side ; seeming sometimes to 
go direct to the place, and anon directly from it; 
SDmetimes on one side of it, and sometimes on 
another. This circumstance appears to be the 
foundatioa of the proverb.* 

The abbey is situated near the angles of three 
different vales, with each a rivulet running through 
them; that passing by where the abbey was built 
being called /2te, whence the vale took its name, 
and this religious house was thence called the 
Abbeif of liievaL 

The site of the ruin was granted in 1533, to 
Thomas, Earl of Rutland ; it afterwards became the 
property of George Villars, Duke of Buckingham ; 
his son sold it to Sir Charles Duncombe, Kt. whose 
grand nephew, Thomas Duncombe, Esq. erected 
one of the finest terraces in England, upon the hill 



f Gentleman's Mag. June, 175 4^ 
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which overlooks the abbey ;*'the house it othw no uK 
ed with paintings executed bjK Burnice, aa- lUUiaa 
artist, n bo was long employed by the noble .onmer 
for this purpose. The subjectfi are seloctod.ftQai 
heathen ir.ythology. 

A visit to this majestic ruin will amply repay the 
traveller ; the modern elegance of the neighbour- 
ing seat of Charles S. Duncombe^ Esq. ; the ancient| 
bat ruined splendour of the venerable monastery; 
and the perennial beauties of the surrounding see* 
nery; unite to gratify the taste of the artist, the 
antiquary, and the lover of a fine prospept. 

^^ Here hills with Tales, here woods with wafer tie ;. 
Here art with nature striyes to feast the eye ; 
Here £sPEi:*8. towering fabric^ clad with greeny 
And monkish grandeur, decorate the scene y 
Here architects eugrare th' Ionic scroll, 
And famed Bumice's pencil crowns the whole." ' 
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so called, to distinguish it from a dozen,.pth^. 
Suilom in the county, is a ha.mlet of the pariali 
of FelixKirk, from which it is distant about one and 
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a lialf mile* It is ^ considerable village, situate a9> 
its name imports, beneath s^ loftj precipitous point 
of the Hambleton Hills. It has no chapel of ease^^ 
but a neat Dissenting Chapel ivas^afew* years sincer 
erected by the generosity of the lata Mr Squire, of 
Osgoodby. 

At Hood (Eode) was an hermitage belonging to 
Whitby Abbey, where Hohert de Alnetlo, a monk 
of Whitby, lived for some tjme ; but, in 1 J38, Hoger 
de Mowbray, and Gundreda^ his mother, purchased 
the place from the monks, and founded there ^ 
Cistertian Abbey, which was afterwards removed to 
Byland. The Church at Hood, was dedicated to 
St. Mary and St. William. Robert de Alnetto, who 
was master of the hospital at Spital-Brigg, and 
jfbunder of the hermitage, or cell, at Hood, was a 
Morman of noble birth, being brother to Gundreda 
Mowbray, under whose patronage he settled at 
Hood. When that place was made an abbey, in 
113% through the bounty of that Lady and hep 
son Roger, he still continued in it under Gerald 
the first Abbot ; and probably abode there till hi# 
de^ath.* 

An ancient Stone Font, of curious workmanship^ 
was, some years since, dug up at Hood ; and is now 
preserved in the possession of John Bell, Esq. of 
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Thirsk. The stone, which is square at the basfe, 
i« supported at the angloR by four j2;rote»que 
fig;ures resembling those fiibuloiiH monsters which 
the Heralds term Sen Lions. Two opposite sides 
are decorated with as many indo^^cribable being^s; 
one apparently human, though mulilateci, holding a 
book and a two-edj^ed sword ; the other supporting 
on a kind of shield an Agnus Dei, with its usual^ 
emblems, a staff, cross, and banner. The upper 
part being circular forms the bason, which is now' 
hidden under a sun-dial. The whole forms un 
object well worthy of preservation. 

A Stone Coffin, which was found in di(;ging tbe 
ground for the erection of a thrashing machine^ is 
placed in an upright position in the wall of a bami' 
by the unaccountal)le fancy of the discoverer. A' 
•imilar curiosity is to he seen, buried in the wall ot 
the farm house in the vicinity. The superior parts 
of two Gothic windows, are also remaining- in a 
similar situation. Jhe bones of several human 
bodies have been dehumated, the teeth of whichs 
were very perfect, and are preserved at the tarni' 
house, whose thick stone walls and antique wiu« 
dow^ testily its antiquity. 

GOIIMIRE. 

Where smooth, unrufllM by the northern bla8t| 
Th» chcyitai LAKEj in alpine racks euibriu/d| 
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Reflects the verdant scene, and gentlj bather, 
With silver waves around the grass grown feet 
Of woody hills. There to his cackling dames^ 
On blooming heaths and secret lawns dispersed. 
The Goa-cock calls, the sultan of the grove I 

The above lines from a work on Natural Hist(¥*jry 
may perhaps suggest an etymology of the naHie> of 
this beautiful Mere, or Lake, which they so ex^otlj 
describe, where the Gor- ( or Moor- ) Cock, a wild 
fowl, peculiar to the North of England and Wales^ 
may have frequjented. ; 

It is a fine lake of a mile in circumference^ well 
worthy the attention of the cuiious. Its singular 
situation, elevated on a lofly conjcal eminence^ and 
surrounded by romantic hills ; its beautiful appear- 
ance; and the popular traditions respectin^^its 
origin ; render it an object of interest and pleasure^ 
The lake is the property of Sir George WombweJI^ 
Bart, of Newton ; and it is a singular circumstance^ 
that the lake only belongs to Sir George, without 
any of the adjoining land. 

The village grandames relate that this awfut 
abyss was produced by a tremendous earthquake, 
which ingulphed a populous town and its secure 
inhabitants, in a moment of unexpected calamity's 
leaving behind it a body of waters, iTnfs^thomahU 
and bottomless. From the same respectable i^ii^ 



Itfr ivisroRr 09 

thority, it is asierted that the tops of faouftes tfnd * 
the desolate chimneys are sometimes visible to the 
astonished eyes of the stranger, when embailied 
upon these mysterious waters. 

« 

^ Si qua domus mansit, potaitq : resistere tanta 
■* Indejecta malo ; culmen tamen aliior hujus 
^ Vnda tegitf presssq : labant sub gurgile turreif 
<-.--.. cymba sedet altet RdnncsLj 
' Et ducit remos illic, ubi nuper ararat. 
^ lUe supra segetes, aut merscR culmina vill(Bj 
• * Nayigat : * Ovid. 

In Dayes's " Yorkshire/' it is observed that this 
^curious pool of water is round as a bason, and 
has all the appearance of the crater of a volcano.^ 

Without the embellishment of fiction, the natural 
beauties of this lake are sufficient to repay the 
labour of the visitor, its lofty situation command* 
ing an unbounded prospect of the beautifblr vate 
of Mowbray* 

Whitestoneclifi^, or White Mare Crags.— March 
S5, 1755, many persons in the neighbourhood heard 
a loud noise, which seamed to proceed from the 
rliff, and which increased on the S6th. About 7 
o'clock <Mi the morning of the 27th, Edward Abbots 
weaver, and Adam Rosomworth, bleachel-, boilk 
of SuttOB^ riding beneath the scene of these atjraii0t 
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mkMf heard a tremendoiu roarin|(, which they 
^ppppared to the explosion of many cannons, pro* 
ce^ifig from the clifE Shortly after they witnessed 
Ae disniption of a frao^ment pf the rock, four or fivQ 
yards broad ; . which split and flew otf from the top 
of the cra^. Between ten and eleven in the fore« 
noon, a part of the same rock* fifteen yards in 
thickness, thirty hii^h, and from sixty to seventy in 
brpadth, was torn off and hurled into the Yalley^ 
with a r^nort like the eruption of a volcano. The 
eaiise'of this alarminor phenomenon, which was na- 
turally enouirh mistaken for an earthquake, was the 
lodgement of a larj^e quantity of snow nnd rain in 
a cavity of the rock, which rent in pieces the solid 
stone, and produced those fi*ightfiil convulsions, to 
the no small terror of the villaiifers Traces of this 
awful avalanche remain in the fissures of the earth, 
which covers the foot of the Whitestonecliff ; in 
the desolation which reigns on its rocky sides ; and 

the huge Augments which were hurled into th» 
fields and woods of the vicinity. 



FELISKIRKy OTHKRWTSB CALLED 

FELIXKIRK, 



48 a small viDage, 3 miles N. E. of thirsk ; half a 
«Hle firom whichi at Mount St. John^ Willigni. 

Q 
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Percy, in the reign of Henry I., foancled a IVecepu 
tory #>f the Knights of St. John of Jertnalem, 
which ^as granted by Henry V 111. in exchange, tto 
the ilrchhishop of York. At its dissoIutioBT it wai 
valued at £102. ISs. lOd. per annum. 

The Church, a Vicarage in the gift of His Grace 
the Archbishop of York, is an ancient structm^ 
of considerable interest; containing an effigy of 
a Knight Templar, and another of a Lady, 
in excellent preservation, and well exeoitaf 
in stone. The Knight is habited in complete 
IVornian ring-mail, bearing sword and shield, 
Ills legs being crossed to denote (he brdet of 
linig;hthood. 

r 
• f 

*^ There long hath lain behind that iron rail^ 

The sculptur'd Knight, in curious marble mail ; 

With hands uplift, and clasp'd, and gray'd beneath 

His lineage and achieyements— fame's last wreath*** 

The rustic mind incui^ous to his fame, 

The age that knew him, or his titled name : 

Or if mortality he ever wore, 

Or only Uv'd in legendary lore! 

Or if in chivalry's advent'rous age. 

He lur'd the Turk at Salem to' engage ; 

And ere the holy Syrian vales he left, 

From many a Paynim's arm the crescent reft ; 

Or worn at Tourney when his King was therc^ 

The e^Tied fatours of the faireat &ir« 
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These to the ft^i; sw^in no joys imi^arty 
' The herald's blazon, and the sculptor's art^^ 
lie C2|reless of their beauty and intent^ 
What now they mean— or what they eref meant." 

^^ The Knights Templars were a military order, 
which began about the ^ear 1118, at Jerusalem, 
l^he institution i^as commenced bv nine crusaders, 
who resolved to defend the pilgrims from the 
cruelty of the infidels, ^nd to keep the passes 
free for such as visited the Holy Land. From so 
small a beginning they increased to such a degree, 
that they are said to have been at length possessed 
of nine thousand houses or convents, besides' other 
great wealth. Their prosperity is said to have 
taade them so insolent, and so abominably vicious^ 
that even a Pope saw reason to suppress them: 
though some have thought their ricJies excited 
jealousy. In 1312, at the general council of Vien-j 
ha, the order was abolished ; next year the grand 
master was burned alive, and several others were 
executed. Much of their property was afterwards 
given to the Knights Hospitallers^ who still subsist 
as Knights of Malta/' 

! St. John's Mpun^ introduces to the reader 
another victim of Protestant persecution, in the 
barbarous execution of Williaiu ilarrinjtoa, a 
native of this place, who wa^, on tiie 18th of 
F^l^uary^, 1391^ hanged, drawn, and quarteredj^ at 

Q 2 
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auriotis object in Kilviiigton Church is the Pont, 
^bich has engag^ the attention of the Honour^b]^ 
Society of Antiquaries. Dr. Waddilove, Dean 
of Kipon, in a communication to the Societjf^ pui> 
lished in the 16th Volume of Archsologia, give^ un 
elaborate heraldic investigation of the arms \Ylrith 
this font bears, and which are the insignia of a 
very ancient and noble family. It has been, the 
constant tradition of the neighbourhood, that it' was 
removed to its present situation from the chapel 
of Upsal Castle : certain it is that Upsal C«6tie 
did descend to Sir Geoffrey Scrope, who was Chic?f 
Justice of England in the reigns of Edward II. aiyd 
Hi.; and to their heirs, till the extinction of )th^ 
family in the reign of Edward IV. "The font 
Appears to have been made about this time, iind 
probably by Thomas, the son of Lord John 5^o^> 
Treasurer of England; for the arms of Chawoirtb, 
his mother, are engraven on it.'' It is, then, lAi 
octagonal stone vessel of large dimensions, hav- 
ing on its sides nine escutcheons^ bearing, as we 
have said, the arms of Scrope. Round the fpdf, 
are eight several tablets, in relief^, inscribed k% 
follows : 



lJBm\ |Ct)omagl |U| l^crop) 



i |eil |elt?al)etf)l \am\ l^titgj 
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On tbe octagonal form of this font, it deserve* 
to be remarked, that the octagon had a mJ8tic^l 
meaning in the ancient Christian Church; on whicd 
account they constructed their fonts for baptism in 
tlmt form. In Gruter's Inscriptions, p. J 166, ar^ 
Terses of St. Ambrose^ upon the font of St, Thccta. 

Octagonus fons est munere dignus eo. 

jQoc numero decuit sacri baptismatis aulam 

Surgere, quo populo vera salus rediit. 

It was a common observation, that as six was the, 
number of Antichrist, so eight, of true Christianity 
An octagon was represented on sonie ancient coing 
of Christian Princes^.* 

^^ It may be added, that the font inuch resemblef 
in shape and sculpture, but of a better design, the 
font at Bolton, of which a representation is given 
at p. IOC, of Dr. Whi taker's History of Craven.'* 

A Grave Stone in the church yard cannot but be 
admired for its beautiful simplicity, and the absence 
of that fulsome panegyric, which too often disgustB 
the passenger. Its inscription is this^ 

JONES. 

t 

• _ 

The Rectory is in tlie gift of Sidney Coll. Camh. 
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UPSAL, 



(Up, up, Sal, hall^ is a small hamlet in the pari&ll 

of Soath Kilvington, 4 miles N. E. of Thirsk, in an 
■ ' ■ < 

elevated situation upon the FJambleton Hills. The 

Scrope Family had a Castle here, which was the 
residence of the Lords Scrope, of Upsal. 

It appears exceedingly probable . that Upsal 
Castle was built by the family of Mowbray, so 
celebrated in the annals of Thirsk, and that from the 
followinsf considerations ; " The family of Scrope' 
first appeared iu Yorkshire in the reign of King 
•John : here, it is well known, they flourished for 
many descents at Bolton Castle, in Wensleydale, 
till the time of John Lord Scrope, of Bolton, who 
married a daughter of that third Roger de Mowbrai/^ 
who died in 1299. This John Lord Srope had two 
sons ; the eldest possessed of Bolton ; the second. 
Sir GeoflFrey, became Lord Scrope of Upsal, inrigJii 

of his mother, and was Chief Justice of England in 
the reigns of Edward IL and IIL^'* Jn this family 
the title and castle of Upsal descended to Thomas 
Lord Scrope of Upsal, who was born 1461, witE 
whom the male line closes. He left a daughter 
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jiamcd Alice, who intermarried with her relatioRy 
Henry Lord Scrope of Bolton, but left no isBue, 
The estate of Upsnl then reverted to Elizabeth, 
the sister of the said Thomas Lord Scrope, who 
married Sir Ralph Fitzrandolph, who then became 
possessed of Upsal Castle. 

Ah Lord Scrope became possessd of Upsal by 
right of his wife, the daughter of the third Roger 
de Mowbray, it appears that it was preyiously in 

the familv of Mowbray.* 

• •• 

From a MS. in the British Museam (Harl. MSS. 
542, fol. 34) it appears that * the Lord Scrope 
of Yposall,' as well as * the Lord Scrope of Bolton,' 
was among^ the nobility who ' came to Kyu^e Rich- 
ard' at the battle of Bosworth Field. It is not 
improbable that he fell, as he is not included in the 
act of attainder passed by the Conqueror. 



* The Compiler is here under the necessity of adrert- 
ing to a iriistake, induced by a similarity in the names, 
which has crept into Hargrove's Gazetteer of Yorkshire, 
p. 316^ 2nd ed. art. Ufsall, which is thus noticed, 
*' Wapentake of Birdforth, &c. The Percy family had 
formerly a castle here, whele Lord William, of Upsall, 
resided, about the year 1270 ; and gare certain lands, in- 
this place, to the nuns of the priory of Baredale, near 
Stokesly." The writer was here misled— : William dot 
Percy of Rildale, did indeed grant to the nunnery of 
Baredale ^^ two oxgangs of land in the town of Upsall,'^ 
^c.,* but it was Upsal in the Mapentake of Laugbftrgli.^ 
Bear GuisbrouiEh. 

♦ ICoung's History of Whitby, p. 27«* 



ConailKIeraMe vestiges are rensainirig to attest thfe 
•pot, wfaeredtood the residence of the noble farhitir 
of Scrope. The ruins have been converted into 
a fatrm house, and the barn walls exhibit a curious 
specimen 6f ancient architecture. 

• • * « • Their borderiog plains, 
No more with piles of slaughter'd warciors heap'd^ 
Inraders and inraded, nor illum'd 
By midnight gleams from hamlets wak'd by shout 
Of dire incursion spreading flames and death. 
Smile grateful. Mouldering on its craggy base, 
Years of alarm, of conflict, and of woe, 

The castellated mansion scarce records. 

The situation is one of the finest imaginable.—- 
Elevated on a gentle declivity, the distant towers 
of York Cathedral are distinctly visible— and of the 
ikearer prospect, though from another point of view, 
Mr. Gilpin observes, '' Here nature hath wrought 
with her broadest pencil ; the parts are ample ; the 
composition perfectly correct; 1 scarce remember, 
anywhere, an extensive view, so full of beauties 
and so free from faults. The vale, of which thiv 
view is con^posed, hath not' yet entirely lost its 
ancient name, The vale of Mowbray. This vale 
extends from York, almost to the confines of Dur* 
h^m ; i^ adorned by the Swale and the Ure ; and 
is, cettainly, one of the nobleat tracks of country, ojt 
0»y kind, in fingkmd;'' 
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The following lines, from Gisborne's "Walks in 
a Forest," may apply to our Walks in the Vale :— 

" God clothes l\i» works with beauty. What the* here 

He has not wrappM in clouds the mountain's bead 

IVIagnificent, nor pH'd the fractur'd rock ; 

Nor delved the stony caveru stretching wide 

lis unsupported roof; nor down the steep 

Pour'd the loud cataract ; nor bid the lak* 

Expand its lucid mirror to the sun; 

Nor ocean's billowy surges wash the base 

Of promontoiies, whose v^hiie cliffs with fowl 

SwaVming iof etery sea-born tribe, resound 

With countless wings, and never wearied cries; 

Yet has his hand the intermingling charms 

Of hill and valley, lawn, and winding dell, 

In rich exuberance spread ; yet has his hand 

Hung these wild banks with sylvan majesty." 

In the farnf)-yard at LIpsal lies a massy frag^ment 
of granite, similar to that at Thirsk. We should 
ivish to inscribe upon k the following Hexameter : 



*^ Si non YisjaccFehuuc lapidcm^peFmittejacer^. 
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. Upsal Village and Castle are now the prpperty 
of Edmund Turton, Esq. 

About halfway between Thirsk and Upsal stands 
a house,; which has long been known by the name 
of Ntzison-HaUy said to hate, been the occasioiial 
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rtmdaaee of'B, man, aboot a century and a half ago. 
who was verjr celebrate^ jn his way. Though 
William Nevison was borq at PonteQract,, we 
cannot call him an " Honest Yorkshireraan." He 
was, in fact, the most notorious robber and high- 
way-man of the age in which he lived. His various 
exploits have been recorded in the calendars of 
different gaols in the kingdom. A pamphl^ 
printed at York a few years ago, records his life 
and adventures, till they were terminated by the 
due reward of his deeds— on the gallows at York. 

Near the village of Upsal, in the parish of Kirby 
Knowle, New Buildmg, the seat of Mrs Smyth, is 
so stiled, from its having been built from the ruins 
of a former mansion, or the neighbouring castle. 
To the stranger, such an appellation may Seem to sa- 
vour of the old Roman term lucus^anonlucende: but 
considered in reference to its ancient circumstances, 
its propriety will be perceived: New Building is, 
then, a mansion of venerable age, said to have been 
rebuilt on the site of a former mansion destroyed in 
the Civil Wars along with Vpsal Castle, by Sir 
James Danby ; from whose family it passed to thos^ 
of Rokeby aqd Buxton, from whom it came to th^ 
family of the present possessor. Its architecture is of 
the Old English stile. The situation is exceedingly 
I'Oiuantic, being surrounded by ^oods^ oq the dei 
^livity of a beautiful hill, yet commandinj aq^ 
fjj^t^ns^ve prospect in front of tl<e cqunt^y ifo^ 
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Ifork to Northallerton. It ferim ft fine ^lyfedlfll 
tlie neighbourhood of Thirsk ; its iofLj baitleiBfimli 
ktiJDf disiinetljr seen in a circuit ^fteanj mU^. 



KIRBY KNOWLE, 



a mall village, 5 miles N. E. of Thirsk, tlie fitliif 
implying its situation, a church-village in the knotty 
Xft hills. It stands in a low biit romantic iitiiftliony 
beiDg edrrounded hy an ani(>hitbeati^ of hillk^ 
among which N^w Building appears con&picuoitfiy » 
fine and towering object. It seems there are pttfV 
teen other Kirby's in the county, which need not* 
surprise us, when it is recollected that Yorkshii^ 
is larger than any two counties in the kingdom; 
Hiid? JQ extent, exceeds ail the sefven United Pr^ 
vinces of Holland^ connected. 

The Church is said to be one of the oldest in iHkk 
)cingd6n), though at present it exfaibrts but few 
ie\idences of antiquity, except the fine pointed arch 
JkUpported by massive Tibutmenrts, wbich seporatet 
the cbaticel from the ria\e ; «nd a part of one ofthe 
Southern Windows. The chancel^ was rebuilt 4' 
ftn years ago. There is" not a fragtnent of painted 
|g;Iass^ nor a single vestige of Homish superstttian^ 




"Hidr anj moaumeiit of anj agff, to Be nei urilh ia 
the church. Modern improvementf ^a^e mw^t 
'them «11 awdy- There are ei^ht smati bmss plitei^ 
'-SIX tif which are detached from the floKM* wiiet*e tfaejjr 
were onoe fixed, on which are in8crj(>t«9tt« tp tba 
-meHiory of different branches of the taipiljt»9 «|f tif(^ 
Danb^s, Rokeb^^^s, and Buxton's, who {l$jpv^f]j 
were the possessors of New Building. None of 
them are very ancienlL The dfaiensions of tha 
church are very small, beings .aI>oui 66 feet ia 
length, and 13 feet in breadth* 

In the church y.ard are .two ftnciexxt rude alono 
pillars on pedestals, a few foet.^ip each othei:> 
wiucfi doabtless were a sort pf cxp9^p9f wlijch arp 
met with in aonie church yards, of li^iit^ execiitioq. 

The living is in the gift of Sir Thomas Fcpn^::- 
land, Blurt Uf^j 19 a di^pielcjr uoder l^irhf 
Knowle. 



LEAKIV 

^lles ^. E. of Th1r£fk, m AfleiilinnhMr^, >^itteii^ 
jts parochial dominion over Kn^ytop ap^ l^ortotf!- 
hy^ tho^ noir iwduoed i»m a(ilitaiy'&Att4k«»uii« 
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The ChurcH is ancient ; the nave and tc wer lieiof^, 
Norman, or perhaps even Scixon Architecture ; the 
aisles and chancel, earlj Gothic. The tpw^. eon- 
tains three bells, one of which is reported to havp 
been brought from Rievalx Abbey. They bear the 
following inscriptions, the first, in antique English 
capitals, 

-fo $ pater : aelrede : grendale • miseri ? miserm 

2, Jesus lie our speed 1618. 
SjFily dei miserere mei 1618.* 

, ' - • • • 

The tower of Leake Church appears to be of 

the same date as the nave, and may be regarded 
as a beautiful specimen of the later Saxon stile 
of church architecture. Bells were applied to sacred 
purposes in the monastic societies of Northumbria 
so early as the 7th century ; and Kidseus^ Arch- 
bishop of York in the 9th century, provided that 
the churches in his diocese should be furnishad 
with bells, 

Aelred is evidently a Saxon name; but tht 
form of the letters denotes s\. period subsequent tq 
the Norman Conquest. 



* For the information of the English Reader we 
translate the' above cDrious inscriptions. ^O Fatb«fj 
have mercy on the miserable Aelred Grendale." " "0 
Son of God, have mercy upon me." Misera seems 4ii^ 
\i0 the imperative of the old verb mtifivo fgV: ipU^SQt ^ i 
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' The character dammonly known by the* namcr of 
Old English first took place in England^ about the 
Twiddle of the 14th century. The inscription ou 
Thirsk hell is of this sort : but Leake bell is evident- 
ly much older. T*he letters approach more to 
ih^, mixed Saxon^ whicli was used in the 9th, JOth^ 
and beginning of the 11th centuries; or perhaps to 
the Lombardic or Norman^ introduced by the Con- 
queror.* If this is correct, the bejl may be 700 
yenrs old. For any thing which appears to the 
contrary, it may probably have come from 
Rievalx Abbey, and may have been the gift of 
Aelred, the third Abbot, author cff the chronicle, 
who died in I167.+ 

A cnrious specimen of ancient carving in i\\i^ 
South Aisle, bears the date m, d, 19, with th«f 
figure of a saint in fine preservation, and an iii* 
gcription no^t bidden by a ihodern improvement. 

A brass plate, on a flat stone in the nate, it 
inscribed in Old English characters : 

• Of yor. charite p. for ye soules of John T^atsoit 
tiityme Aitdttor to ye lord Scrope of upsull and 
Alice his wife m th three childn whos soules Jesa 
pdon. 



, * GhamberVs Diet, Art. W^tinj;. . t S^ p. llSv 
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Several intone coffins have been, at diflTerent 
fimes, du? up in Leake Church Yard, which th«^ 
iidiabitants ascribe to the Danes. 



MOUNTGRACE ABBEY. 



About to miles from Thirsk, and 7 from North* 
itlerton, was situated Mountgrace Abbej. 

Thomas Holland, Duke of Surry and Earl of 
Kent, founded a Carthusian Priory hei*e, and d&f 
dicated it to the Blessed Virgin and St. Nicholas^ 
about the year 1396: he was one of the nobles, 
who, in 1398, conspired against Henry IV. to^ 
restore Richard II.; but being defeated in Glou-' 
cestershire, by the men of Cirencestery he wat^ 
beheaded with the Earls of Huntington, Salisbaryt 
and Gloucester : this fatal event delayed the pro-* 
gross of the building, till Henry VI. confirmed tbeif 
grants in 1449 ; after which it flourished till th© 
feneral dissolution ; when its revenues were vala« 
td at £382. 5s. lOd. per annum. The site war 
Ijranted in 1540 to James Strange ways. 

In the 9th of Henry III. an Act of Parliament 
was made^ to restrain people from giving lands to 
the rel^;igii8« I^ererthelesB) in this long rei^ 
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of 56 years, there was founded at Moulton, near 
Richrp'>ad, Begau, a priory of Carthusians, made 
an a' a cell to the Abbey of that name in Bretagne; 
w! ., upon the suppression of foreign houses, wag 
f granted to the chantry of St. Ann at Thirsk, 
.x3U to Eton College ; afterward to the Carthusian 
I'riory at Mountgrace, near Osmotherly ; and last- 
ly to Eton College again.* 

The ruins of this abbey still retain the 8eip-» 
blance of grandeur, though in a state of gradual 
decay. The church walla stand uncovered, and 
exposed to the fury of every tempest; the tower 
still lifts its head, and braves the lapse of ages. 
The kitchen and other apartments are paved with 
flag stones, and severally declare their former 
destinations. The cemetery is on an elevated situ- 
ation; and the whole remains are venerable and 
'ivprthy of notice. The property is at present in, 
tjbe . ancient family of Mauleverer. A view of the 
4i>bey is engraved at p. 523 of Spencer's Complete ; 
English Traveller, folio, 1773. 

At Arncliffey in this neighbourhood, was born the 
Rev. David Simpson, M. A. Minister of Christ- 
Church, Macclesfield, in Cheshire, author of " A 
Plea for Religion, and the Sacred Writings," and 
bth(^r valuable works. He was of St, John's CoU 
lege, Cambridge, and 4ied in 1799. 



# Jlistoiy of fUchinond, p; 63* 
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TFIORNTON-LE-STREET^ 



■.im*, 



a «man village in Allertonshire, tbe property df 
Samuel Crompton, Esq. M. P., is situated apoff 
the great Roman Road from Eboratum to the If orth^ 
und upon the present great Edinbord* Road. 

All the Roman Roads, being ftmij pft?ed mA 
stone, were called streets^ as Watlirtg-strect^ Scfu 
Stratum^ is the word made use of by venerable Bede^' 

■ ■ ■ 

quite through his work, to denote a Roman Road. ' 

The Church, a Vicarage in tlie gift af dkrisl 
Church, Oxford, is a very ancient structure, pHtfcS*' 
pfally consisting^of the Norman order of architective^ 
having no transept, and originally no ^ower, aUdF 
being, of a plain oblong shape^ probablf ereetdS 
prior. tp the invention or introduction of the b^h 
pointed arch into this country. The fine venerabkr 
round arch^ and its carved work, are sufficient evi« 
dence of the antiquity of the South Door ; and tb^ 
irregular capitals of the pillars which support the 
arch leading to the chancel,, are decidedly NcNrmaik 
The windows are of a minute and lancet-sfaape dea* 
cription^ the usual concomitants of those churcbw 
vhich were ere^ed before the ead af tbe ISIfc tflfty 



4wjm A pteeina is yet remaining near the altari and 
a stone bason for holy water, appears to have 
left a vacancy in the wall nesir the S. Door. 

Three Latin inscriptions on brass appear in the 
chancel, to the memory of Roger Talbot, £sq., a 
Caf^ain in the pay of King Charles I,, who died 
Oct.9d, 1680— of Bridget Pndsey, who died 24 th, 
April, 1QB4^— and of Elizabeth Pudsey, who died 1st 
Dec. 1694 ; all ancestors of the present family of 
Crompton, of Wood-end. An elegant marble monu« 
ment on tbi^ N. side of the chaneel has beeo erected 
to the memory of Roger Talbot, of Wood-end, and 
Sarah his wife. He died 7 March, 1777, set. 6L 
She, the 27 Nov. 1792, act. 82. 

Sever^ hatchments, bearing the arms of this 
&mily, attest the plain truth, that wealth cannot 
confer an exemption from the common lot of morr 
tality. The more recent ones bear-— 1. Argent, 
l^ee lions rampant, sable ; on an inescutcheoni 
tmurej a cross flory, or. 2. The same coat impaled 
with azure, a dolphin naiant embowed, an.i a chiefy 
or, bearing two saltires couped, gules. Mottoi 

In this neighbourhood stands Wood-end^ the seat 
of Samuel Crompton, Esq. M. P. for Retford* 

s s 
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KIRBY WISKE, 



Is in the wapentake of Gilling; East^ 4 ihUes W/ 
by N. of Thirsk. The name imports the church*"^ 
tillage^ upon the water ^ JViske^ or. Wt/sge^ a^fitiab- 
term, »igmfying water or river. The living ift a Ree^ 
torj, inthe diocese of Chester, in the gift of Hi# 
Grace the Duke of Northumberland. 

*rhis village is chiefly remarkable for being the 
birth-place of Hoger Ascuam, a celebrated litera-^ 
ry character of the 16th, century. His father, John 
Ascham, was house-steward in the family of Scrdop. 

He was bt>m In 1515, and educated at St. Johii't 
College, Cambridge, where he obtained a fellow^ 
phip, and was appointed teacher of Greek. In 1544,' 
Henry Vill., settled a pension of £10. a yeai^ 
upon him ; and in J 548, he was appointed dassieaK 
tutor to Lady Elizabeth, with whom he read meet 
of Cicero's works, the orations of IsOcrates, the plays. 
of Sopliocles, and other ancient authors. After be* 
ing thus honourably employed two years, he return- 
ed to Cambridge, where he filled the oflSce of public 
orator with great reputation, and was honoured 
with a pension by King Edward VI. In 1530, ha 
attended Sir Richard Morysine, in his embassy tft 
Charles V., and remained in Germany three years. 



JDuring this fime He was appointed Latin Secretary 
to the King, but on^the death of that Priilce, he lost 
his place and pension^ Ascham had the singular 
good fortune, though known to be a Protestant, to 
escape the anger of Queen Mary, and even enjoyed 
the favour of the Princess, \i ho appointed him her 
secretary. On the accession of Elizabeth, he was 
continued in his ofBce^and farther made her private 
tutor in the learned languages. When she heard^ 
of his death, that economical Princess exclaimed^ 
that she would rather have lost ten thousand pounds. 
The only preferment he ever obtained was a pre- 
bend in the cathedral at York. His most esteemed 
work is entitled, " The Schoolmaster" : his Latin 
Epistles have been frequently printed, and are 
admired by all good judges of elegant composition. 
His talents were so blended with activity, that he 
wrote for Mary, in the space of 3 days, letters to 
47 Princes, the meanest of whom was a Cardinal. 
He died at London, SOth Dec. 1568. His attach- 
inent to dice and cock-fightng kept him miserably 
poor. The celebrated Buchanan lamented his death 

in the following lines :— * 

« 
Aschamum extinctum patriae, Graiaeq; Camoenae, 

Et Latias vera cum pietate dolent. 

Principibus vixit carus, jucundus amicis. 

Re inodic^, in mores dicere fama nequit* 

Epigr. Lib. II 

■ # i [ i ■ ' "' 

^Adams's Great jButain. Biog. Brit. 
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Anthony Asdiam, probably of the aame femtl/^ 
was born at Rumiston, in this neighbourhood ; and 
Mras presented to that living by Edward YL Kn 
published several tracts on astrology, and a book 
entitled" Alyttel Herbal of the propertiesofHerbe^ 
&€•" 1550* 



At Newsham, in this parish, waa born in 16A9f 
the learned Dr. George Hickes. He descended firom 
the Hickes's of Nunniugton, in Yorkshire, fbrai^jr 
a considerable family ; went to the grammar 
^hool at Northallerton, under Mr Thomas Smelt> 
<when Mr Thomas. Rymer, "Historiographer Rpyal« 
and author of" Foedera," &c. was his school-feUow) 
whence he removed to St. John's College, Oxford. 
In 1683 he was made Dean of Worcester, of which 
he was deprived at the Revolution for refusing tbo 
oaths. KiBg James had made him sufir9gan Bishop 
of Thetford : He wrote several theological trisatises 
and sermons, close and argumentative, and full 
«f excellent learning well applied; but his chieif 
works are, " Linguarum veterum Septentrionalium 
Thesausus, fol;" and " Gramnatica Anglo*SaXf 
onica, et Moeso-Gpthica," 4to. JHe died in 1715.t 

John Hickesy brother of the above, educated 
at Trinity College, Dublin, was first Minister of 
Stoke Damarel, Devonshire ; which living being in 



m m* * }i 
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ftre gift oF.tfte crown, he was obliged i&i^€ ti 
the Restoration ; • when he renioT€d to Saltasfa, ill 
Cornwall, where he was ' ejected by the Act 6f 
tJniformity, in 1662. He was a learned ^iid piotli 
man, but wanting in discretion. This may account 
for his unfaftppily being drawn in to join the Dak# 
6f Monmouth^s Army, in 1685^ which brought him 
to a tragical end. With a multitude of othera^bf 
suffered death at the Bloody Assi%€$'' in J^odge 
Jefferies's " campaign" in the West, as the King 
was pleased to call it. He published a pamphlet, 
entitled, *' A sad Narrative of the Oppression of 
many honest People in Devon, &c/' and "A 
Discourse of the Excellency of the heavenly ^^t^ 
stance." He drew up an interesting narrative of 
his whole conduct respecting the affair which pfov* 
ed so fatal to him; which^ with a speech which ho 
delivered at the time of his execution, may be see^ 
at length in Turner's ^^ History of Remarkable 
Providences/' ch, 143.* . ^ 

The Church of Kirby Wiske and its dependent 
chapels, were granted by William de Kirby, to the 
priory of Guisborotigh ; but were afterwards given 
np for some lands at Alesby, in Lincolnshire.f 
The church is ancient and handsome, but possesses 
BO very remarkable objects of attentioUji save ^ 
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noble Gotliic Canopy in the North' Wall of th> 
Chancel, over a tomb without effigy or inscription. 
A piscina and three stalls grace the opposite side. 
The roof of the building was renewed in the year 
181 1, when some new windows were inserted in the 
South Aisle. The f£P^/^of the architect lowered the 
East Window, and taking off the mulUons and the 
pointed arch, left it a strange square hole rather 

than a window. There are yet some escutcheoot 
of painted glass in thin 

'* Wyde wyndowe ywrought ywritten ful tbikke^ 
. Shynen with shapen shaldes to shewen aboute/* 

The clock is reported to have come from the castle 
of Brackenburgh. The North Door is a venerable 
remain of antique architecture ; apparently more 
ancient than the door of either Sowerby or Thorn- 
ton-le-Street Churches, which we have before no* 
ticed. The shafts of the columns have been removedL 
but their capitals remain, with the curiously carved 
arch, in the Saxon stile. 

Different antiquities have sometimes been dis- 
covered in the neighbourhood of Kirby. Some 
labourers cutting a drain through some embanK*^ 
itients, resembling the foundations of an extensive 
buildfaig, or a Roman Encampment, laid bare a 
pavement of some sort^ wbi^b has long siixge j>eipi| 
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destroyed, and of which the villa<»«r3 can ^ive no 
lYiiellig^ible accoimt. A silver handled weapon, with 
Bwne ancient coins, were also discovered. 

The Rev William Leapor, M. A., rector of Kirby 
Wiske, published a sermon, " On the Licentious* 
Mess of the Tongue," in 1764. 

" Brackenburgh, on the opposite hank of the 
Wiske, was anciently a castle belon^ins^ to the, 
femily of Lascelles. Camden notices it as " Bra* 
ktfAakj belonging to the truly ancient and famous 
fttnily oS Lascelks.^^ 

Roger de Lascelles was summoned to parliament 
amongst the barons, in the 22 CJward I. and 
following year. 

The castle has disappeared. Till the erection 
<^f the present farm house, which occupies its site, a 
good room yet remained ; but which modern m- 
provements have destroyed. Thus, in the words of 
Sir Thoma:s Browne, " Time antiquates antiquities, 
and hath an art to make dust of all things.'^ 

SioN-HiLL is in this parish. 

Haifa mile to the W. of Kirby Wiske, stands 
l)annoty Hall, formerly the residence of a man of 
that name, who is said to have been a counterfeiter 
of the current coin of the realm. He is said to have 
^d apartments in this house, fitted up in a yerjr 

T 
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secret manner, which enabled him to carry on Iii§ 
unlawful trade to a great extent. A mas <^ tbe 
name of Busby, who married his daughter/was co]i<^ 
cerned with him in the above practices. A dispQto 
arising between them, as it is thought about ihie^ 
concerns^ and Busby being desirous of carrying 
on the whole of the trade by himself, murdered 
his father-in-law ; for which he was tried, and 
condemned, and hung in chains, pear Carlton, .aqji 
the place is called Busby Stoop to this day. 

It must have occurred to the thought of mfts/ 
of our readers, that our History has exhibiUl^^ 
several instances of persons in different ranks of 
society, whose lives were terminated in a tragioU 
limnntr— nobles and plebeians, ecclesiastics and 
laymen. The last of these instanced has bean tlip 
worst. Our researches seem to have ^^ fallen upon 
evil days.'' It is some consolation, however, to 
recollect, that these are the records of centuries wd 
times long since past and gone. We are not among 
.hose, who think that the present times are worse 
^han the past. While there is still occasion eoaugb 
ibr improvement in the state of public morale, we 
believe that a great amelioration has taken place. 
The cessation of civil war, the religious toleratiea 
introduced into our laws, and particularly the 
influence of religious instruction among the lower 
|.anks of life„ may be considered as some pf thf 
means of producing such beneficial effects. 
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LEEMING LANfi^ 



I 

the ancient Roman Military Road, called Via 
Helena:, passes about T^miles to the W. of Thirsk. 
Dr. Stukely supposes this road to have received 
its latest repairs from the Empress Helena, while 
she remained in Britain as her son*s substitute, and 
that it thus derived its name. Via Heleneana, since 
corrupted into Leeming Lane. The Dr. further 
observes, that this was part of the Herman-Street, 
leading to Inverness, in Scotland. 

Mr Drake, the historian of York, published an 
account of all the Roman Roads in Yorkshire. 

The public roads of the Romans, like most of 
their works, were constructed on a grand scale. We 
may suppose the roads they made in Britain, were 
similar to those constructed in Italy. The Via 
Appia was a wonderful work. It is computed to 
have been 350 miles in length. Bishop Burnet,* 
who had travelled upon a part of it, between Rome 
and Naples, says in his Letters, that ^^ it is twelve 
feet broad; all made of huge stones, most of 
tijiem blue ; and they are generally a foot and a half 
> ' 'I * 

* Burnet^ Let. XY* Kennett's Rom. Antiq. p. 50. 

T 2 
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1arf(e on all sides ; tbat though it has lasted above 
ISOOyears, yet in most places, it is for several milea 
together as eatife as when it wjis first made."* 

Here, we close our excursions, as the Romaa 
Poet and Traveller closed the first part of bit 
Descriptive Tour, and OD this celebrated RoioaQ 
Hoad :— 

Hoc ITER ignari divisiraiis, altiuB ac nHf 
J'necinctig, unum; iiwna»«st^inii Arei*,tftriifc 




APPENDIX, 



No. I. 



iPROM a record now in the possession of JqIui 
Bell, Esq. Lord of the Manor of Tbirsk. 



An account of such who have been, severally^ 
owners of je Manors or Lordships, and d|llM4Wied 
Castles of Thirske, and Kirbj Malzert in Com. 
Ebor. aince ye Conquest. 

These Lordships were as may be presumed 
fiven by the Conquerour to Gilbert Bishopp of 
Constance, who for his service done to the Con* 
querour in that signal battaill against Harold was 
ailerwards allso made Earle of Northumberland ; 
but ye same Earle dying about ye beginning of 
\yilln)* Kufus reigne; his possessions together with, 
kis title were by the fame King, conferred upon 
JR.obert de Molbr^y, Sonn of Roger de Molbray 
who oame in with the Conquerour, which Robert in 
bia rebellion agftii:^ King Willra. in endeavouring 
to advance his Aunt's ISonn ye Earle of Albemarl^^ 
tp ye Crowne forfeited all bis lands and dignity to 
ye King, which remained in the Crowne, untill 
About ye beginning of Hen. 1, who gave the samai 
io Nigole de Albini^ younger brother of Win. d* 
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Albini Earle Arundell and Cosson (Coasin) hy lib 
Ai other to jee said Earle Molbray as beinff Soon 
of Molbraj, who was Sister of Roger de Molbraj 
ffiitber of ^e said Robert de Molbraj» 

To which said Nigole Albini succeeded Roger 
his Eldest Sonn, to his ffather's lands and dig- 
nities and bj K. H. speciall command, for the rea- 
sons aforesaid did assume the name of Moubrav. 
This Hoger about ye 20th of H. 2. sided with the 
Prince to set him up King in his ffather^s lite time, 
hutt having his Castles of Oxholme and Mallizard 
besieged and taken by the Bpp. of Lincoln (ye 
King's base Sonn) he hasted to ye King theb at 
JVorthampton and surrendered his Castle of Thirsk^ 
and thereupon had his pardon granted, which said 
Castles of Thirsk and Kirby Malazard ye King 
soone after caused to be demolished. This Roger 
about 1143 founded ye Abbey of Byland, and la 
1 145 the Priory of Newbrough, in Com. Ebor. and 
gave to the Abbey of fibuhtains all Branile;' and 
Ketherdale, and all his lands between Pately Gata 
and Ewdon. He was twice at Hyrusalem. , ,.* v 

To this Rcger succeeded NigoU his Eldest Soni^. 
who died about 3 11. 1. 

To whom succeeded Wm. bis eldest Sonn. This 
"Wm. was one of the Barons who took up ye armes 
agst King John for the confirmations of the King- 
dom's Liberty. He founded a Chappele at Thirske; 
and also a Chantry therein, and dedicated the same 
to St. Nycholas, and agreed with ye Monkea of 
Newbrough that although it was not a parochial^ 
Church, yette ye Beles shd be rung at ye Celebra«^ 
tion of Mass there whensoever he or any of hi» 
Quris should be present, and on ye ffestival of St. 
Nicholas and ye Obitts of his Ancestor^. And 1m. 

died about ye 7 of H.S^and was buried at New-^* 
brough. 
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To this Wm. succeeded Nigole hh eldest Sona 
and died without Jssue ye 13th of Hen. 3. . 

To whom succeeded Roger his Brother^nd faeire 
who died ye 51st of H. 3 leaving Jssue: ^ 

Roger his eldest Sonn who succeeded him in hilk* 
Lan^ and di^nitys: This Ro«;er about ye 10th of 
Ed 1 entailed ail his lands and Lordships in Cotnt 
Ebor. upon himself and heires of his bodye and for 
want of sure Jssue upon Henry de Lacy Earle of 
Lincolneand his heirs: and died at Gaunt about ye 
tiiCnh Ed. L, and was buried at ye Abbey of ffbun- 
tains leaving Jssue: 

John his Eldest Sonn and heire to his ffatberV 
knds and dignityes, who for his rebellion against 
ye King in siding against ye Spensors, was in ye 
battle at Booroubridge, about ye 14th of Ed. S^ 
taken and hanged at Yorkc and his lands seized 
into ye King's hands. This John led Jssue John 
bis Eldest 8onn whom in ye 1st Ed. 3, had liy^ry of 
all his laudS) and died of ye plague at Yorke aooiit 
ye 1)0 Ed.. 3, leaving Jssue : 

John his Eldest Sonn and heire who was slaine 
nigh Constantinople in his passage to ye Holjr 
Land about ye 42 of Ed. 3, leaving Jssue : 

John his Eldest Sonn and heire who at ye Coro- 
nacion of R. 2, was made Earle of Notingham ; but 
died soon after (viz.) about ye 4 of R. 2 without 
Jssue, leaving his younger Brother Thomas to suc- 
ceed him in liis Lands and Dignitys, and soone after 
he was made Ld. Marshall of England, by reason 
of his being great Grandchild and heiife ta Thbs. 
of Bothereton, second Son of Ed. i , ("who was Earle 
of Norfolk and Earle Marshall of England,) verjr 
Sonn and heire of John ye 3, by Elizabeth his Wife^ 
who was daughter and heir to John Ld. Segravebjr., 
Margarett his Wife, who was sole heire to ye sai4 
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Thonian ef llrothf rton. This Thomas was allso 
ol>oiit ye 80 of R. 2, created Diike of Norfolk, yetl 
sifterwank hnnishod, during his life, and died of ye 
pettileBce at Venice about ye 1 il. 4, leaving Jssue 
f Sonnes* Thomas and John, and 2 daughters, 
Jhsalx'!! married to Sir James Barkley and Marga^ 
ffett married to Sir Robert Howard. 

Thomas succeeded his (Tathcr and died without 
Jssue about ye 6th of H. 4, being beheaded tft . 
Yorke for his siding with llichard Scroope Arch-> 
bishopp of Yorke as:st ye King and left John his . 
brother to siicceod him, who about ye 14 H. 4; 
upon proof of his age had livery of all his lauds and 
was rcBtored to his iTather's dignityes by H. 5, and 
died about ye 14 H. 6, leaving 

John his $K>nn and heir to inherit all his lands and 
dignitys who dying about ye 17 of Ed. 4, left Jssucf 
only one dniij^hler, who was married to Rd. Duke 
Af Yorke, 2nd Sonn of King Edward 4, but dying 
without Js.^ue all these and other his great posses- 
fiions descended to ye heires of ye said Margaret! 
and Issabell daughters of Thomas de Mowbray first 
Duke of Norfoike, and upon extinction thereof, ye 
abovesaid Lord^hipps of Threske, and Kirby Mala« 
zard amongst other lands, fell to ye parte of Wm. 
Marquess of Burkley as Sonn and heir of ye above- 
mentioned Issabell, which William was afterward' 
created Earle of Northampton and about jre 4 of. 
Hen. 7y being likely to have no Jssue of his owif 
tiodye, gave not only divers lands and mannors tp 
Sir Wm. Stanuly Ld. Chamberlayne of ye Kihg'tf 
Household, but allso to Thomas Stanley Earle of 
Darby ye mannors of Donnington I'h waites Threske, 
Hoovitigham,Kirby Malazard and Burton hi Lons- 
dale in Com. Ebor. and ye mannors of Wenge Se- 
grave in ^en. ahd Marlow in Comm. Buck., ye^ 
mannot of Dengtr in Com. Essex Egswortli^^ 
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* 

Belton^' &e'. in Comm. Lincoln; ATlspklh in 
Moreden in Com. War. Slagham in Com. Siisis^x, 
^c. tt> hold to ye^said Earle and heires of his body. 
This Earle died about je month of October ISO*,; 
19th H. 7, and lies biiried in ye Priorj of Burs^ 
mough nigh Latham, in Com. Lancas.* 
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CHARTER OF BYLAND ABBEY. 



' CHARLES, by the Grace of God, of England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of 
the Faith, &c. &c. 

To all to whom these present letters shall come—-" 
Greeting, We have seen these Letters Patent of 
our Lord, Henry the Second, late King of Eni^land, 
our Ancestors made in those words. HENftY, 
by the Grace of God, King of England, Duke of 
I^ormandy and Aquistane, Earl of Ang. To ouf 
Archbishops, Abbots and Deacons, Deans, Earls, 
Barrons, Justices, Sheriffs, Ministers, Mayors of 
Cities, Boroughs and Sea Ports, and to all our Sub- 
jects of JE^ngland and Normandy — Greeting. Know 

* Themas of Brotherton, son of Edward I. mentioned 
in the above interesting documeut, was so called from the 
Tillage of Brotherton, ia the West Riding of Yorkshire; 
where Margaret, wife of King Edward I. wag obliged to 
stop when hunting, and was there delirered of a son, af- 
terwards named Thomas de Brotherton^ he was bom 
June 1, 1300. Not far from the church is a piece of 
ground, surrounded by a wall and a trench, where, a,s 
tradition says, stood the house, where the Queen toolc^ 
ujp her abode*— Yorkshire Gazetteer. 
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Tou that the Abbey of Bvland, and tbe Abbot if 
the same Abbey, and the Monks and tliese Bretbreo, 
serving God therein, and the land and tennemeiiti, 
men and possessions, and all the things befiw* 
named of the said Abbej, in my hand, custody, and 
protection ; wherefore 1 wilt and firmlj command^ 
thnt ns to the Abbot and Monks aforenamed of the 
said Al)be}^, niaj hold and enjoy all the lands and 
t^nuries, tenements and things, and possessions^ 
>vhich are as well in Churches as in Law matterpy 
well and in peace, freely, absolutely and quietlTy 
wholely, fully and honourably, in woods, ^^roundt 
and levels, in meadows and in pasturages^ in lands 
and waters, in vintages and fisheries, in marshes 
and forests, in pools and mills, in tofts andcrpjflsy 
in ways and hedges, and in all other easements^ 
liberties and free customs; and that they maybe 
acquitted, as well their Heirs and Servants, in 
cities, HI boroughs, in markets, in fairs, wbenesoever 
they shall be ; and I will, that Ibey shall have free 
liberty in their passage of bridges and seaports, i« 
all places throughout England and Normandy, and 
^ougji all my estates, of and from ; to shave free 
passage through all toUage, bridge toU^ footage 
or liberty^ and horses, carts or carriages of all sorte 
%9 pass through any forest : Liberty to keep and 
bunt with greyhounds and hounds; aU Dane'-flelt^ 
shield rnoney, tbyde money or tribete 04 an aide 
of land, tribute for lands in tiUage, Sheriff courts^ 
assises, pleas, complaints, summonses, reeords, suit 
or service at the county wapentake, and tithing* 
and of |A1 enr common assizes of the penalty wfaiw 
to miurderers and fugitives belong, as well as from 
or of the aids of the sheriffs and his bailifll^ and 
of all things thereto belonging, and all other aidf 
and escourts, and of wards, wastes, and pleas of tW 
forest, and from servitudes and exactions secttbuiy 
Also I grant that th^, the said Monks or their 
successor, may have liberty of their courts of dtf 
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tbeir lands and tenements with sorcage, and esto- 
vers, and stallage, and insang, of these to wit : ali 
privilege of some Lords to pass judgment of theft 
committed by their servants within their own ju« 
risdiction, and outsang theft, to wit: a priviiegs 
enabling a Lord to brin^^ to trial in his own county 

Eersons living within his own Fee, that is appre- 
ended for felony in any other place; and all forfi- 
tures of and concerning land and all their appur- 
tenances wheresoever the same shall be, either in 
my.^ court or aqy other: And with prohibition 
conceiving any man of theirs which they shall 
implead or answer, unless before Me or my Chief 
Jastice : And that none of the aforesaid Abbots 
dr* S{bnksr or their lands and possessions or their 
men, against this Charter of their liberty, maybe 
aggrieved, vexed, or disturbed under the penalty 
of Ten Pounds. ALL these 1 grant and confirm 
imto them for ever, an Alms poa the Soul of 
King Hcnrt, my Grandfatuerj and foi^ 
^HE SALVATION OF MY SOUL, and of 
ALL MY Predecessors and Successors..'*'* 
Witness. Richard of Winthesier^ J^ff^^y of 
Ely, John of Norwich, Bishops Walter of CoH" 
stance, Master John Commain, Richard of JLare^ 
Sir Ralph Ranalds of Courtney, W. JLumley, 
4md Thomas Basset, at Westminster: also the 
Letters Patent aforesaid, and all and every thing 
contained, have ratified and confirmed for us, our 
heirs and successors, as in us layeth, and the same 
we accept and approve, and to our beloved and 
trusty Sir £dwara VValton, now tenant of the afore- 
said Monastery or Abbey of Byland, and to his 
beirv I ratify and confirm, and as the atoremen- 
tioned Letters Fatent to me reasonably witness* 
to^ be made Patent; Witness ourselves at West- 
minster^ oret £nglandy Scothnd, France and 
lipelasd, 

V a 
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No. III. 



BURIAL GARLANDS, IN TOPCLIFF 

CHURCH. 

"The virpjins to thy tomb will garlands bear 

Of llow'is. aud with each flow'r let fall a teart** 

The following Extract from the Gentleman'iir 
Magazine, for June, 1747, may explain the nature 
and iutentiou of these ancient memorials. 



^' In this nation (as well as others) by theabim^ 
dant zeal of our ancestors, virginity was held in 
great estimation ; insomuch that those who died in 
thSt state were rewarded at their deaths, with a 
garland or crown on their heads, denoting their 
triumphant victory over the inclinations of nature. 
These garlands were curiously wrought in fillagree. 
work with gold and silver wire, in resemblance 
of myrtle, whos^ leaves were fastened to hodM 
of larger wire of iron. Besides these crowns, the. 
ancients had also their depository garlands^ the uae 
of which were continued even till of late year% 
(and perhaps may still be retained in some .partgr 
of the kingdom) which garlands, at the funerplfk 
of the deceased, were carried solemnly before .the: 
corpse by two maids, and afterwards hungup. in 
some conspicuous place within the church, in me:^ 
morial ot the departed person, and were g^oerallj. 
made after the ibllowing manner :— the lower lum. 
er circle was a broad hoop of wood^ whereuQtc^ WVk 



.^ 
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fixed, at the sides thereof, part of two other hoops 

crossing each other at tlie top, at right uiigles, 

w liich tbrmed tlie upper part, being about one-third 

longer than the wuUh ; these hoops were wholly 

covered with artificial flowers of paper, dyed horn^ 

or silk, and more or less beauteous, according to 

the skill or ingenuity of the performer. In the 

vacancy of the inside, from the top, hung white 

paper, cut in form ot^ gloves, whereon was written 

the deceased's name, age, ccc. together with long 

slips of various coloured paper, or ribons. 'J'hese 

were manj times intermixed with gilded or painted 

empty shells of blown eggs, as farther ornaments ; 

or, it may be, as emblems of the bubbles or bitter*^ 

ness of this lii'e; whilst other garkuids had only a 

solitary hour-glass hanging therein, as a more srg- 

niticant eaiblem of moriality. In many churchies 

these garlands have been taken down by order of 

the miiiLster and churchwardens, being considered 

as unsuitvible decorations lor so sacred a place as 

the church." 

In addition to the above extract, it may be re« 
marked, that we meet with the custom of garlands 
at funerals among the ancient Greeks and liomans. 
" Ihey besioweu a garland upon the dead," says 
Suidas, " as upon victors, who had run the race, or 
lought it out." They irequently occur in the poets* 
Thus iu Prppertiusy Lib. h, Eleg. iO. 

............. sertisque sepulchrura 

Ornabit, custos ad mea busta sedens* 

Tibullusy Lib. 2. Eleg. 4. 

— „. ™ veteres Tcneratus aitiores^ 

Annua construe to serta dabit tuiqulo. 

"Besides these garlands, they itrowed loose floW^ 
trs about the monument : . . ,: . 
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•.^•.••».— . manihus date I ilia plenis : 
Purpureos spargam flores ; animaniquc iiepotU 
His saltern accumulem doiiis, el fubgar iuaui 
Muuere. ^n. 6. 

Handful of lilies and of roses bring, 
With all the fragrant treasures of the spring ; 
At least such ofieiings to his soul 1 owe, 
IVith heavy heart such empty presents throw* 

It was a practice of high antiquity in the East^ 
to plant herbs and flowers about the graves of the 
dead. In modern times, the women in Egypt^ 
according to Maillet,* go, at least two days in the 
week, to pray and weep at the sepulchres of the 
dead ; and the custom then is, to throw upon the 
tombs, a sort of herb, which the Arabs call r?Aaii,|in4 
which is our sweet basil. They cover them also 
with the leaves of the palm-tree. Myrtle is alse 
made use of to adorn the tombs. 

At the present day, there exists in Wales the 
custom of dressing graves with fiowers, weekly ; 
which exhibits scenes of the most tender and inter* 
estinff kind* The following lines are from a poeni^ 
entitled, ^^ Pious Memory, occasioned by seeing the 
graves dressed with flowers, in Wales/' from the 
pen of the unfortunate Dr. Dodd :— 

O 'tis delicious to maintain 

Of friends deceas*d a due respect; 

Then bring me flow'rets, bring me greens. 
Straight shall my parent's grave be deck'd; 

And many a friend's, whom faithful love. 

Still keeps alive within my breast^ 
IinxQriously sad, I'll see 

With choicest garlands, weekly drest. « 

f. JUtt* X. p. 91. 



J 
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It appears from the Octavius of Minutias Felix, 
an eminent Christian Apologist of the third century, 
that the primitive Christians refused to symbolize 
with the Heathen, as in other customs, so in that 
of placing garlands upon sepulchres, in honour of 
the dead. Coronas etiam sepulchris denegatis^^^ yon 
refuse garlands to the sepulchres," says the Pagan 
to the Christian, in the interesting dialogue to 
which we refer. Minutius, translated by Heeves^ 
5. 76. 



No. IT. 



We insert the following biographical sketch of a 
respectable, though rather singular, Lady, who 
formerly resided for some time at Thirsk, and Well 
remembered by many; from the entertaining pen of 
W. Hutton, F. A. S. S. in his " Trip to Coalham,'* 
8vo. 1810. 



Mrs Margaret Wharton was tall, thin^ and lived 
to about ninety-one. She was said to have been 
possessed of £200,000. She had some inoffensive 
oddities, but more excellencies. 8he made a pre- 
sent to her nephew of one hundred thoosand; an 
act of generosity practiced by fe\i # 

She chose to be her own caterer. Purchasings 
•ome oels, she put them in her pocket, entered ber 
eoadh^ and called upon a lady to take her an airings 
¥tie warmth of the body reviving the condemned 
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prisoners, one of thcin took the liberty of creeplnjf 
out for a little air, being deprived of water. The 
friend cried out, in horror, *' Madaia ! yon have an 
adder creeping about you! Coachman, stop, stop! 
let me get out."™" You need not be frightened, 
madam," she said coolly : " 1 protest one of my 
eels is alive !" 

Though she resided in York, she visited Scar- 
borough in the season ; and frequently sending for 
a pennyworth of stawberries and a pennyworth oft 
cream for supper, the people conferred upon her 
the name of Peg Pennyworth, which never forsook 
her. 

Her charities were boundless, but always pri- 
vate ; nothing hurt her so much as to have them 
divulged. If any did proclaim them, she withdrew 
her benevolence; and nothing pleased her more 
than to be deemed rich* 

An incident occurred, in which she displayed 
her aversion to public charity. Some gentlemeif 
soliciting her favour, whom she could, scarcely 
deny, (about the year 1774, when light guineas 
were in disgraqe,) she pulled out a number of gui- 
neas, and, repeatedly turning them over, selected 
one of the lightest. This produced a few wink^ 
and smiles ; but the matter did not rest here. The 
celebrated Footc^ of comic memory, laid hold of the 
incident, and drew her character in a farce, unden 
the name of Peg Pennyworth. 

When she was inibrmed of this circumstance, she 
exclaimed, with a smile, " 1 will see it acted, as T 
live." She did, and declared with joy, " They baff 
done her great justice." A gentleman took her 
in his arms before the whole audience, and cried,^ 
**Thi8 the greatest fortune in Yorkshire!" which 
delighted her more \ and no doubi she would b^ 
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eqoally delighted, if living, with this concise His- 
tory of her Life. The entertainment over, a cry 
was repeated, " Pei^'s coach." They might have 
called me Margaret ^ however, said she. 

In one of her visits to Scarborough, she, with her 
usual economy, had a family pye for dinner ; she 
directed the footman to take it to the bakehouse, 
who rather declined it, as not being his place, or 
father, his consequence wo aid suffer. 

She then moved the question to the coachman, 
t}ut found a stronger objection. To save the pride 
of both, she resolved to take it herself; and ordered 
one to harness and bring out the carriage, and the 
other to mount behind, and took the pye thus dig- 
nified to the bakehouse ; what pye had ever been so 
honourably conveyed ! When baked, coachee wa8 
ordered to put-to a second time, and the footman to 
mount : and the pye returned in the same honour- 
able state. Now, says she to the coachman, you 
have kept your place, which is to drive ; and yours, 
to the footman, which is to \i ait. 

A clergyman's wife having kept up a visiting 
connexion in York, the clergyman dying, and leav- 
ing the lady in affluence, she retired to Thirsk 
with four daughters, and solicited Mrs Wharton to 
pay her a visit. She consented, took her carriage 
and servants. After some time, the ladv began to 
think the visit rather protracted, particularly as she 
had a family of her own to provide for; but Mrs 
Wharton thought that treating the young ladies 
with a frequent airing in the carriage was an ample 
recompence. 

A growinff discontent cannot be smothered. 
The lady could neither find a remedy nor complain. 
At length she ventured to hint to Mr Wharton, 
** That the pressure was great." " Be silent, 
madam^" said he, " let my aunt have her way»' 

X 
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I \*ill pay yon two hundred a year during tlie lift 
of niv aunt ; and one hundred during jour owd^ 
should \ou survive her." 

Mrs Wliarton rnded her dajs with this lady, 
nnd I believe the hundred a year is paid to'tmi 
day. 

• ^ 

Mrs Wharton's nephew, mentioned above^ it 
.Tohn Hall Wharton, I'.sq. of Skelton Castle, IVl. R 
for I]cvrrlry ; who, J)y the mother^s side is sai^ to 
he descended from the witty Duke of Wharton. Hit 
grandfather. John Hall Stevenson, Esq of Skeltoli 
Castle is well known in the literary world, as the 
author of (ra'jy 7fl/r5, and other pieces. He ifai 
the intimate friend of Sterne, and his Ettg^nius^ 
the continuator of his Sentimental Journey, and 
mentioned in several of his letters. He wrote a 
(irofk Poem, descripti>e of Cleveland; with an 
Knglish translation. The latter is inserted itt 
Graves's History of Cleveland.* 



No. V. 



TIMBER TREES. 

Extract from Mr John Tuke's Survey of the 
Agriculture of the North Riding of Yorkshire, 



m^ma 



*^ Most people, I thinh, concur in this point, thaif 
for the last half century, the wood in this kingdoa» 
has been terribly on the decline. 

* Young's Hist, of IVhitby, 2. 849. 
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^ That gloomy prospect is now become tremen- 
dous, and sufficiently visible to awaken the fears 
of every thinking person. The axe is often heard, 
but the planter is seldom seen. Let us cast our 
thoughts towards the future support and welfare 
of our navy™ our sole protection !— and we must 
tremble at the continual disappearance of our oak. 
Some speedy method must be adopted to remedy 
this great national evil; or, besides the danger 
from fierce e:j:ternai foes, we must determine to ga. 
barefoot ; we should never think of looking to 
foreign countries for a constant supply of oak-bark 
to tan our leather. Let Britain help herself! Each 
nobleman and gentleman should insert, in the 
agreement with his tenants, a clause to compel them 
to plant and protect, in the corner of their fields, 
and upon piecea of waste ground, a certain number 
of good oak, elm, and ash trees, annually. These 
trees should be found by the landlord ; and he 
should enforce the performance of this clause as 
rigidly as the payment of the rent; then will the 
rising generation have cause to bless the wisdoi^ 
gnd policy of the present age." 
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Roger de Mowbray founded no fewer than 
thirty-five Religious Houses, such was the fashion-^ 
able zeal of those times ; among which was the 
priory of Newburgh, founded in the year 1145, 
JCh^ following Charter forma an interesting^ Ab-». 
peadi^ to our History : — 
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The Charter of the Foundation of tbe Fribrf 

of Mewburgh, translated from the 

Latin of Dugdale. 



To all the Sons of our Holy Mother Churchy 

Roger de Arolbray sendethe greeting, — Be it 
known to >ou that I ha\e given and granted t» 
God and the church of St Mary of Newburg^ 
jMid to the Cannons there serving God, the plaoa" 
in which their abbey is built, and all the ground 
Mhich lies io the East of Cukewald beyond the 
Vivarium, (the park or pond.) The church of* 
St. Mary of llode with the ground belonging to 
it, and the woodlands on the declivity of the neigh- 
bouring mountains, in the same manner it wa» 
before held by the Monks of By land. The church 
of Cukewald, with nine oxgangs* of land and the 
tofts and crofts, in that village, and with the 
chapels belono:ing to that church, namely the 
ch.4pel of Kilburn, with one carucate of land, anc^ 
the chapel of Thurkilby, with thiee oxs^angs of 
land and certain toFts and crofts, the chapel of 
Si If on with two oxgangs of land, the church of 
Trcsc (Thirsk) with one carucate of land in that 
village and tolts and crofts in the borough, also 
the chapuel of St. James with two oxgangs of 
land in the village with two tofts in the borough^ 
also one carucate of land in Tresc, which Bartho* 
loinew (ligator held or occupied, with the tofts 
and crofts thereunto belonging. Also I grant to 
them and their tenants who live in the pbrough|. 



* Oxgang of Innd, as much as on« yoke of ovnt 
•an plough ia a year. 
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all the liberties and easements which my burgesses 
have in the said borough of hying and selling in 
the market and out of the market, without paj^ing 
tool or stallage, one oxgang of land in Tresc, 
heretofore in the possession of William the sou 
of Catellus, which he had in exchange for one 
oxgang of land in Colton and one toft in Tresc, 
near the bar towards Kilvington between the 
house of Robert Colier and the house of Humphrey, 
also another toftv between the toft of llelias, the 
son of Elwin, and the toft of William, the sou 
of Robert, also the island of Tresc, which was the 
property of Richard the Priest, &c. &€. Also five 
n^fes, of land in the teritory of Bagby, near tha 
rbad which leads to St. Felix, &c. &c. And 
whatsoever is reasonably con fe red by the Freemen 
ef my Fee, I do, by the testimony of this present 
writing, confirm and appoint to be held and pos^ 
tessed by the Church aforesaid in perpetual right, 
quit of homage, forfeits, foreign service, and alt 
other secular service and demands, well and 
quietly^ freely and hononrably, as ray just and 
lawful gift or alms. Those being witness, 

Phillip de Mowbray, my brother 
Robert de Mowbray, my brother 
Roger de Daiville, my steward 
Hugh Patric 
Roger de Fontibus 
William de Busie 
Robert de Trihamton 
Hugh, the son of William 
Samson, Clark of Masham 
J^enedict, Clark of the Dean of York, 
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No. VII. 



J?XTIIACTS FROM DOMES-DAY BOOK.* 

(TRANSLATION.) 



Manor. In Tresche. Orm bad eight camcatet 
to be taxed. Land to four plougns. Twentj 
shillings. 

Manor. In Tresche. Tor had twelve carucatec 
of land to be taxed. There is land for six ploughs* 
Jlugh has there ten villaines having two ploughs, 
find eight acres of meadow. Value in King £d"« 
ward's time four pounds, now ten sbillings. 

Perhaps the above ancient orthography of Tresche 
m^y suggest a probable etymology of the name; 
from the British Tre a town, and esk (wiskej h 
river, that ig, a town by the river, 



^ This ancieat and valuable record is now made publio 
by order of tho House of Lords. It was transcribed, 
gud most accurately reyised through the press by 
Abraham Farley, Esq. It has been translated by 
the Rev. W. Bawd wen, Vicar of Hooton-Pagnalln 
Yorkshire, under the title of ^^Dom Boc; a TnuulfttiQA 
of the Record; calkd Domesday." 4tQ» 
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No. IX. 



UPSAL CASTLE. 



Fuit Ilium, et iogens 
Gloria Teacrorum. Yirc* 



My muse, that Iotcs to dwell in pcnsire mood,' 
On nature's beauteous scenes and prospects fair; 

That sometimes wanders throj th' embow'ring wood. 
Or climbs the hill to breathe the healthful air. 

Now take thy stand amidst these ruin'd tow'rs. 
Where desolation holds her dreary reign ; 

"Where earthly grandeur wasting time derours, 
And mould'ring walls proclaim its honours Taiu* 

Where Upsal^s stately inaosion once could boast 
Magnificence^ and wealth, and noble fame; 

Where guests illustrious met their generous host, 
Well pleas'd to honour M.OWBKAY'S princelj 
name. 

In later days, when civil discord spread 
Thro* all the land its mischiefs and alarms ; 

Then Upsal's loffy towers bow'd their head, 

And conquering time completes the work of armtf. 

O Hist'ry! what a bloody page is thine! 

What else hut wars and mis'ries can'st thou boast I 
If in their laureFd honours conquerors shine, 

W^hat fathers, husbands, brothers, sons, were lost ! 
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My muse, that desolation's wasle now »ingi, 
O thiuk of scenes, ami waniors, now oo more! 

Jjament the woes that cm) discord brings, 
And let thy tear Britaonla's lot deplore. 

Soon come the peaceful era, when no more, 
Shall war beat out her hateful, deadly spear ; 

When amity shall join each distant shore. 
And men to men affection shall endear. 

Since earthly grandenr boasts no lasting date, 
And *' gorgeous palaces," thus ruln'd lie ; 

Let me aspire to seek a, nobler state. 

Nor rest in happinesi beneath the sky. 




ADDENDA. 



Page 18. 

Not many years ago, in one of the Western 
Windows of Upsal Castle, was to be seen cut out 
in relief, in stone, the representation of two persons 
in the act of raising up a pot or vessel, supposed 

to have a reference to the treasure found at Upsal^ 
by which the castle was built* 

Page 27. 

Our historians have given the names of most of 
the great persons who died at Acre, 12th July 
1191, under Richard 1. Among them, those which 
are interesting to the English reader, are, Ralph, 
Aichdeacon of Colchester, Silvester the Seneschal 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury, William Earl 
Ferrers, Robert Scrope of Burton, Henry Pigot 
Seneschal of Lord Surrey, Walter Scrope, Mowbray, 
Talbot, and St. John. 

Y 2 
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Page 37. 
Haifa dozen copper coins, were harrowed up, om 
the West side of the Watch Tower Mount, near 
Sowerbj, about !!^0 ^ears ago. 

Page 43. 
About the jear 1673, SirThomas Ingram, Knigh^ 
was one of the members in parliament for the bor- 
ough of Tliirsk. Possibly Ingramgate may have 
obtained its name from that gentleman, or some of 
his family. 

Page 54. 
From a similar inscription in Havant churchf 
Hants, given in the Gentlemaa's Magazine, Apnl 
1795, we have been enabled to complete two of the 
imperfect lines, which are a sort of Monkish 
rhymes : 

Es te.stis X'te q'd non jaret hie lapis este, 
Corpus ut ornetur, scd mors ut praemeditetur. 

Page 77. 
^^ Thrusk, a small borough town, wbic|i electpjh 
Parliament Men, where there was once a moat 
strong castle, hath a little market. pn Mond^jf,^ 
and is at present of some note fpr its good o/^/.'— 
Bloome's Britannia, 1673. 

Page 92. 
In the motto, Amorenimosy the painter wfco 
executed the hatchment seems to have omitted a 
letter : perhaps the latter word ehoukl be animoi*' 
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Page 105. 

m 

After the year 13S6, Sir Thonifis de Colevillf, 
Lord of Cukewold, Jone wife of John de Mow\)t'dy^ 
William son of Hugh de Mallibisse, Guido de 
Ilalebeck, Henry de Montfort, William de Plf^y- 
dun, and Roger de Maltby, were all interred at 
Byland Abbey. Peter de Richhal, Cbaplaiii, by 
will proved 1359, was buried before tl^e altar of 
St. Mary. William Triplady, by will prpyed 
14265 was buried in the Gallilee* of St.' Mary's 
Abbey of Byland. 

Page 108. 

Among the gentlemen of fortune^ who ai)),use 
themselves by an occasional application to the 
mechanical arts, we are pleased to find the name 
of Sir Thomas Frankland; whose ingenuity has 

not only afforded a rational and pleasant retax« 
ation to himself^ but has been productive of a 

discovery useful to the public. In the " Repertory 
of Arts and Manufactures/' vol. V. we fiud an 
ingenious paper entitled, " On Welding Cast SteeL 
By Sir Thomas Frankland, Bart. F. R. S. Frdm 
the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society 
of London." 

* Sic, in two MS. copies. Perhaps gallerj oaay be 
intended. The gallery of an abbey was very differenl 
from the gallery of a modem parish <;hurch. - The word 
was formerly applied to the f ^ p^r^ pf a boildjijig ma,dt 
further than the rest pf the ^<^u|e.".a sort of pprticcH 
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Page 113. 
<^ The Life of King David I. written by Aired, 
Abbot of Rievaulk," is now preserved in nianu- 
•cript, among the Harleian MSS. Gent. Mag. 

Page 115. 
Another form of the proverb omits the latter 
words " to seek Old Byland/* which perhaps OKyi 
be more proper. 

Page 121. 
The more ancient name of Felixkirk was simply 
that of St. Felix, on account of the church being 
dedicated to that saint^ as the present name im*- 
plies. 

Page \23. 
St. John's Mount is the seat of the Rev. Heneag^ 
Elsley. 

Page 126. 
Dr. Bramhall, Archbishop of Armagh, an emi- 
nent prelate, was once Rector of South Kilvington. 
He was born at Pontefract, and died iu 1663. 

Page 131. 

New Building in its jpresent state retains a 

part of the more ancient mansion, particularly a 

lofty tower. The late Francis Smyth, Esq. F. A. S.' 

h^d callecte J an extensive and valuable library,' 

poiieBsing some rare epecimensof early typograw 
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phy, and historical prints; with some curious 
antiquities; among which are, a knitting- sheath 
of Queen Elizabeth : it is of steel, heart-shaped, 
about two inches in length ; with the royal arms, 
and initials E. R. 1581— a strong lock and key, 
of singular construction, which once belonged to 
a neighbouring abbey — a brazen dish, about two 
feet in diameter, embossed in the centre, with an 
inscription in Saxon Capitals — ancient armour,* &c. 
New Building was once the property and residence 
of Sir Thomas Rokeby, Knight, a Justice in the 
Court of King's Bench, and an ancestor of the 
present familj', who have in their possession axi 
original painting of the Judge in his robes of office. 
Besides his professional talents, his Lordship was 
eminent for the piety of his sentiments and cha- 
racter, as appears from some valuable manuscripts 
left behind him. 

Page 143. 
The peculiarly affecting case of Lady Alicia 
Lisle, may be known to some of our readers. She 
was tried in 1685, by Judge Jafferies, tor concealing 
in her house Mr. John Hickes, and another person, 
adherents of the Duke of Monmouth. The jury 
thrice returned not guilty, but Jefferies by threats 
and scurrility obliged the jury to find her guilty^ 
She was sentenced to be burned^ but in respect of 
her rank, she was beheaded at Winchester, univer«> 
sally pitied— a venerable widow, more than seventj 
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jears old, and who had afforded refuges to personv 
as persecuted for religion, without the least sos- 
picion of their having been concerned with Mon- 
mouth. At the revolution, the parliament reversed 
the sentence, and annulled the attainder of this in- 
jured Lady, and made her family all the reparation 
iii their power. See State Trials, vol. iv. 

Paf!;e 144, 

A considerable quantity of antient painted ^larii^ 
taken out of the windows of Kirby Wiske Chtirth^ 
when they were new glazed in 1811, now adoite 
the " window richly dight" of the library of a 
gentleman near Wakefield. 
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ERRATA. 



yage 1 6 line 23^ for gothic, read fheir. 

35 14^ dui-ing the progress of the work througli 

the press, an error has crept in, relatWe 
to the battle of Bramhain Moor, which 
is there called the White Battl£. The 
sentence beginning ^ On account of thff 
number of ecclesiastics,' should ha^a 
been inserted in page 33, after the qno« 
tation from Hardyng's chronicle, respeo 
ting- the battle of M3rtoni 
64 1^9 in some copies, for ioitis, read initio* 

8Q 18,.for a part of, read connected with* 

94 17, in some copies, for Judaecoruin, read 

Jucltsorum. 

105 10, for Wismundj read Wimund. 

Ill 17, for 10, read 6 miles. 

J "^8 note, for Baredale, read Basedale. 

132 10, for abutments, read hutments. 

142 22, in some copies, for Thesausus, read 

Thesaurus, and for Gramnatica, Grain* 

matica. 
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